
IIIIIf yf yf yf yf you havou havou havou havou have been sere been sere been sere been sere been servvvvved with a ed with a ed with a ed with a ed with a SSSSSummons & Complaint and Pummons & Complaint and Pummons & Complaint and Pummons & Complaint and Pummons & Complaint and Prrrrroposedoposedoposedoposedoposed
JJJJJudgment,udgment,udgment,udgment,udgment, y y y y you may havou may havou may havou may havou may have questions about what will happen.e questions about what will happen.e questions about what will happen.e questions about what will happen.e questions about what will happen.

Here is general information regarding legal processes, blood tests,Here is general information regarding legal processes, blood tests,Here is general information regarding legal processes, blood tests,Here is general information regarding legal processes, blood tests,Here is general information regarding legal processes, blood tests,
child supporchild supporchild supporchild supporchild support payments, CalWt payments, CalWt payments, CalWt payments, CalWt payments, CalWorororororks (wks (wks (wks (wks (welfarelfarelfarelfarelfare) charges, and medicale) charges, and medicale) charges, and medicale) charges, and medicale) charges, and medical
insurance for yinsurance for yinsurance for yinsurance for yinsurance for your childrour childrour childrour childrour children. en. en. en. en. This is basic information; specific cir-This is basic information; specific cir-This is basic information; specific cir-This is basic information; specific cir-This is basic information; specific cir-
cumstances may vcumstances may vcumstances may vcumstances may vcumstances may varararararyyyyy.....

About the options you have. . .About the options you have. . .About the options you have. . .About the options you have. . .About the options you have. . .

1. S1. S1. S1. S1. Sign a ign a ign a ign a ign a stipulationstipulationstipulationstipulationstipulation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . UUUUUpon rpon rpon rpon rpon receiving a complaint, yeceiving a complaint, yeceiving a complaint, yeceiving a complaint, yeceiving a complaint, you canou canou canou canou can
make an appointment with an FSO (Fmake an appointment with an FSO (Fmake an appointment with an FSO (Fmake an appointment with an FSO (Fmake an appointment with an FSO (Family Samily Samily Samily Samily Supporupporupporupporupport Ot Ot Ot Ot Officer)fficer)fficer)fficer)fficer)
to sign a stipulation, a legal document that states to sign a stipulation, a legal document that states to sign a stipulation, a legal document that states to sign a stipulation, a legal document that states to sign a stipulation, a legal document that states you agreeyou agreeyou agreeyou agreeyou agree
yyyyyou arou arou arou arou are the fathere the fathere the fathere the fathere the father. . . . . The complaint contains a The complaint contains a The complaint contains a The complaint contains a The complaint contains a prprprprproposed judg-oposed judg-oposed judg-oposed judg-oposed judg-
mentmentmentmentment  for a child support amount based upon information  for a child support amount based upon information  for a child support amount based upon information  for a child support amount based upon information  for a child support amount based upon information
DCSS has about yDCSS has about yDCSS has about yDCSS has about yDCSS has about your income. our income. our income. our income. our income. The amount can be rThe amount can be rThe amount can be rThe amount can be rThe amount can be recalcu-ecalcu-ecalcu-ecalcu-ecalcu-
lated if you provide sufficient documentation about yourlated if you provide sufficient documentation about yourlated if you provide sufficient documentation about yourlated if you provide sufficient documentation about yourlated if you provide sufficient documentation about your
actual income.actual income.actual income.actual income.actual income.

When you are served with a
Summons & Complaint . . .

Answer

Default

Stipulation

2. F2. F2. F2. F2. File an ile an ile an ile an ile an answanswanswanswanswer er er er er to the complaint. . . to the complaint. . . to the complaint. . . to the complaint. . . to the complaint. . . IIIIIf yf yf yf yf you believou believou believou believou believe ye ye ye ye you arou arou arou arou areeeee NOT the  the  the  the  the father, or or or or or
otherwise disagree with the proposed judgment (or do not stipulate as statedotherwise disagree with the proposed judgment (or do not stipulate as statedotherwise disagree with the proposed judgment (or do not stipulate as statedotherwise disagree with the proposed judgment (or do not stipulate as statedotherwise disagree with the proposed judgment (or do not stipulate as stated
above), you must file an answer with the above), you must file an answer with the above), you must file an answer with the above), you must file an answer with the above), you must file an answer with the court within 30 days of the date youwithin 30 days of the date youwithin 30 days of the date youwithin 30 days of the date youwithin 30 days of the date you

ararararare sere sere sere sere servvvvved. ed. ed. ed. ed. The forms for filing the answer are included in the com-
plaint.

3.3.3.3.3. IIIIIf yf yf yf yf you do not sign a stipulation or file an answou do not sign a stipulation or file an answou do not sign a stipulation or file an answou do not sign a stipulation or file an answou do not sign a stipulation or file an answererererer. . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .The prThe prThe prThe prThe proposedoposedoposedoposedoposed
judgment will become a final judgment of the courtjudgment will become a final judgment of the courtjudgment will become a final judgment of the courtjudgment will become a final judgment of the courtjudgment will become a final judgment of the court 30 days 30 days 30 days 30 days 30 days after youafter youafter youafter youafter you
are served. A wage assignment for the child support  amount will beare served. A wage assignment for the child support  amount will beare served. A wage assignment for the child support  amount will beare served. A wage assignment for the child support  amount will beare served. A wage assignment for the child support  amount will be
serserserserservvvvved on yed on yed on yed on yed on your emploour emploour emploour emploour employyyyyeeeeer.

From the Santa Clara County Department of Child Support Services

4.4.4.4.4.IIIIIf yf yf yf yf you want legal helpou want legal helpou want legal helpou want legal helpou want legal help. . .. . .. . .. . .. . . y y y y you may hirou may hirou may hirou may hirou may hire an attorneye an attorneye an attorneye an attorneye an attorney, who may  be, who may  be, who may  be, who may  be, who may  be pr pr pr pr present at anyesent at anyesent at anyesent at anyesent at any
meeting ymeeting ymeeting ymeeting ymeeting you havou havou havou havou have with our office. Ie with our office. Ie with our office. Ie with our office. Ie with our office. If yf yf yf yf you  cannot afforou  cannot afforou  cannot afforou  cannot afforou  cannot afford  an attorneyd  an attorneyd  an attorneyd  an attorneyd  an attorney, call (408), call (408), call (408), call (408), call (408)
882-2900 and pr882-2900 and pr882-2900 and pr882-2900 and pr882-2900 and press #7 for the Fess #7 for the Fess #7 for the Fess #7 for the Fess #7 for the Family Law Family Law Family Law Family Law Family Law Facilitatoracilitatoracilitatoracilitatoracilitator.....



1. How much the payment will be . . . 1. How much the payment will be . . . 1. How much the payment will be . . . 1. How much the payment will be . . . 1. How much the payment will be . . . DCSS andDCSS andDCSS andDCSS andDCSS and
the court use California child support guidelinesthe court use California child support guidelinesthe court use California child support guidelinesthe court use California child support guidelinesthe court use California child support guidelines
to set a child support amount; it is based mainlyto set a child support amount; it is based mainlyto set a child support amount; it is based mainlyto set a child support amount; it is based mainlyto set a child support amount; it is based mainly
on the incomes of the parents, number of chil-on the incomes of the parents, number of chil-on the incomes of the parents, number of chil-on the incomes of the parents, number of chil-on the incomes of the parents, number of chil-
dren, and custody and visitation.dren, and custody and visitation.dren, and custody and visitation.dren, and custody and visitation.dren, and custody and visitation.

2.  2.  2.  2.  2.  When the payments starWhen the payments starWhen the payments starWhen the payments starWhen the payments start . . .t . . .t . . .t . . .t . . . PPPPPayments begin as orayments begin as orayments begin as orayments begin as orayments begin as orderderderderdered bed bed bed bed byyyyy
the court. the court. the court. the court. the court. Do not wait for DCSS to serve your employer with a
wage assignment. If you do not pay as required, you will be in If you do not pay as required, you will be in If you do not pay as required, you will be in If you do not pay as required, you will be in If you do not pay as required, you will be in
violation of the courviolation of the courviolation of the courviolation of the courviolation of the court ort ort ort ort orderderderderder. I. I. I. I. If yf yf yf yf you arou arou arou arou are self-emploe self-emploe self-emploe self-emploe self-employyyyyed or if alled or if alled or if alled or if alled or if all

About genetic tests . . .About genetic tests . . .About genetic tests . . .About genetic tests . . .About genetic tests . . .

1. 1. 1. 1. 1. WherWherWherWherWhere they are they are they are they are they are taken . . .e taken . . .e taken . . .e taken . . .e taken . . . AAAAAt DCSS bt DCSS bt DCSS bt DCSS bt DCSS by appointment onlyy appointment onlyy appointment onlyy appointment onlyy appointment only. . . . . YYYYYououououou
will receive the results in six to eight weeks through the mail.will receive the results in six to eight weeks through the mail.will receive the results in six to eight weeks through the mail.will receive the results in six to eight weeks through the mail.will receive the results in six to eight weeks through the mail.

2. Cost of the tests . . . 2. Cost of the tests . . . 2. Cost of the tests . . . 2. Cost of the tests . . . 2. Cost of the tests . . . Initially DCSS will pay the genetic testInitially DCSS will pay the genetic testInitially DCSS will pay the genetic testInitially DCSS will pay the genetic testInitially DCSS will pay the genetic test
fee, which is approximately $47.00  per person. If tests showfee, which is approximately $47.00  per person. If tests showfee, which is approximately $47.00  per person. If tests showfee, which is approximately $47.00  per person. If tests showfee, which is approximately $47.00  per person. If tests show
yyyyyou to be the fatherou to be the fatherou to be the fatherou to be the fatherou to be the father, the cour, the cour, the cour, the cour, the court may ort may ort may ort may ort may order yder yder yder yder you to pay the totalou to pay the totalou to pay the totalou to pay the totalou to pay the total
fee for the tests.fee for the tests.fee for the tests.fee for the tests.fee for the tests.

3. I3. I3. I3. I3. If the tests shof the tests shof the tests shof the tests shof the tests show yw yw yw yw you arou arou arou arou are not the father . . . e not the father . . . e not the father . . . e not the father . . . e not the father . . . The courThe courThe courThe courThe court actiont actiont actiont actiont action
will be dismissed and the case against you will be closed.will be dismissed and the case against you will be closed.will be dismissed and the case against you will be closed.will be dismissed and the case against you will be closed.will be dismissed and the case against you will be closed.

About who initiated the complaint against you . . .About who initiated the complaint against you . . .About who initiated the complaint against you . . .About who initiated the complaint against you . . .About who initiated the complaint against you . . .

     1.1.1.1.1.     IIIIIf yf yf yf yf your child rour child rour child rour child rour child receiveceiveceiveceiveceives aid or is enres aid or is enres aid or is enres aid or is enres aid or is enrolled in Molled in Molled in Molled in Molled in Medi-Cal. . .edi-Cal. . .edi-Cal. . .edi-Cal. . .edi-Cal. . .YYYYYour caseour caseour caseour caseour case
was rwas rwas rwas rwas referreferreferreferreferred to DCSS bed to DCSS bed to DCSS bed to DCSS bed to DCSS by the county Sy the county Sy the county Sy the county Sy the county Social Social Social Social Social Sererererervices Agencyvices Agencyvices Agencyvices Agencyvices Agency. U. U. U. U. Uponponponponpon
receipt of the referrals the law requires us to establish and enforcereceipt of the referrals the law requires us to establish and enforcereceipt of the referrals the law requires us to establish and enforcereceipt of the referrals the law requires us to establish and enforcereceipt of the referrals the law requires us to establish and enforce
a court order for child support and reimbursement of publica court order for child support and reimbursement of publica court order for child support and reimbursement of publica court order for child support and reimbursement of publica court order for child support and reimbursement of public
money spent for child  suppormoney spent for child  suppormoney spent for child  suppormoney spent for child  suppormoney spent for child  support. t. t. t. t. WWWWWe will seek an ore will seek an ore will seek an ore will seek an ore will seek an order rder rder rder rder requiringequiringequiringequiringequiring
you to obtain health insurance for your child.you to obtain health insurance for your child.you to obtain health insurance for your child.you to obtain health insurance for your child.you to obtain health insurance for your child.

     2. If your child does not receive aid2. If your child does not receive aid2. If your child does not receive aid2. If your child does not receive aid2. If your child does not receive aid. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .TTTTThe other parent, the courthe other parent, the courthe other parent, the courthe other parent, the courthe other parent, the court
or another agency has asked DCSS to establish and/or enforce aor another agency has asked DCSS to establish and/or enforce aor another agency has asked DCSS to establish and/or enforce aor another agency has asked DCSS to establish and/or enforce aor another agency has asked DCSS to establish and/or enforce a
court order for child support.court order for child support.court order for child support.court order for child support.court order for child support.

About child support payments. . .About child support payments. . .About child support payments. . .About child support payments. . .About child support payments. . .

When you are served. . .When you are served. . .When you are served. . .When you are served. . .When you are served. . .



parties agree, you can make monthly child support paymentsparties agree, you can make monthly child support paymentsparties agree, you can make monthly child support paymentsparties agree, you can make monthly child support paymentsparties agree, you can make monthly child support payments
through an automatic payment program. Call (408) 503-5200 forthrough an automatic payment program. Call (408) 503-5200 forthrough an automatic payment program. Call (408) 503-5200 forthrough an automatic payment program. Call (408) 503-5200 forthrough an automatic payment program. Call (408) 503-5200 for
an enrollment form.an enrollment form.an enrollment form.an enrollment form.an enrollment form.

3.  I3.  I3.  I3.  I3.  If yf yf yf yf you do not  pay . . . ou do not  pay . . . ou do not  pay . . . ou do not  pay . . . ou do not  pay . . . The amounts due will be added to anThe amounts due will be added to anThe amounts due will be added to anThe amounts due will be added to anThe amounts due will be added to an
arrears account; the law requires that 10% interest be charged onarrears account; the law requires that 10% interest be charged onarrears account; the law requires that 10% interest be charged onarrears account; the law requires that 10% interest be charged onarrears account; the law requires that 10% interest be charged on
overdue accounts. If you are drawing unemployment or disabilityoverdue accounts. If you are drawing unemployment or disabilityoverdue accounts. If you are drawing unemployment or disabilityoverdue accounts. If you are drawing unemployment or disabilityoverdue accounts. If you are drawing unemployment or disability
benefits or benefits or benefits or benefits or benefits or WWWWWorororororkerkerkerkerker’’’’’s Compensation, up to 25% of the benefit wills Compensation, up to 25% of the benefit wills Compensation, up to 25% of the benefit wills Compensation, up to 25% of the benefit wills Compensation, up to 25% of the benefit will
be deducted for child support.be deducted for child support.be deducted for child support.be deducted for child support.be deducted for child support.

4. I4. I4. I4. I4. If  yf  yf  yf  yf  you arou arou arou arou are in jail when we in jail when we in jail when we in jail when we in jail when we are are are are are obtaining the ore obtaining the ore obtaining the ore obtaining the ore obtaining the orderderderderder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . YYYYYou may beou may beou may beou may beou may be
entitled to a free attorney to represent you.entitled to a free attorney to represent you.entitled to a free attorney to represent you.entitled to a free attorney to represent you.entitled to a free attorney to represent you.

5. I5. I5. I5. I5. If yf yf yf yf you donou donou donou donou don’’’’’t want a wage assignment sert want a wage assignment sert want a wage assignment sert want a wage assignment sert want a wage assignment servvvvved on yed on yed on yed on yed on your emploour emploour emploour emploour employyyyyer buter buter buter buter but
want to make payments voluntarily . . . want to make payments voluntarily . . . want to make payments voluntarily . . . want to make payments voluntarily . . . want to make payments voluntarily . . . When DCSS establishes aWhen DCSS establishes aWhen DCSS establishes aWhen DCSS establishes aWhen DCSS establishes a
nenenenenew or modified orw or modified orw or modified orw or modified orw or modified orderderderderder, w, w, w, w, we are are are are are re re re re requirequirequirequirequired bed bed bed bed by law to sery law to sery law to sery law to sery law to servvvvve ye ye ye ye yourourourourour
employer with a wage assignment.employer with a wage assignment.employer with a wage assignment.employer with a wage assignment.employer with a wage assignment.

6. When the wage assignment goes into effect. . . 6. When the wage assignment goes into effect. . . 6. When the wage assignment goes into effect. . . 6. When the wage assignment goes into effect. . . 6. When the wage assignment goes into effect. . . When DCSSWhen DCSSWhen DCSSWhen DCSSWhen DCSS
serserserserservvvvves yes yes yes yes your emploour emploour emploour emploour employyyyyererererer, the wage assignment becomes effectiv, the wage assignment becomes effectiv, the wage assignment becomes effectiv, the wage assignment becomes effectiv, the wage assignment becomes effectiveeeee
within within within within within seven seven seven seven seven days of the date the employer receives it.days of the date the employer receives it.days of the date the employer receives it.days of the date the employer receives it.days of the date the employer receives it.

AAAAAbout paying CalWbout paying CalWbout paying CalWbout paying CalWbout paying CalWorororororks costs . . .ks costs . . .ks costs . . .ks costs . . .ks costs . . .

1. 1. 1. 1. 1. Why yWhy yWhy yWhy yWhy you pay CalWou pay CalWou pay CalWou pay CalWou pay CalWorororororks costs . . . ks costs . . . ks costs . . . ks costs . . . ks costs . . . IIIIIf yf yf yf yf your child rour child rour child rour child rour child receiveceiveceiveceiveceives aid or ises aid or ises aid or ises aid or ises aid or is
in foster care, DCSS is required to collect money from you toin foster care, DCSS is required to collect money from you toin foster care, DCSS is required to collect money from you toin foster care, DCSS is required to collect money from you toin foster care, DCSS is required to collect money from you to
repay the state and federal governments for your share of childrepay the state and federal governments for your share of childrepay the state and federal governments for your share of childrepay the state and federal governments for your share of childrepay the state and federal governments for your share of child
support costs.support costs.support costs.support costs.support costs.

2. If the child is living or has lived with you . . . 2. If the child is living or has lived with you . . . 2. If the child is living or has lived with you . . . 2. If the child is living or has lived with you . . . 2. If the child is living or has lived with you . . . If you believe thatIf you believe thatIf you believe thatIf you believe thatIf you believe that
CalWCalWCalWCalWCalWorororororks money was paid out fraudulentlyks money was paid out fraudulentlyks money was paid out fraudulentlyks money was paid out fraudulentlyks money was paid out fraudulently, call the , call the , call the , call the , call the WWWWWelfarelfarelfarelfarelfareeeee
FFFFFraud line at (408) 299-4660. raud line at (408) 299-4660. raud line at (408) 299-4660. raud line at (408) 299-4660. raud line at (408) 299-4660. YYYYYou must also notify DCSS if you must also notify DCSS if you must also notify DCSS if you must also notify DCSS if you must also notify DCSS if yououououou
suspect fraud.suspect fraud.suspect fraud.suspect fraud.suspect fraud.

When you are served. . .When you are served. . .When you are served. . .When you are served. . .When you are served. . .



About foster care . . .About foster care . . .About foster care . . .About foster care . . .About foster care . . .

1. Why you must pay for the support of a child who is in foster care1. Why you must pay for the support of a child who is in foster care1. Why you must pay for the support of a child who is in foster care1. Why you must pay for the support of a child who is in foster care1. Why you must pay for the support of a child who is in foster care
or in an institution . . .or in an institution . . .or in an institution . . .or in an institution . . .or in an institution . . . When your child is placed in foster care orWhen your child is placed in foster care orWhen your child is placed in foster care orWhen your child is placed in foster care orWhen your child is placed in foster care or
when a court removes a child from your home, you remain respon-when a court removes a child from your home, you remain respon-when a court removes a child from your home, you remain respon-when a court removes a child from your home, you remain respon-when a court removes a child from your home, you remain respon-
sible to pay for the support of your child.sible to pay for the support of your child.sible to pay for the support of your child.sible to pay for the support of your child.sible to pay for the support of your child.

2. 2. 2. 2. 2. YYYYYes, the other pares, the other pares, the other pares, the other pares, the other parent has to payent has to payent has to payent has to payent has to pay, too . . ., too . . ., too . . ., too . . ., too . . .     When a child is institu-When a child is institu-When a child is institu-When a child is institu-When a child is institu-
tionalized or placed in foster care, DCSS establishes a separate casetionalized or placed in foster care, DCSS establishes a separate casetionalized or placed in foster care, DCSS establishes a separate casetionalized or placed in foster care, DCSS establishes a separate casetionalized or placed in foster care, DCSS establishes a separate case
against each natural or adoptive parent.against each natural or adoptive parent.against each natural or adoptive parent.against each natural or adoptive parent.against each natural or adoptive parent.

About visitation and custody . . .About visitation and custody . . .About visitation and custody . . .About visitation and custody . . .About visitation and custody . . .

DCSS does not handle custody and visitation.DCSS does not handle custody and visitation.DCSS does not handle custody and visitation.DCSS does not handle custody and visitation.DCSS does not handle custody and visitation. If you have questions If you have questions If you have questions If you have questions If you have questions
about these issues, yabout these issues, yabout these issues, yabout these issues, yabout these issues, you can call the Fou can call the Fou can call the Fou can call the Fou can call the Family Law Family Law Family Law Family Law Family Law Facilitator at theacilitator at theacilitator at theacilitator at theacilitator at the
FFFFFamily Couramily Couramily Couramily Couramily Court (408) 882-2900.t (408) 882-2900.t (408) 882-2900.t (408) 882-2900.t (408) 882-2900.

About medical insurance and Medi-Cal . . .About medical insurance and Medi-Cal . . .About medical insurance and Medi-Cal . . .About medical insurance and Medi-Cal . . .About medical insurance and Medi-Cal . . .

The law requires that health insurance be included The law requires that health insurance be included The law requires that health insurance be included The law requires that health insurance be included The law requires that health insurance be included in a court order ifin a court order ifin a court order ifin a court order ifin a court order if
the coverage is available at little or reasonable cost.the coverage is available at little or reasonable cost.the coverage is available at little or reasonable cost.the coverage is available at little or reasonable cost.the coverage is available at little or reasonable cost.

Medi-Cal is a form of public aid; if you have health insurance avail-Medi-Cal is a form of public aid; if you have health insurance avail-Medi-Cal is a form of public aid; if you have health insurance avail-Medi-Cal is a form of public aid; if you have health insurance avail-Medi-Cal is a form of public aid; if you have health insurance avail-
able at reasonable cost through your work, then it is your responsi-able at reasonable cost through your work, then it is your responsi-able at reasonable cost through your work, then it is your responsi-able at reasonable cost through your work, then it is your responsi-able at reasonable cost through your work, then it is your responsi-
bility to add your child to that medical coverage.bility to add your child to that medical coverage.bility to add your child to that medical coverage.bility to add your child to that medical coverage.bility to add your child to that medical coverage.

AAAAAbout “bout “bout “bout “bout “minor mothersminor mothersminor mothersminor mothersminor mothers” . . .” . . .” . . .” . . .” . . .

Both parents are responsible for supporting a daughter who becomesBoth parents are responsible for supporting a daughter who becomesBoth parents are responsible for supporting a daughter who becomesBoth parents are responsible for supporting a daughter who becomesBoth parents are responsible for supporting a daughter who becomes
a “a “a “a “a “minor  motherminor  motherminor  motherminor  motherminor  mother.”.”.”.”.”          The supporThe supporThe supporThe supporThe support will be used to rt will be used to rt will be used to rt will be used to rt will be used to reimburse weimburse weimburse weimburse weimburse welfarelfarelfarelfarelfareeeee
costs.costs.costs.costs.costs.

When you are served. . .When you are served. . .When you are served. . .When you are served. . .When you are served. . .


