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RE: Guidance for HIV Reporting by Name

California Law Requires HIV Reporting by Name
On April 17, 2006, a California law took effect, changing the way that HIV cases are
reported. Health and Safety Code §121022 now requires that health care providers,
laboratories, and local health departments (LHDs) report cases of HIV infection using patient
names instead of coded identifiers.

The law requires all providers and laboratories to report HIV infection for all HIV-positive
patients even if it is unknown if the patient's HIV infection had been previously reported.
Alternative test sites (ATS) are excluded from this new reporting requirement. Clients should
be informed that California law preserves the ability of individuals to learn their HIV
status through anonymous testing, in which no name is recorded.

What constitutes a reportable HIV test?
There are several laboratory-based tests that are used to diagnose and manage HIV disease.
The laboratory tests that are specific to HIV and are required to be reported are:

. Positive confinnatory HIV antibody test
HIV RNA viral load

"Undetectable" viral load tests are also reportable as long as the individual has
a previous positive HIV test

.

.

Which cases of HIV infection should be reported by name?
Because of the specificity of the law, providers should be aware that testing done prior to and
after the law took effect requires individual consideration as to date and nature of the test
done.
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