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SUBJECT: MEDICALNECESSITY

Policy
"MedicalNecessity"asdefinedbystateandfederalregulationsreferstoservicesthatarereasonableand
necessaryforthediagnosisandtreatmentofapatient.

It is thepolicyof the DepartmentofAlcohol& DrugServicestoonlyprovideMedi-Calservicesto
clients/patientswhomeetmedicalnecessity.Inorderto establishmedicalnecessitythefollowingcriteria
mustbe met:

a) A clinicalevaluationindicatesthattheclienUpatientmeetsthecriteriafor a primaryDSM-IV
diagnosisof a substance-relateddisorderandis mentallycompetentandcognitivelystable
enoughto benefitfromtreatment.

b) Thereis a reasonableexpectationthattheparticipant'sconditionor levelof functioningwill
improvewithtreatment

c) Thetreatmentis safeandeffectiveaccordingto nationallyacceptedstandardclinicalevidence
generallyrecognizedbymentalhealthandsubstanceabuseprofessionals

d) An evaluationusingASAMplacementcriteriawill be usedto placetheclienUpatientin themost
appropriateandcost-effectivelevelofcarethatcanbeprovidedfor theclienUpatient'simmediate
condition.

Procedures
An individualizedtreatmentplanis developedthatis appropriatefor theclienUpatient'scondition.
Initialtreatmentplansshall include:

a) A statementof theproblemsto be addressed
b) Goalsto bereachedwhichaddresseachproblem
c) Actionstepswhichwill betakento accomplishthe identifiedgoals
d) Targetdatesfor theaccomplishmentof actionstepsandgoals

Evaluationof progressin treatmentwill be on-goingand documentationin progressnoteswill record
progresstowardstreatmentgoals.Whena client no longermeetsmedicalnecessity,the client will be
dischargedfromtheprogram.


