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Equestrian Stables Location Feasibility Study 
Phase I:  Use and Trends Summary Report 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Feasibility Study Purpose 
 
The Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Department (County Parks) is 
undertaking an Equestrian Stables Location Feasibility Study (Feasibility Study) to 
examine the feasibility of providing an equestrian stabling facility near Calero County 
Park in San Jose or other high equestrian trail use areas in the Santa Clara County 
Parks system.  The Feasibility Study is intended to address the public demand for 
equestrian stabling and associated equestrian activities in Santa Clara County, as noted 
in the 2003 Strategic Plan for the Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation System, 
and reflects County Parks’ interest to continue to accommodate equestrian use in its 
park system.  
 
 
Use and Trends Summary Report Purpose 
 
This report summarizes the first phase of the Feasibility Study, which is to examine the 
current stabling facility at Calero Ranch Stables, evaluate current and future trends and 
needs for equestrians in Santa Clara County, and to research current practices and 
future trends in other regional park systems in the San Francisco Bay Area.  Based on 
the information gathered from this phase of the project, future phases will establish a 
design program for a future equestrian stabling facility, and evaluate alternative locations 
on public parklands where such a facility may be located.  Financial analysis of potential 
revenue structures will be deferred until a feasible site can be identified. 
 
 
Project Background 
 
County Parks is responsible for the management of 28 parks, constituting about 45,000 
acres of parkland.  The parks are located throughout Santa Clara County and represent 
a diversity of natural habitat.  County Parks serve approximately 2 million residents as 
well as out-of-county visitors.  Santa Clara County Parks offer many recreational 
opportunities that are unique and diverse, as well as regional resources including trails 
for hiking, jogging, horseback riding, and mountain biking, and many other outdoor 
activities. 
 
County Parks and the Parks and Recreation Commission completed a Strategic Plan for 
the Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation System, which was approved by the 
Board of Supervisors in August 2003.  As part of the Strategic Plan, County Parks 
recognized that, while not in high demand in terms of total population use, the continuing 
need for equestrian access, stabling, and associated facilities ranked among other 
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leisure activities that were strongly supported and viewed as part of the heritage of 
Santa Clara County.1   
 
The Santa Clara County regional parks system provides a wide variety of trail 
opportunities for equestrian users.  To date, over ninety-three miles of trails are open to 
equestrians in 11 parks, representing over 60% of the trails provided by County Parks.  
However, there is only one public boarding operation located on parkland.  It is located 
at Calero County Park in southern San Jose.  The land on which the stables are located 
is owned by the Santa Clara Valley Water District, and leased to County Parks.  The 
stables are operated under a lease agreement between County Parks and Calero Ranch 
Stables, an independent operator.  The lease will terminate on November 1, 2010.  
Concerns about existing and potential future water quality requirements for the adjacent 
Calero Reservoir have resulted in the decision not to renew the lease.   
 
The County’s regional parks system contains a number of parks with established 
equestrian use, including Santa Teresa County Park, Almaden-Quicksilver County Park, 
Calero County Park, Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch County Park, Mt. Madonna 
County Park, Ed Levin County Park, Joseph D. Grant Ranch County Park and others.  It 
is possible that a number of possible sites within these parks may support an equestrian 
stabling operation and provide an alternative to the current stable location at Calero 
County Park.  A Feasibility Study to establish site criteria and evaluate potential sites 
was initiated in October 2008. 
 
 
Process to Compile Use and Trends Data 
 
In order to provide County Parks with the use and trends data for the first phase of the 
Feasibility Study, the following steps have been taken thus far: 
 

1. Collection of background data and resources: review and summary of information 
about Calero Ranch Stables, Santa Clara Parks Department user surveys, Park 
trend reports for California, and other similar feasibility studies that have been 
conducted in the past.  (See Appendix A.) 

 
2. Meeting with current lessee: on-site interview and facilities tour with Calero 

Ranch Stables management to get a better understanding of the current facilities 
(property size, boarding options, arenas, buildings, etc.) and programs offered, 
critical economic factors, and current and future demographics of the facility.  
(See Appendix B.) 

 
3. User survey: questionnaire was developed and conducted to gather information 

from current equestrians on boarding facility preferences, location, siting, price, 
trail accessibility, programs offered, and other uses and trends in equestrian 

                                                 
1  For more regarding the Strategic Plan, access the link on the County Parks website: www.parkhere.org 
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recreation.  The majority of respondents (over 600) used the online format for 
submitting responses, and a handful used the paper version.  (See Appendix C.) 
 

4. Public agency survey: web-based research and telephone surveys were 
conducted with a handful of other agencies, to obtain additional background on 
how other agencies structure their equestrian programs and offerings, and what 
they see as current and future equestrian trends.  (See Appendix D.) 

 
5. Community meeting to review preliminary survey results: Over 150 community 

members gathered at a community meeting hosted by County Parks in January 
2009 to hear the preliminary results of the survey, which were available in paper 
format at the meeting, to offer additional input on equestrian use and trends, 
express concerns, and offer suggestions for the next steps of the project.  All 
comments from attendees, as well as those who submitted written comments, 
have been summarized and are included.  (See Appendix E.) 

 
 

Current Operation at Calero Ranch Stables 
 
Calero Ranch Stables is located 10 minutes from Highway 101 in southern San Jose, 
California.  The 62-acre facility has a large array of boarding options for approximately 100 
horses, including stalls, pens, or pasture.  There are turnout areas for the horses, three 
open arenas, one covered arena, and several large pastures.  Other facilities include a hay 
barn and several smaller barns for materials, a clubhouse, pool, concrete area for farriers 
and vets, tack storage areas, and trailer parking areas.  The use of a historic house on-site 
is included in the lease agreement.  It provides housing for stables staff and a 24-hour/day 
presence for security.  Programs offered at Calero include lessons and a therapeutic riding 
program, (both offered by trainers separate from the lessee), summer camp, 4-H programs, 
and guided trail rides.  Approximately 25 additional horses are on-site in the summer for 
these programs.   
 
A recent interview with the lessee and their staff and a site tour of the facility brought to light 
the synergy of management, programs, facilities and location that has developed at Calero 
Ranch Stables over the years.  For example, the therapeutic riding programs for the 
disabled are able to take advantage of facilities and infrastructure already in place, as well 
as the inherent support of the lessee for the program.  But the fact that the therapeutic riding 
program exists at Calero Ranch Stables brings a broader spectrum of the community to the 
facility than might otherwise occur, supporting the other Stables programs, such as lessons 
and trail riding.  Those day-use programs, in turn, help support the boarding programs in a 
variety of ways, and vice versa.  Any or all of the programs may or ma not be successful if 
offered independently from one another, either because of economic or pragmatic reasons.  
Even the location of the site, which provides direct access to the trails with Calero County 
Park, a convenient distance from some local suburban areas, brings added benefit to both 
the boarding and rental elements of the facility.   



 
           Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Department  
               Equestrian Stables Location Feasibility Study 
               Phase I – Use and Trends Report                                                                                                 March 2009 

Page 4 of 7 

 

 

 
Summary of Findings from User Survey and Community Meeting 
 
Initial public outreach for the project began in October 2008, with general advertising 
beginning in early November.  The Survey was available online for seven weeks, ending 
January 10, 2009.  On January 28, 2009, County Parks hosted a meeting to share the 
preliminary results of the survey.  The meeting was well attended and a wide range of 
additional comments was received, reflecting the diversity of the local equestrian 
community.  A summary of the major findings include: 
 

1. Survey as Snapshot:  Based on comments received at the community meeting 
and evaluation of general equestrian trends, the survey was a fairly accurate 
reflection of general demographics and use patterns of a large percent of current 
equestrian interest in Santa Clara County. 
 

2. Boarding Basics:  People are looking for a quality basic boarding facility, with at 
least one arena large enough for multiple riders for training as well as events, 
and ideally should include pasture boarding if space permits. 
 

3. Essential Considerations:  Equestrian riding is essentially a “lifestyle”, not 
necessarily tied to economic status.  Quality of care, price, and proximity to one’s 
horse are the most important criteria for choosing a boarding facility.  
 

4. Spanning the Demographic:  While those who responded to the survey indicate 
that equestrians are middle-aged or older, this does not mean that equestrian 
use will decline in the future. Based upon additional comments, it seems that 
many who ride now were introduced to riding when younger.  They have returned 
to equestrian activities because they have more time/resources to devote to their 
interest and pass on skills to new riders.  Programs for younger riders are thus 
seen as still very important. 
 

5. Changing Landscape:  The general perception is that equestrian opportunities 
have decreased in the County, even though numbers and miles of public trails 
have increased. This is most likely due to the fact that opportunities for stabling 
and introductory riding have decreased, due to closure of both public and private 
boarding facilities, limited locations for horse rental and other beginning services 
close to urban areas, and reduction of casual riding opportunities in rural areas 
as agricultural use recedes in the County. 

 
6. Close yet Remote:  Most respondents indicated that they lived within 20 minutes 

of their current boarding arrangements.  Most expressed satisfaction with these 
and did not plan to seek boarding outside the County.  However, many regretted 
the loss of facilities in/near what are now heavily urban areas in the County.  
When considering potential new sites, County Parks may have to consider long-
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range growth patterns and areas likely to continue to urbanize in the County.  
Given the desire for equestrians to live near their stabling facility, a new facility 
that is located a far distance from Calero may not serve the existing Calero 
stabling population.  Rather, a new facility may serve other equestrian 
populations within the County that, again due to distance, are not currently 
served by Calero Ranch Stables. 
 

7. Small vs. Big:  Santa Clara County contains some rather geographically distinct 
equestrian communities due to the County’s size, geography, and development 
patterns.  A number of smaller sites at multiple locations may meet a wider range 
of user needs, rather than one single new boarding facility.  However, there may 
be economies of scale that would make long-term management of multiple 
smaller facilities economically unfeasible.  As noted in the Calero Ranch Stables 
model, there is a synergy to multiple programs and facilities being offered at one 
location. 
 

8. Expanded Day Use:  People are interested in opportunities for a wider range of 
equestrian experiences in parks, including enclosed areas/arenas for drop-in 
use, more challenging guided rides, destination rides, trails for cart/carriage 
driving and equestrian camping.  In addition to exploring potential sites for 
boarding, County Parks may wish to consider a day use facility, for arena use, 
summer camp, and rentals.  

 
9. Sharing Access:  Access to trails and staging areas is important.  However, 

sharing trails with bicyclists is a problem with many riders.  Shared trails may 
impact the popularity of the facility, so this should be taken into account when 
evaluating potential locations.  At the same time, shared trail use was identified 
as a priority in the 2003 Parks Strategic Plan and will continue to be incorporated 
in County Parks.  Perhaps more can be done in terms of educating both 
equestrians and bicyclists on how to share trails through outreach, improved 
signage, and enforcement of rules.  Training programs have been successful in 
raising awareness for both bicyclists and equestrians on shared trail use in other 
jurisdictions. 

 
 
Public Agency Survey Summary of Findings 
 
Using web-based research and telephone surveys, an evaluation of current and future 
trends at other large public park agencies within the greater San Francisco Bay Area 
was conducted.  All agencies evaluated provide equestrian trails.  Most provide boarding 
facilities through lease of agency lands/facilities to an independent operator.  The 
Livermore Area Recreation and Parks District directly operates an equestrian day-use 
center.  Each agency contacted has a distinct approach to equestrian services, reflecting 
their mission, history, and local concerns.  While not all agency representatives 
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contacted were able to respond to all questions regarding operation of their facilities, a 
number of preliminary findings were made: 
 

1.  Pressure to keep facilities:  Almost every agency is experiencing some public 
pressure to continue equestrian operations as part of their services as other 
equestrian recreation options in an area become more limited.   

 
2.  Site Appropriateness: Concerns have been raised about the continuing site 

appropriateness of some facilities, based upon a variety of factors, including 
resource management, remoteness, unsafe roadway access, and changing local 
patterns that impact economy of scale.  Most facilities with this type of concern 
were already established on-site when an agency acquired the property. 

 
3.  Water Quality Concerns:  Closely related to site appropriateness, some agencies 

have facilities which could of concern in the future due to proximity to sensitive 
stream habitats and other water quality issues.  Better adherence to established 
horse keeping practices and implementation of better manure management may 
mitigate some of these concerns. 

 
4. Long Term Maintenance and Funding:  All agencies identified the growing need to 

address deferred maintenance at equestrian facilities and the limited prospects for 
capital improvement funding for modernization of aging facilities. 

  
5. Connectivity and access:  Increasing demand for connectivity/closing gaps 

between major trail alignments and/or public lands.  Increasing demand for more 
or larger equestrian access/staging areas so as to allow more convenient access 
to trails and safer areas to stage from. 

 
6.  Equestrian Camping:  Closely related to trail connectivity and access, some 

agencies have identified the desire for more equestrian camping along major trail 
routes. 

 
 

Feasibility Study Next Steps 
 

1. Equestrian Facility Basic Program: information gathered from the first phase will 
be used to develop a basic design program of what facilities and infrastructure 
would be necessary and desirable for a potential future facility, with approximate 
size allocations for program elements.  Objective and qualitative site criteria will 
then be established to evaluate potential sites. 

 
2. Complete Public Agency Surveys:  Complete compilation of current practices and 

future trends information with additional public agencies in the area. 
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3. Site Evaluations: potential sites will be evaluated based on their ability to 
accommodate the basic design program and ability to meet a reasonable number 
of the established site evaluation criteria.  The design program may also need to 
be refined based on actual site conditions and environmental constraints. 

 
4. Conduct Community Meeting:  Present to the community, in a public meeting 

forum, a summary of the site evaluations conducted so as to solicit input on what 
sites to consider further and how to refine program needs in light of any potential 
site constraints identified.  

 
5. Conceptual Site Designs: Conceptual site designs and construction cost 

estimates will be developed for selected sites with the greatest potential following 
initial site evaluation. 

 
6. Conduct Community Meeting:  Present conceptual site designs to solicit input 

and feedback 
 

7. Presentation to Parks and Recreation Commission:  Present a Draft of the 
Equestrian Stables Location Feasibility Study Report, including findings and 
recommendations for the Commission’s review and acceptance.   

 
 

 
Appendices 
 
A. Background Information and Resources 
B. Calero Ranch Stables Facilities 
C. Equestrian Use Survey Responses and Summary of Conclusions 
D. Public Agency Survey Summary and Additional Information 
E. Community Meeting #1 Summary and Comments 
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Appendix C-1 Equestrian Use Survey Results

1. How many horses do you own or lease?

Response
Percent

Response
Count

0 16.4% 106

1 28.8% 186

2 26.6% 172

3 11.5% 74

4 or more 16.7% 108

answered question 646

skipped question 0

2. Do you compete or show your horse?

Response
Percent

Response
Count

Yes 43.2% 191

No 56.8% 251

answered question 442

skipped question 204



3. Where do you board your horse(s)? 

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

On my own property 28.7% 127

Someone else's property by private 

arrangement
16.3% 72

Public stable 27.1% 120

Private stable 27.8% 123

 If at a stable or elsewhere, which one? 183

  answered question 442

  skipped question 204

4. Indicate the type of boarding you currently have for your horse(s):

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Stall 23.5% 104

Pipe corral 18.3% 81

Pasture 24.2% 107

 Other (please specify) 33.9% 150

  answered question 442

  skipped question 204
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5. What are you currently paying for board for each of your horses per month?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Not paying for board 31.9% 141

Less than $200 6.8% 30

$201-$300 24.7% 109

$301-$400 21.3% 94

$401-$500 6.6% 29

$501-$600 3.4% 15

$601-$700 2.3% 10

$700 and above 3.2% 14

  answered question 442

  skipped question 204

6. What services are included with your boarding fee? (Check all that apply.)

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Feed 65.6% 290

Enclosure cleaning 37.1% 164

Turnout 14.5% 64

Blanketing 10.9% 48

Special diet 10.9% 48

Trailer storage 33.5% 148

N/A (Not paying for board) 28.5% 126

 Other (please specify) 10.6% 47

  answered question 442

  skipped question 204
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7. What is the status of your current boarding arrangements? 

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Very satisfied with current 

boarding arrangements
52.3% 231

Mostly satisfied with current 

boarding arrangements
26.2% 116

Looking to relocate to another facility 

in Santa Clara County in the near 

future

4.8% 21

Looking to relocate to another facility 

out of Santa Clara County in the near 

future

0.2% 1

 Other (please specify) 16.5% 73

  answered question 442

  skipped question 204

8. When you are choosing a place to board your horse, how important are the following criteria? Rate each as very important, 

somewhat important or not very important to you:

  Very important Somewhat important Not very important
Response

Count

Convenient location 78.1% (345) 20.4% (90) 1.6% (7) 442

Price 68.9% (304) 29.9% (132) 1.1% (5) 441

Type of feed available 76.9% (340) 21.0% (93) 2.0% (9) 442

Feed quality 90.0% (398) 8.6% (38) 1.4% (6) 442

Proximity to trails 67.0% (296) 29.9% (132) 3.2% (14) 442

Quality of care 87.3% (385) 10.9% (48) 1.8% (8) 441

Quality of facility 65.2% (288) 32.8% (145) 2.0% (9) 442

Type of arenas available 38.1% (168) 46.3% (204) 15.6% (69) 441

Stall boarding offered 31.0% (137) 32.4% (143) 36.7% (162) 442

Pipe corral boarding offered 25.9% (114) 43.2% (190) 30.9% (136) 440

Pasture boarding offered 42.5% (187) 33.9% (149) 23.6% (104) 440
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Trust owners/care takers 92.7% (409) 5.2% (23) 2.0% (9) 441

Services offered (cleaning, turnout, 

etc.)
41.7% (184) 37.2% (164) 21.1% (93) 441

Training/lessons offered 16.6% (73) 32.2% (142) 51.2% (226) 441

Stable staff on site 24 hours 49.9% (219) 32.6% (143) 17.5% (77) 439

Other 54.6% (59) 9.3% (10) 36.1% (39) 108

 Other (please specify) 82

  answered question 442

  skipped question 204

9. Classify the following stable amenities as either: willing to pay extra for, must have for what I pay, or don’t need:

  Willing to pay extra for
Must have for what I 

pay
Don't need

Response

Count

Ample arenas 10.0% (44) 67.6% (299) 22.4% (99) 442

Covered arena 31.1% (137) 36.1% (159) 32.9% (145) 441

Lighted arena 23.5% (104) 42.3% (187) 34.2% (151) 442

Safety lighting in barn area 12.2% (54) 73.0% (322) 14.7% (65) 441

Access to adjacent trail 30.5% (135) 54.3% (240) 15.2% (67) 442

Lunge ring 6.9% (30) 47.4% (207) 45.8% (200) 437

Round pen 7.9% (35) 64.3% (284) 27.8% (123) 442

Ample turn out pens 13.3% (59) 67.4% (298) 19.2% (85) 442

Horse washing area 7.2% (32) 83.0% (367) 9.7% (43) 442

Vet / farrier shelter 10.6% (47) 51.6% (228) 37.8% (167) 442

Ample tack storage 10.4% (46) 74.2% (328) 15.4% (68) 442

Clubhouse 7.9% (35) 7.2% (32) 84.8% (375) 442

Vending machines 5.2% (23) 5.2% (23) 89.6% (396) 442

Showers 7.5% (33) 2.9% (13) 89.6% (396) 442

Restrooms for boarders 11.3% (50) 80.3% (355) 8.4% (37) 442

Picnic area 5.0% (22) 14.0% (62) 81.0% (358) 442
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Ample auto parking 6.8% (30) 84.2% (372) 9.0% (40) 442

Ample trailer parking 19.5% (86) 61.5% (272) 19.0% (84) 442

Beginner lessons 8.4% (37) 5.9% (26) 85.7% (379) 442

Trainers available/clinics 24.4% (108) 16.7% (74) 58.8% (260) 442

Blanketing service 26.5% (117) 13.1% (58) 60.4% (267) 442

Turnout service 28.9% (127) 18.0% (79) 53.2% (234) 440

Routine vet care such as 

vaccinations
29.6% (131) 20.1% (89) 50.2% (222) 442

Feed special supplements service 34.4% (152) 18.1% (80) 47.5% (210) 442

Site security 17.5% (77) 67.3% (296) 15.2% (67) 440

Stall cleaning 20.4% (90) 51.5% (227) 28.1% (124) 441

Other 17.5% (14) 12.5% (10) 70.0% (56) 80

 Other (please specify) 31

  answered question 442

  skipped question 204

10. What is the maximum board rent per month you would pay for a facility to your liking?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Less than $200 per month 7.5% 33

$201-$300 per month 31.0% 137

$301-$400 per month 34.6% 153

$401-$500 per month 14.3% 63

$501-$600 per month 4.8% 21

$601-$700 per month 3.8% 17

$700 and above per month 4.1% 18

  answered question 442

  skipped question 204
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11. Have you had difficulty finding board you are happy with? 

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Yes 41.2% 182

No 58.8% 260

  answered question 442

  skipped question 204

12. If yes, what caused this difficulty?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Location 9.3% 41

Rent 5.9% 26

Services 7.7% 34

Availability 6.8% 30

N/A (I didn't have difficulty) 50.5% 223

 Other (please specify) 19.9% 88

  answered question 442

  skipped question 204
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13. How long does it take for you to travel to your horse boarding facility from your home?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Less than 10 minutes 37.1% 164

10 minutes 17.0% 75

20 minutes 25.3% 112

30 minutes 14.7% 65

40 minutes 2.5% 11

50 minutes 1.1% 5

60 minutes or more 2.3% 10

  answered question 442

  skipped question 204

14. Has the availability of the following equestrian facilities/activities changed in your area in the last 5 years? (Place a check 

next to the appropriate category.)

  Increased Decreased Neither Don't know
Response

Count

Boarding 12.9% (57) 55.0% (243) 12.4% (55) 19.7% (87) 442

Trails 21.7% (96) 35.1% (155) 28.7% (127) 14.5% (64) 442

Clinics 13.3% (59) 23.8% (105) 24.7% (109) 38.2% (169) 442

Show facilities 5.0% (22) 28.3% (125) 24.0% (106) 42.8% (189) 442

  answered question 442

  skipped question 204
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15. How often do you travel out of the County with your horse(s) to vacation or compete?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Never 20.6% 91

Once to twice a year 23.3% 103

Three to five times a year 24.0% 106

Six or more times a year 32.1% 142

  answered question 442

  skipped question 204

16. How many years have you been riding?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

0-5 15.0% 76

6-10 16.7% 85

11-20 20.3% 103

21 or more 48.0% 244

  answered question 508

  skipped question 138
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17. What kind of riding do you do? (Check all that apply.)

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Western 58.5% 297

Hunter/Jumper 20.7% 105

Trail/Hacking 69.5% 353

Eventing 10.2% 52

Dressage 24.6% 125

Endurance/NATRC 21.1% 107

 Other (please specify) 16.1% 82

  answered question 508

  skipped question 138

18. How much time do you devote to horse-related activities per week, not including driving time? 

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Less than 1 hour 8.1% 41

1 to 2 hours 4.3% 22

2 to 4 hours 8.3% 42

4 to 8 hours 21.5% 109

8 or more 57.9% 294

  answered question 508

  skipped question 138
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19. On which activity do you spend the most time?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Trail riding 46.9% 238

Arena riding 21.3% 108

Both trail riding and arena riding 

equally
31.9% 162

  answered question 508

  skipped question 138

20. Would you or your family participate in the following equestrian programs if offered through a public boarding facility?

  Yes No
Response

Count

Summer camp 38.8% (197) 61.2% (311) 508

Guided trail rides 54.1% (275) 45.9% (233) 508

4-H equestrian programs 36.2% (184) 63.8% (324) 508

Therapeutic riding 24.4% (124) 75.6% (384) 508

Riding Lessons 63.6% (323) 36.4% (185) 508

Equestrian Camping 77.6% (394) 22.4% (114) 508

  answered question 508

  skipped question 138

Page 11



21. If you ride on public trails, how long is your typical ride?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

1 hour or less 7.9% 40

1 - 2 hours 34.3% 174

2 - 3 hours 37.0% 188

3 hours or more 17.9% 91

N/A (I don't ride on trails) 3.0% 15

  answered question 508

  skipped question 138

22. How often do you ride on public trails?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Every day 3.1% 16

Twice a week or more 38.8% 197

Once a week 14.8% 75

Twice or more per month 15.9% 81

Once a month or less 23.2% 118

N/A (I don't ride on trails) 4.1% 21

  answered question 508

  skipped question 138
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23. What time, or times, of day do you ride? (Check all that apply.)

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Before 9 am 17.1% 87

Between 9 am and 1 pm 74.8% 380

Between 1 pm and 5 pm 64.2% 326

After 5 pm 30.9% 157

  answered question 508

  skipped question 138

24. How often do you become annoyed or frustrated with other types of trail users when riding?

  Often Sometimes Once or twice Never
Response

Count

Hikers 2.6% (13) 14.4% (73) 23.6% (120) 59.4% (302) 508

Bikers 25.8% (131) 28.1% (143) 27.0% (137) 19.1% (97) 508

Dogs 10.8% (55) 24.6% (125) 26.4% (134) 38.2% (194) 508

  answered question 508

  skipped question 138

25. Do you avoid riding on trails that allow:

  Yes No
Response

Count

Hikers 4.7% (24) 95.3% (484) 508

Bikers 49.4% (251) 50.6% (257) 508

Dogs 20.9% (106) 79.1% (402) 508

  answered question 508

  skipped question 138
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26. Which of the following parks do you use the most for your equestrian activities? (Choose up to 3.)

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Almaden Quicksilver County Park 27.5% 135

Anderson County Lake 0.6% 3

Calero County Park 51.1% 251

Coyote Creek County Park 7.1% 35

Coyote Lake – Harvey Bear Ranch 

County Park
20.2% 99

Joseph D. Grant County Park 9.6% 47

Mount Madonna County Park 15.7% 77

Rancho San Antonio County Park 13.2% 65

Santa Teresa County Park 7.9% 39

Stevens Creek/Upper Stevens Creek 

County Park
9.2% 45

Ed Levin County Park 14.7% 72

Henry Coe State Park 25.1% 123

 Other (please specify) 20.6% 101

  answered question 491

  skipped question 155
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27. How would you characterize your future plans as an equestrian in Santa Clara County?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Plan to maintain riding patterns for 

next 10 years
46.7% 237

Plan to expand riding in the next 10 

years
46.9% 238

Plan to reduce riding in the next 10 

years
2.6% 13

Plan to move out of the area in the 

next 10 years
3.9% 20

  answered question 508

  skipped question 138

28. Age

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Under 18 8.3% 40

18-30 6.7% 32

31-40 13.1% 63

41-50 29.2% 140

51-65 37.9% 182

Over 65 4.8% 23

  answered question 480

  skipped question 166
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29. Gender

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Male 11.9% 57

Female 88.1% 424

  answered question 481

  skipped question 165

30. Zip code in which you live?

 
Response

Count

  446

  answered question 446

  skipped question 200

31. How long have you lived in the Santa Clara County area?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Less than a year 4.8% 21

1-2 years 1.8% 8

2-3 years 0.5% 2

3-5 years 1.8% 8

5-10 years 10.7% 47

10-20 years 23.9% 105

20 years or more 56.5% 248

  answered question 439

  skipped question 207
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32. Your responses will be tabulated anonymously and summarized to assist us in understanding current use patterns and 

future trends in equestrian recreation in Santa Clara County. If you would like to be added to the mailing list for the County’s 

Equestrian Stables Feasibility Study and to receive upcoming announcements and meeting notifications, please include your 

address and/or phone number below. 

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

 Name: 91.9% 248

 Company: 14.4% 39

 Address: 80.7% 218

 Address 2: 3.3% 9

 City/Town: 85.9% 232

 State: 88.9% 240

 ZIP/Postal Code: 86.3% 233

 Email Address: 97.4% 263

 Phone Number: 55.6% 150

  answered question 270

  skipped question 376
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Appendix C-2  Additional Survey Responses  

Question 3. ”Where do you board your horses?” 

Garrod Farms – 15 
AEC – 2 
Calero – 29 
Ligara Farms - 1 
Big Oak Ranch -1 
Indian Hills Ranch – 26 
Bear Creek – 5 
Lakeview – 7 
Scherf’s Pony Farm – 1 
Rid Hernandez Training – 1 
Diamond W Ranch – 4 
Almaden Equestrian Center – 6 
Five Star – 2 
Folsom Lake Equestrian Center – 1 
Rocking S Ranch – 1 
Portola Valley – 1 
Martin Training Stable – 1 
Dancing Horse – 1 
Creekside – 1 
Ranch in San Jose – 1 
Stable in Cupertino – 1 
Creekside Equestrian Center – 1 
Westwind Barn – 1 
Whispering Hills Ranch – 1 
Painted Moon – 1 
Morning Sun Ranch – 1 
Brookside Stables – 2 
KT Training – 1 
Stanford Red Barn – 1 
Marina Equestrian Center – 1 
Bay Laurel Arabians – 1 
Wild Oak Ranch – 1 
Second Chance Ranch – 1 

Moss Beach Ranch – 1 
Arriba Vista – 1  
Page Mill Pastures – 4 
Moon Valley Ranch – 1 
Rokenda Arabians – 1 
Extended Farms -1 
Curtis Ranch – 2 
Webb Ranch – 4 
Covered Bridge – 1 
Painted Gypsy – 1 
Eddy Ranch – 1 
Luck Barn – 1 
Garzas Creek Ranch – 1 
Legacy Oaks – 1 
Rocking S Ranch – 1 
Rancho Gavilan – 1 
Flying Tail Farms – 1 
Whispering Creek – 9 
Portola Pastures – 3 
Legacy Farms – 1 
Mar Vista Stables – 1 
Miwok Stables – 1 
MPSMC – 1 
Coast Road Stables – 1 
Benttencourt Stables – 1 
Sargent Equestrian – 1 
Shamrock Ranch – 1 
Folger Stable Wunderlich Park – 1 
NCEFT – 1 
Carrolls Stables – 1 
Hibbit’s Family Stables – 1 
Cevalo Riding Academy – 3 
Equus Farms – 1

 
Question 6. ” What services are included with your boarding fee?  (Check all that apply.)” 

 1. Arena (indoor/outdoor) round pens, social gatherings/events, physical safety checks 

 2. Just self care rent for facility 

 3. Grounds and pasture cleaning 

 4. Horse in stall is fed and the enclosure is cleaned with shavings provided. I have trailer parking.  

 5. Totally self-care 

 6. At home 

 7. NA 

 8. Full time barn manager and also full time handy-man 
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 9. All of the above services are included at our home. 

 10. Use of night lighted arena, outdoor arena, trails on private property & Ed Levin Park trails 

 11. We pay $95.00/mo for shelter w/ Pipe and ten hours per qtr work and clean our own pens 

 12. Will assist w/blanketing/graining sometimes 

 13. TRAILER STORAGE IS $30. PER MONTH 

 14. Common area clean-up, repairs to fences etc. 

 15. housing only, everything else is extra 

 16. None 

 17. I am caretaker at ranch.  I provide all services for my horse and seven others 

 18. I do not pay board at the private property. 

 19. I pay additional for trailer storage at the stables 

 20. Training. 

 21. Mare leased - lessee pays board 

 22. Shavings 

 23. Horses are at home 

 24. Maintenance/repairs of stall 

 25. Additional fees if you want turn-out, blanketing, diet, etc 

 26. Services are not offered so boarders help each other; I provide all care, daily. 

 27. Great accessibility to Huddart and Wunderlich Park and Woodside trail club member 

 28. Arena 

 29. Tack storage 

 30. It is for board only...self care 

 31. Training 

 32. I would expect Feed, enclosure cleaning. 

 33. FACILITIES FOR MY FARRIER 

 34. No board, but I pay for feed and do work around barn 

 35. Warm water for bathing and 3 meals a day 

 36. Our horses are on our property. We don't pay someone else for board. 

 37. We lease the barn and pay for all the others services ourselves (food, cleaning etc) 

 38. They feed hay, but I have to feed grain, as well. 

 39. This is what I offer to horses that board with me; I charge 380/month 

 40. Fresh Shavings added twice a week to stall 

 41. Fed 3X a day: am/pm hay afternoon grain 
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 42. Only for the stalled horse - for pasture horses, nothing is included. 

 43. Self care.  I do everything 

 44. All self care just paying for the space 

 45. Pasture, no shelters 

 46. Tack room 

 47. $370 provides a large 14 x 14 stall with tack room inside and 36 x 36 pipe pen, 4 options for feed 

 
 
Question 8. “When you are choosing a place to board your horse, how important are the following 
criteria? Rate each as very important, somewhat important or not very important to you:” 

1. Not over populated or poor waster removal. Proper management of pasture rotation and care of the land.

 2. Business like management, safety minded, professional - no drama 

 3. Security of Premises 

 4. Having lights & tack boxes are very nice to have 

 5. Automatic watering, fly control system, tack storage, and allows jumping. 

 6. The other boarders' happiness and friendliness, social opportunities w/ other equestrians(i don’t want to 
board there if everyone else is a jerk!) 

 7. I like a place that is flexible and can offer a variety of amenities, and price range. From pasture board to 
stall barns, and a trainer or decent arena onsite. 

 8. Stable should be located near trail access to a network of trails 

 9. Good vet on call and good horseshoer available 

 10. Good-natured people for the other boarders. Barefoot and natural horsemanship friendly. 

 11. Not boarding 

 12. Knowledgeable horse staff 

 13. Adjacent to parks and trails and horse trailer parking on site of boarding facility 

 14. That people in charge genuinely love horses and not just the income that boarding them provides 

 15. I require trailer space 

 16. Overall safety of the facility; i.e. in case of fire; earthquake, etc. & qualified personnel working there 

 17. Ability to give lessons out of the barn (I have my own business) and also to have outside trainers come 
onto the property 

 18. Close/on to trails. No public trails to ride and I'd move to a place that was close to them without trailering.

 19. Access to sick/injured horses 24 hrs. a day 

 20. Adequate water 

 21. Ability to modify program to suit personal desires 

 22. Trail Access that is safe and goes to a large trail system. I condition my horses on trail 
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 23. Availability of water for bathing all year round 

 24. The total cost, not the board price, is what matters. 

 25. Managers knowledge of horses and handling 

 26. Easy trailer access. Clean, covered arena for riding in winter, Lighted at night 

 27. Management must support Natural Horsemanship as well as other traditional horsemanship ideals. 

 28. Allowing an outside trainer to come in 

 29. Number of boarders at the stable, type of riding commonly done, jumping arenas available especially, 
tack rooms available 

 30. Security of property 

 31. That I can buy my own feed/do my own feeding and cleaning 

 32. Daily turn-out (at least a 1/2 day) 

 33. My horses live at my house, on a trail system 

 34. Managers understand and accept Natural Horsemanship 

 35. Clean Environment with friendly and helpful management 

 36. Atmosphere; do people gossip when others do things in a 'different' way? 

 37. Attitude and maturity of management and boarders 

 38. Clear, well communicated and enforced courtesy and procedure rules 

 39. I board with my trainer and I love her and her stables 

 40. If I were to board, this is what I'd look for 

 41. Price is on the top of my priority list 

 42. The boarders at Calero are like family and keep watch on other boarders horses. 

 43. To continue keeping my horses on my property 

 44. Ability to bring in own trainer 

 45. I either take care of my own horses or have a friend help in my absence and have never relied on facility 
services as far as feed, cleaning, turnout, grooming, etc. 

 46. Not boarding my horse 

 47. Availability to trailer horses out early am for trail rides, competitions, campouts & return late pm 

 48. Security 

 49. Allow variety of equestrian discipline (western, English, jumping, carriage driving) 

 50. Space for horses to roam and play with others as they are social animals 

 51. My horse's physical safety is my MOST important consideration. 

 52. Allow me to train my clients in the care and training of the horse 

 53. Trailer parking, wash racks, manure removal 
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 54. Caretaker being aware of any illness or injury & immediately notifying me. 

 55. Friendly people 

 56. Congenial atmosphere; co-operation 

 57. Cleanliness 

 58. LIGHTS!!! Cannot stress how important it is to be able to see in stalls and around stable property at 
night. Also, at least one covered arena is necessary for rain. 

 59. Lights for owners that work full time and still want to care for their horses after work 

 60. Hours of use- how early/late can I use the arena 

 61 PARKING FOR TRAILER 

 62. Different services for different prices 

 63. Combination stall and paddock is critical 

 64. Need close proximity to county park trails 

 65. Atmosphere of facility/other boarders 

 66. See answer 6 - question 8 doesn't really apply to us 

 67. This is what my borders tell me 

 68. Do not board, they are on my property 

 69. On site trails, round pens, wash racks 

 70. If I boarded off my own property. 

 71. Overall size of the facility-number of horses to amenities. Wash racks are also important. 

 72. People caring for horses should be as concerned about boarded horses as if they were their own. We 
had one die this past summer because no one checked on her in her stall. Her water was broken. 
Someone noticed something wrong and never reported it, yet they went inside the stall. So why did they 
drop the ball. We'll never know now. I mentioned this to the owner to no avail. 

 73. Security gates or fencing 

 74. Access to public trails & wilderness areas 

 75. Large pastures to turn out stalled horses for a few hours is essential 

 76. Secure trailer storage 

 77. I do all my own care and feeding, I don't want anyone handling my ponies but me 

 78. Who are the other boarders? Friendly? 

 79. Barefoot & natural horsemanship friendly. Grass feed for my horse, safe paturing 

 80. None of these is important to me because I do not board my horses. 

 81. Allows outside trainers and students to come in and use the facility. 

 82. The other boarders. It is very valuable to have people who will help each other (like turnout buddies) and 
friends to help check up on the staff and how our horses are getting fed.  
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Question 9: “Classify the following stable amenities as either: willing to pay extra for, must have for what I 
pay, or don’t need:” 

 1. Proper land management care of the area. 

 2. Can do own stall cleaning 

 3. Intermediate to advanced lessons in either dressage, jumping, or both 

 4. Most stables can do just fine without all the fancy amenities 

 5. You should offer discounts for people taking safety tests or clinics 

 6. Knowing the person in charge is horse knowledgeable is very important if I am no on the premises 

 7. Again, these responses are only if we boarded our horses; which we have done in the past. 

 8. Answers are based on if I was boarding 

 9. Locked gates at all entry/exit areas to reduce risk of theft of trailers or horses 

 10. Tanbark or some sprinklers 

 11. # l0 is based on 2 horses 

 12. Round the clock access. 

 13. Would prefer an all inclusive fee, rather than tacked on fees for standard care such as Blanketing, 
feeding lunches, turn outs, those should automatically be included in the "full service" board fees. 

 14. I run a full service barn 

 15. If I were to board, this is what I'd want (I would want pasture board) 

 16. Must be able to take care of my horse after work, getting there sometimes after7p.m. 

 17. Ample water 

 18. I need a secure boarding facility that is well maintained so that it is safe in the turnouts and around 
the barn. I bring in my own vet. Calero has been the perfect mix of a decently maintained facility 
where the staff don't go crazy making rules to punish the many for the irresponsibility of the few. 

 19. Don't need to board. But would like to rent arena or private trail services 

 20. $325/mo should include stall cleaning, but it does not. 

 21. Suitable arena for driving- need to be allowed to drive horses on property 

 22. Must be friendly people, not know it all people 

 23. See answer 6 - this also doesn't really apply to us 

 24. Do not board 

 25. If I boarded off my own property. 

 26. Good footing 

 27. I teach & train: facilities need to accept trainers liability insurance 

 28. Arena dragging; must have. 

 29. Consistently good quality hay is premium 

 30. I do not board my horses, so I don't need any of these services. 



 
Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Department Equestrian Stables Location Feasibility Study 
Use and Trends Report 
Appendix C-2 Additional Survey Responses  

Page 7 of 15 

 31. Clean facility and safe structures 

 
 
Question 12:  “If yes, (Have you had difficulty finding board you are happy with?) what caused this 
difficulty?” 

 1. Pasture horses on my own property 

 2. Conditions of the facilities 

 3. Location and also dissatisfaction with trainer, no choice of trainer 

 4. Location + Professional + Safe + Trails + Indoor Arena = hard to find together 

 5. People who understand the proper care and feeding of animals 

 6. Difficult to find a place with a good pasture. Calero is perfect. Will be difficult to find another 
adequate pasture. 

 7. If I had to move from where I am now, I would have some difficulty finding what I want nearby for 
the right price. Lots of places are closing down and the ones that are left are either filthy and run 
down or exorbitantly priced. 

 8. Do not need to board, have large land for horses keeping 

 9. Location, affordable rent and trails 

 10. Trusting owners, managers. 

 11. Rent vs. Services Received 

 12. Trustworthy management - upkeep of facilities 

 13. I keep my horses at home and am thrilled 

 14. Ample space with good drainage and good feed are often difficult to find. 

 15. All of the above - either too expensive or not close enough or not enough room 

 16. Poor management, too many bosses not enough workers 

 17. Finding a qualified trainer. 

 18. I do not board my horses 

 19. Location, costs are primary reasons 

 20. NA 

 21. Again, my horses are at home and one hundred percent my responsibility 

 22. It is tough finding decent pasture that's safe, with shelter and close to trails 

 23. Availability and services when we boarded years ago 

 24. I am EXTREMELY happy where I have been boarding. 

 25. Uneducated caretakers 

 26. I board in Marin where rent is extremely high, this I find to be difficult considering what board is in 
Sonoma Co for example 

 27. All the above 
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 28. Need to be close/on public trails  I trail ride. Also a place where I don't have to trailer to get on trails. 

 29. Before I boarded my horse at home, I boarded at public stables or found a private owner with extra 
space to board. I have found that to be the satisfactory solution if I cannot keep my horse at home. 

 30. I would like a 50+ acre pasture with tree shelter to share with 10 to 20 horses 

 31. You're closing Calero Ranch Stables. 

 32. n/a 

 33. All of the above and a philosophy of care we could embrace 

 34. Quality of stable and managers as well as price 

 35. Lack of quality and pastures 

 36. Need to be close to trails and home 

 37. I lease my horse from the stables themselves, so I don't get to chose where he lives.  

 38. Trails not always available 

 39. Cost 

 40. I live on trails, so I'm happy 

 41. Lack of professional management, dirty & unsanitary conditions 

 42. Spaces for horses are too small for their health and managers don't support Natural Horsemanship 

 43. Quality of arena footing 

 44. I haven't really been looking 

 45. Quality of the facility. 

 46. Want access to trails 

 47. I have happily boarded at Calero for 20 years 

 48. Not maintaining care agreement 

 49. All of the above plus needs access to trails, prior stable in Union City closed down. 

 50. Space for horses/pasture/paddocks, services, rent and availability - there are less and less places 
avail to board horses in Santa Clara county unless you go all the way down to Morgan Hill or Gilroy 
- to far when you live in Cupertino 

 51. Location, rent, availability, trail access, small-unsafe-rundown enclosures. 

 52. Trust of people, quality of boarders, 

 53. Ample turn out 

 54. My answer is not YES 

 55. Horse stalling, places are run down or inadequate using hot wire in pens etc. 

 56. I checked no, so don't know why the response to yes is here... 

 57. Pasture horses seem "less valuable" to barn owners. less food, less care, less attention etc. 

 58. Poor quality facilities and bad management 
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 59. Location plus quality of facilities - near me but have enough space, arenas, and tack room. 

 60. No Difficulty 

 61. Feed quality/quantity and property quality/safety 

 62. Want pasture 

 63. When Calero closes in 2010, I will have difficulty finding board due to location & services 

 64. Location & Ability to drive horses on the property 

 65. Inadequate caretaking 

 66. Consistent quality of feed 

 67. Location, rent, services, availability 

 68. NO 

 69. once again this doesn't apply to us 

 70. I keep my horses at my place and I board other horses 

 71. Price of Boarding 

 72. Poor management, which affected all aspects of facility and care 

 73. do not board 

 74. Quality of footing in riding arenas is poor.  Only good one is in Gilroy, which is why I drive that far for 
my show horse. 

 75. Safe Fencing, Quality Food fed consistently, Usable Lit Arenas, Secure area. 

 76. Services at the price, also my horse has a huge paddock. 

 77. All of the above. It's difficult to find good horse care in Silicon Valley! 

 78. Can't find a location that has "flat" pastures for horses with arthritis. 

 79. Lack of shade and lack of a track to gallop horses 

 80. Pasture, living in natural herd, access to tails without trailering are difficult to find 

 81. Dissatisfaction with the management 

 82. Upkeep and maintenance expected with barns isn't always outstanding. Often, barns over promise 
and under deliver. 

 83. trail access 

 84. Need a place that will take stallions 

 85. IHR is wonderful, but sometimes completely full. Was lucky to get in when I needed to. 

 86. Maintenance issues, but we deal with it. 

 87. Did not feed grass hay or offer pasture board segregated by sex or had shod horses in pasture 

 88. Location and rent combined. I am a trail rider - don't need much and don't make a lot of money. 

 
Question 17. “What kind of riding do you do? (Check all that apply.)” 
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 1. Need an area to hold equestrian events, not just boarding and trail riding 

 2. Children take lessons at horse camp 

 3. I attend several weeks of the summer camp at Calero Ranch Stables every year. 

 4. Plain old hike and take my horse, ride bareback, trails are very important , ranch work 

 5. Trail trials 

 6. Working Cow horse 

 7. Camping & Packing 

 8. Packing 

 9. Cattle ranch work 

 10. Pony Club 

 11. Ride trails 

 12. Working cow 

 13. Penning, 

 14. Cattle work 

 15. Trail Trials, cow work, NATRC, drill team 

 16. Team penning, gymkhana 

 17. Mountain trails, overnight pack trips. 

 18. Trail Trials 

 19. Packing in the backcountry 

 20. Bareback 

 21. English 

 22. Team Penning and Sorting, horse camping 

 23. Trail riding (not showing) 

 24. Penning, calf roping 

 25. Recreation trail riding in bay area parks 

 26. Mounted patrol 

 27. Saddle seat English pleasure, Driving 

 28. Cattle Work 

 29. train natural horsemanship, packing 

 30. Mounted patrol for County; also harness/driving 

 31. Pleasure - trail riding 

 32. Recreational trail riding. (This is different than 'trail' or 'hacking'.) 

 33. Cavalry 
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 34. Trail 

 35. English 

 36. English, bare back 

 37. English 

 38. Cows, drill team 

 39. Would also like to learn English 

 40. Horse camping 

 41. Cow sorting/ team penning 

 42. Mostly Natural Horsemanship and Trail Riding and some Dressage and Jumping 

 43. Poker rides and trail trials and team penning and sorting of cows and play days 

 44. Cutting, reining cow horse 

 45. Ride for pleasure 

 46. CSHA Trail Trials, APHA, AQHA & CSHA Trail Riding hour logs. 

 47. Trail Trials 

 48. Packing into the mountains 

 49. Natural Horsemanship 

 50. I drive my horse also 

 51. Train horse and teach riding 

 52. Therapeutic 

 53. Carriage Driving 

 54. General English riding 

 55. Driving, parades, etc 

 56. Western, English, bareback 

 57. Search and Rescue 

 58. trail trials  

 59. Lots of trail riding on local trails  

 60. Mounted Search and Rescue 

 61. English 

 62. Camping 

 63. English 

 64. Carriage Driving/CDE's & group drives/parades/participate in club activities 

 65. TRAIL TRIALS 

 66. English 
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 67. Horse patrol 

 68. Saddle seat 

 69. Saddle seat 

 70. trail, camping, arena work 

 71. Do not ride but see the need for riders to be able to use the park 

 72. General 

 73. Camping  

 74. Cutting  

 75. Polo  

 76. trail trials  

 77. trail trials  

 78. driving, draft work   

 79. Cattle sorting  

 80. Barrel racing, team penning 

 81. Drill Team 

 82. Carriage driving 

 
Question 26. “Which of the following parks do you use the most for your equestrian activities? 

 1. Fremont Older Open Space 

 2. Private, Granite Rock Construction in Aromas. We pay a liability fee. 

 3. Coyote Creek 

 4. Travel to neighboring counties, Monterey, Santa Cruz, San Mateo and north of SF 

 5. Santa Ana River park 

 6. Las Trampas 

 7. Garrod Farms 

 8. Sycamore Grove, Livermore, CA 

 9. Saddleback Butte State Park - Lancaster, Joshua Tree National Park, Red Rock Canyon State 
Park, BLM, Forestry 

 10. Salinas Beach 

 11. Comanche 

 12. Griffith Park 

 13. Sierra Mountains, Yosemite, Northern Marin Country Coastal. 

 14. Ride open space 

 15. Artisan Stabels 
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 16. Midpeninsula open space 

 17. Huddart - San Mateo County 

 18. None in the area. I mostly ride at stables 

 19. Frequently and equally use Quicksilver, Calero, Coyote Creek, Bear Ranch, Mt. Madonna, Santa 
Teresa, & Henry Coe Park, and others 

 20. Henry cowell state park/ wilder ranch S.P. 

 21. I ride only occasionally in Santa Clara County since I live in Marin County 

 22. Los Altos Hills Trail System, Hidden Villa property (so far) 

 23. Lassen National Park 

 24. Wilder, Henry Cowell, Ft. Ord 

 25. Salinas trail 

 26. Woodside Horse Park, Twin Rivers Ranch, Ram Tap, Galway, Wunderlich, etc 

 27. ride when invited by friends 

 28. El Sereno Open Space because my property abuts it. 

 29. garland in Monterey 

 30. Fort Ord 

 31. Woodside - Huddart and Wunderlick 

 32. Sold my trailer so in last two years Ed Levin to Ohlone wilderness has been only option 

 33. Calero Ranch Stables 

 34. aes 

 35. Ft. Ord, Wilder, Fall Creek, Mt. Madonna, Calero 

 36. Places we have gone on vacation 

 37. Henry Cowell, Jack Brooks, Stewart Ranch, Lake Oroville Lake Chabot, Mt. Diable, Foothill Ridge, 
Cull Canyon 

 38. none of these 

 39. Wadell, Henry Cowell, Fort Ord 

 40. Henry Cowell, Wilder, Big Basin 

 41. Wilder Ranch 

 42. Henry Cowell, Wilder, Jack Brook Horse Camp in Sam McDonald Park, Fort Ord 

 43. Harvey Bear County Park, Fort Ord, Monterey Dunes 

 44. Huddart Park 

 45. Mostly Woodside area trails, Huddart, etc 

 46. Henry Cowell 
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 47. Windy Hill, Wunderlich 

 48. Woodside horse park--wunderlick--hudderd park 

 49. Fort Ord, Andrew Molera, Garland 

 50. Wunderlich and Hudart Parks 

 51. Fort Ord, Garland Park-Carmel Valley 

 52. Yosemite, Santa Cruz Area, Big Basin (favorite) 

 53. Huddert Park, Wunderlich park, Woodside 

 54. Huddart and Wunderlich 

 55. Fremont older 

 56. Huddart Park, Sam McDonald, Memorial Park, McNee, San Bruno 

 57. Fort ord 

 58. Huddart & Wunderlich Parks in San Mateo County 

 59. Freemont Older Open Space Preserve 

 60. Byrne Preserve, Los Altos Hills, Pearson-Arastradero Nature Preserve, Palo Alto 

 61. San Mateo County 

 62. I board in San Mateo County 

 63. Point Reyes, Huddard Park, Wunderlich, GGNP, Fort Funston, Thornton Beach 

 64. San Mateo County - Huddart and Wunderlich Parks 

 65. Fremont Older Open Space Preserve 

 66. Fremont Older open space 

 67. Fremont Older Open Space Preserve 

 68. Henry Cowell and Wilder State parks 

 69. none 

 70. Pt. Reyes & Mill Valley 

 71. Santa Cruz County parks 

 72. Sam McDonald Park, Pt Reyes, Pt Pinole, Golden Gate Park, Half Moon Bay 

 73. Huddart, Edgewood and wunderlich parks San Mateo county 

 74. Wunderlich, Edgewood, huddart 

 75. Huddart Park, Woodside, California 

 76. Wunderlich park (San Mateo) 

 77. board at Wunderlich in Woodside--usually ride in that area 

 78. I ride mostly in San Mateo County 

 79. I have stopped using Quicksilver because of the prevalence of ignorant or rude bike riders 
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 80. Windy hill, wunderlich 

 81. Santa Cruz: Fall Creek, Wilder, Rancho del Oso, private property 

 82. Do not ride 

 83. Hellyer Park Trail 

 84. Used to use those trails marked, before I moved my horse the last time 

 85. Don't know the name 

 86. San Mateo County and out of area parks 

 87. Henry Cowell - next to Graham Hill Show grounds (is that the right park name?) 

 88. Garrod-Cooper open space 

 89. none of theses currently- don't have a trailer 

 90. Pt Reye, Quicksilver and the Beach 

 91. Edwards refuge? (Forget name) - Levees just south of Dumbarton along Bay coast. 

 92. We use Ed Levin for daily riding, but alot of us love to go to Henry Cowell on weekends. 

 93. Henry Cowell State Park 

 94. Fremont Older Open Space 

 95. Fremont Older 

 96. Most of these parks don't allow carts or driving activities so I only use Graham Hill Show Grounds 

 97. Fremont Older Open Space 

 98. Alameda County Parks 

 99. Arastradero Preserve 

 100. Live and board in San Mateo County and didn't know these places existed but would love to check 
them out. I am vice president of San Francisco Horsemen's Association and would love to plan a 
day ride for our club at one of your parks. 

101. I have only tried the two I chose, but am looking to try others next year 
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Appendix D-1 
 Local Public Agencies -  Equestrian Facilities Survey Summary 

  
Survey Questions 

Santa Clara 
County 
Parks 

Mid-Pen 
Open 
Space 
District 

Open 
Space 

Authority 

East Bay 
Regional 

Parks 

Livermore 
Area Rec. 
and Park 
District 

City 
of  

Oakland 

San Mateo 
County 
Parks 

1. Jurisdiction equals or exceed 10,000 acres       
2. Population served exceeds 500,000 residents       

Equestrian recreation provided by Agency or 
concessionaire: 

       

a.  Trails/Staging Areas       
b.  Boarding facilities       
c.  Day-Use Arenas       
d.  Riding Lessons/Clinics       
e.  Rental Horses       
f.   Summer Riding Camp       
g.  Therapeutic Riding       
h.  Equestrian Camping       

3. 

i.   Special Events/Competitions Sites       
Equestrian user requests to Agency:       

a.  Increase/improve miles of equestrian trails       
b.  Increase/improve access to multi use trails       
c.  Improve staging areas/access       
d.  Increase boarding volume       
e.  Increase boarding options       
f.   Expand program offerings       
g.  Arenas/Special Events Sites       

4. 

h.  Provide equestrian camping        
Anticipated facility expansion in next five years:       

a.  Trails/Staging Areas       
b.  Boarding Facilities ?      
c.  Arenas ?      
d.  Riding Lessons/Clinics ?      
e.  Rental Horses ?      
f.  Summer Camps ?      
g.  Therapeutic Riding ?      
h.  Equestrian Camping        

5. 

i.  Special Events/Competition Sites ?      
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Santa Clara 
County 
Parks 

Mid-Pen 
Open 
Space 
District 

Open 
Space 

Authority 

East Bay 
Regional 

Parks 

Livermore 
Area Rec. 
and Park 
District 

City 
Of 

Oakland 

San Mateo 
County 
Parks 

6. 
Annual agency maintenance budget for equestrian 
facilities     $35k  

7. Recent Capital funding or revenue reinvestment 
support for lessees?     $670K $400K $3.3 M 

8. Leases or permits in effect at current locations for 
more than 10 years       

9. Anticipated renewal of current major leases or 
permittees?      ? 

         

10. 
Equestrian Use as percentage of total park users 
tracked by Agency 

1% 1-2% 3-5% ? ? ? ? 

         

11. 
Total mileage of Equestrian Trails provided by 
Agency 

94 150 12 250+ 10+ ? 25+ 

12. Total number of parks with Equestrian Use 11 21 2 30+ 5 1 8 

13. 
Total mileage of trails (all uses) provided by 
Agency 

260 220 12 1,100 25+ ? ? 

14. Trails that allow dogs most some none most all some none 

 
 
Key: 
 
=  yes 
  ?     = don’t know or no response to date 
    = included in overall parks agency maintenance budget 



















 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix E 
 

Community Meeting #1 Summary and Comments 
 
 



 




























