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April 23-29, 2007 Declared West Nile Virus and Mosquito and  

Vector Control Awareness Week in County of Santa Clara  
   

San Jose, CALIF. – Today, the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors declared April 

23-29, 2007 West Nile Virus and Mosquito and Vector Control Awareness Week in 

Santa Clara County.  The California State Legislature gave final approval last Thursday, 

April 19, to pass a similar resolution Statewide. 

  

The State Department of Health Services and Centers for Disease Control predicts West 

Nile virus will again pose a public health threat throughout California this year.  The 

Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors and the Vector Control District hope the 

announcement of this resolution will help increase the public’s awareness of the threat of 

West Nile virus and other vector-borne diseases, and make residents aware of the Vector 

Control District’s various programs that are available free of charge.   

 

In the last three years, West Nile virus has affected humans, horses, birds and other 

wildlife in Santa Clara County.  Last year, 5 human cases of West Nile virus were 

reported in Santa Clara County.  Santa Clara County also was reported to have the 

highest number of West Nile virus infected birds in California. 
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Residents are reminded to remove standing water from their property and avoid mosquito 

bites by using repellents or staying indoors between dusk and dawn.  People are also 

encouraged to call the Vector Control District to report mosquito problems, possible 

mosquito sources or to request mosquito fish for backyard ponds and water gardens.  

WNV is a community issue – help by reporting dead birds or tree squirrels to (877) 968-

2473 or www.westnile.ca.gov.   

  

To increase awareness, the Southern Region of the Mosquito & Vector Control 

Association of California has created several 3-minute podcasts about WNV available on 

iTunes.  Users can visit the iTunes Store and search for “Vector Control Today” to 

download and view these creative podcasts on a computer or personal media player.   

  

Jared Dever, Public Information Officer and co-creator of the podcasts for the Northwest 

Mosquito & Vector Control District stated today: “We are very excited to use this 

innovative media format to reach a new audience.  Users can subscribe and receive new 

broadcasts as they become available.” 

  

The State Awareness Week resolution acknowledges that 24 people have died and 1,200 

have been made ill in California by West Nile virus in the past two years.  It declares that 

adequately funded mosquito and vector control, disease surveillance, and public 

awareness programs are the best ways to prevent outbreaks of West Nile virus and other 

vector-borne diseases.  It also recognizes the important work of mosquito and vector 

control districts and their employees in protecting public health.   
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