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Santa Clara County Supervisor Blanca Alvarado  
Receives 2002 Woman of the Year Award 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— Santa Clara County District 2 Supervisor Blanca Alvarado will receive the 

2002 Woman of the Year Award from the San Francisco Bay Area Chapter of the Women’s 

Transportation Seminar (WTS) for her outstanding leadership in the advancement of women and 

minorities in the transportation industry. The award will be presented at the annual awards dinner on 

June 13 at the World Trade Club in San Francisco. 

 

The Woman of the Year Award recognizes individuals who exemplify the Women’s 

Transportation Seminar’s goal of excellence in transportation through the achievement and 

success of women.  Alvarado represents a strong voice in the community. Throughout her career, 

she has supported the advancement of women and people of diverse cultures. She has also 

advocated services to meet the needs of everyone in the community. 

 
Commenting on Alvarado’s receipt of the WTS Award, Peter Cipolla, General Manager of the 

Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), cited Alvarado’s leadership in transportation. Cipolla 

said, "Blanca has truly been a transportation champion for Santa Clara Valley, serving both as a 

respected member and chair of the VTA Board of Directors.  She has worked closely with and 

represented her community on the Policy Advisory Board for the Downtown East Valley Project.  

She was a key supporter of a Comprehensive County Expressway Planning Study to help 

alleviate congestion on our 68 miles of expressways. Blanca represents the best in community 

involvement and government action." 
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Alvarado has served as a board member of the Valley Transportation Authority since 1998.  She 

played a leading role in the development of VTA’s priorities for the Governor’s Traffic 

Congestion Relief Plan and successfully advocated for community-oriented design enhancements.  

She is committed to delivering cost-effective transportation projects and improvements.   

 
Recognizing the need to focus on equitable access to transit use and better involvement in the 

decision-making process for transit service in East San José, Alvarado was the first person to 

envision extending light rail to East San José, which culminated in the Downtown East Valley 

Light Rail Project.  She spearheaded a Transportation Justice Summit last fall. The Summit 

educated people about transportation equity issues and informed people on current transportation 

projects planned for East San José. 

 
Alvarado has promoted Transit-Oriented Developments (TOD) in new transit projects by 

directing the VTA to conceptualize station-planning designs for the Downtown East Valley Light 

Rail Project.  Earlier this year, she led a team of VTA board members to tour Portland, Oregon’s 

transportation system to study its TOD projects and how construction mitigation for businesses 

can be implemented. 

 
In 1998, Alvarado established the Office of Women’s Advocacy (OWA) to develop programs and 

activities that support and encourage the success of women in their personal, community, and 

professional lives. The office identifies women’s needs and lifestyle trends, creates services and 

programs, influences the legislative process, creates public awareness of the issues facing women 

and girls, and develops solutions and recommendations.  

 
The Women’s Transportation Seminar was founded in 1977 with the goal of advancing the 

professional development of women in the transportation industry and providing access to a 

diverse national network of professionals.  
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