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FORMER BOOKKEEPER PLEADS NO CONTEST TO 

STEALING OVER HALF A MILLION DOLLARS FROM DOCTORS  
 

The Santa Clara County Office of the District Attorney announced that on August 29, 
2002, Ana Guerrero, 41, a former bookkeeper of the Medical Office of Lawrence Epstein, M.D. 
pled guilty to twenty felony charges including embezzlement, burglary, forgery, and tax evasion.  
The charges stemmed from thefts from her former employers. Guerrero will receive an eight-
year state prison sentence for misappropriating over half a million dollars from two doctors. 
 
 As the bookkeeper, Guerrero had control over the finances of the medical office and was 
a trusted employee.  The defendant’s job included depositing income from Dr. Epstein’s office 
into his business banking account.  After Guerrero became a signatory on the doctor’s bank 
account without the doctor’s authority, she began withdrawing large amounts of money in cash 
or cashiers checks.  A bulk of the money embezzled was obtained in this manner over a period of 
nearly three years. 
 
 During this time, Guerrero also began to make deposits for another doctor, Dr. Jean 
Gordon.  Since Guerrero could not withdraw money from Dr. Gordon’s account, the defendant 
would simply deposit Dr. Gordon’s checks into Dr. Epstein’s account so she could gain access to 
the money.  The scheme was uncovered when one of the victims had a suspicion about a missing 
Medicare check that eventually led to the discovery of the ongoing embezzlements.  
 
 When Dr. Epstein initially discovered that Guerrero’s signature was on his account, he 
asked the bank to remove her signature, believing that it was merely a mistake.  This prevented 
the defendant from taking more money from the doctor’s account.  Guerrero then went to a 
different bank, opened an account by forging Dr. Epstein’s signature and started to deposit the 
doctor’s checks into the new account.  Shortly after opening the second account, Sunnyvale 
police detective Vince Chetcuti, arrested Guerrero for theft.  
 
 The investigation revealed that Guerrero spent much of the stolen money on expensive 
items and trips, including a home, a swimming pool, automobiles, a piano, other furniture, and 
trips to Las Vegas. 
 



Tax evasion charges were filed after Franchise Tax Board Senior Special Agent Rick 
Reposa determined that Guerrero did not report the money she had stolen on her income tax 
returns.  The tax law requires that all income, including income from illegal acts, be reported.   
 
 In addition to the state prison commitment, Guerrero will also be ordered to pay fines, 
taxes due to the Franchise Tax Board, and full restitution to the victims.  
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