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County Launches Campaign to Create Awareness  
About Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— The County of Santa Clara and the Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Task 

Force are launching a Fetal Alcohol Spectrum (FAS) disorders campaign to generate 

community awareness and prevention.  FAS is the umbrella term for a variety of lifelong 

physical, mental and neurobehavioral associated with alcohol consumption during pregnancy.  

 

“Children who suffer from FAS have to pay a high price for their parents’ illness,” said 

District 4 Supervisor James T. Beall, Jr., “It is a tragedy that they pay the price for a lifetime.” 

 

Previous studies show that nearly one out of 10 babies born in Santa Clara County had 

alcohol and/or illegal drugs in their system at the time of birth. And at least one out of a 

hundred people has some degree of brain damage from exposure to alcohol in the womb; such 

exposure is the single largest known cause of mental retardation. 

 

“Our campaign will target both the general community, service providers and 

caregivers,” said Kathryn W. Page, Chair of the FAS Task Force. “We want to raise 

awareness that FAS is preventable. We also want to help service providers caregivers 

to recognize the symptoms.” 
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The campaign will include materials such as a graphic video featuring mothers and their 

children who are victims of FAS; and public service announcements featuring singers Bonnie 

Raitt and Queen Latifah, and actor Jimmy Smits.  

 

Although approximately 75 percent of the babies with FAS will have none of the 

typical, recognizable facial features of the disorder such as small head circumference, 

skin folds at the corner of the eyes, small eye openings, low nasal bridge, short nose 

and thin upper lip, they may have the following:  

 

• Symptoms of Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder such as 
disorganization, impulsivity, distractibility and hyperactivity;  

• Neuromotor impairment such as balance, coordination, over-sensitivity 
or under-sensitivity to stimuli;  

• Poor perception of sounds, visual input or social cues; 
• Poor executive functioning such as the ability to judge, plan, 

empathize, estimate, delay gratification; and 
• Speech problems 

 

“It’s a matter of reeducating the public,” said Robert Garner, Director of the Department of 

Alcohol and Drug Services. “Women who are pregnant should not drink alcohol and those 

women that do drink should avoid pregnancy.” 

 

The Task Force is seeking new members. To find out how you can help,  

call 408-378-6825. 
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