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Santa Clara County is Prepared for the West Nile Virus 
 
SAN JOSE, CA—Today, the County of Santa Clara revealed its plan to combat the West 
Nile Virus (WNV), a mosquito-borne virus transmitted to people and animals.  WNV has 
been slowly making its way across the country and yesterday the State Department of Health 
Services confirmed the first case of WNV in California.  In anticipation, the County of Santa 
Clara has been working for months to prevent the disease and to ensure early detection in the 
county. 
 
“We knew that the West Nile Virus would hit California,” said Liz Kniss, District 5, Santa 
Clara County Board of Supervisors, responding to the confirmation of the first case reported 
in Southern California.  “I am proud to say that our County is well prepared.  This 
confirmation of WNV has triggered a heightened response involving a unique partnership 
between Environmental Health, Vector Control and Public Health. 
 
“The County has been proactively preparing for WNV,” said Ben Gale, Director of 
Environmental Health.  “Since there is now a confirmed case, we are moving into the first 
steps of Level Two of the County's response plan."  Among the actions of Level Two 
Response are alerting the public and physicians, briefing operations staff and increasing 
surveillance of mosquito source locations.  Currently there are three sentinel chicken flocks 
for viral surveillance in the county, one each in Mountain View, Gilroy and San Jose.  
Because of the County's zero tolerance for mosquito positive sites, low toxicity larvicides 
have been applied to mosquito breeding sources.  Where it is, appropriate mosquito-eating 
fish have been introduced. 
 
"We are asking the public to be our partners in this effort," said Timothy Mulligan, Manager 
of the Vector Control District.  "We have a good handle on the 300 miles of public 
waterways and 4000 acres of marshlands.  The public can help by taking a look in their own 
backyards and neighborhoods for any place where there is standing water." 
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Examples of places where there may be standing water are swimming pools, children's 
wading pools and spas, decorative ponds, bird baths, clogged rain gutters, old tires, flower 
pots and water gardens.  Everyone can also help by looking out for the presence of 
mosquitoes and dead birds. 

 
“It is important for everyone to know that the risk of any individual becoming ill with West 
Nile Virus is very low,” stated Martin D. Fenstersheib, County Health Officer, M.D., M.P.H.  
“Nevertheless, we must take precautionary measures. Individuals can reduce their risk of 
mosquito-borne disease by taking a few simple steps.  Additionally, the Public Health 
Department is notifying Santa Clara County physicians about the symptoms, risks, testing 
and reporting of West Nile Virus.” 
 
Steps to Take: 

► 
► 
► 
► 
► 

► 
► 

Apply insect repellent in moderation to exposed skin. 
Spray clothing with repellents. 
When possible, wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants whenever you are outdoors.  
Place mosquito netting over infant carriers when you are outdoors with infants.  
Consider staying indoors at peak mosquito biting times  -- dawn, dusk, and in the 
early evening.  
Install or repair window and door screens so that mosquitoes cannot get indoors.  
Please note -- Vitamin B and "ultrasonic" devices are NOT effective in preventing 
mosquito bites. 

 
Additional information may be found on the County's website: www.santaclaracounty.org. 
The County's new West Nile Virus Hotline number is 800-314-2427 or contact the Vector 
Control District at 408-792-5010.  Also, reports of dead birds can be made to the State of 
California Hotline 24 hours a day at 877-WNV-BIRDS.  

# # # 
 

http://www.santaclaracounty.org/

	County of Santa Clara
	Office of the County Executive
	70 West Hedding Street, East Wing 11th Floor
	San Jose, CA  95110
	�
	County Response to WNV – page 2



