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County of Santa Clara Firms up Commitment  
of $18 Million for Affordable Housing 

 
SAN JOSE, CA—The Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors voted Tuesday 

December 17, to approve the use of  $18 million dollars in Housing Set-aside funds over 

the next four years for affordable housing. By taking this action the Board finalized the 

adoption of the Housing Task Force recommendations, authorized essential staff for the 

Office of Affordable Housing, consolidated housing services within one County building 

and directed staff to report back with specific expenditure plans.  Currently housing 

services are provided by a number of agencies and departments including the Housing 

and Community Development, Homeless Concerns, Mortgage Credit Certificate (MCC)/ 

Housing Bond program, the Social Services Agency and the Health and Hospital System. 

 

Supervisor Jim Beall, District 4, who initiated the Housing Task Force two years ago 

stated, “In difficult economic times our values must be clear. The County mission is to 

serve the poor and the vulnerable, people for whom stable housing can make a huge 

difference by allowing healing and hope.”  
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County Social workers have seen an increase in the amount of time it takes to help 

displaced families and individuals to find housing.  In addition, the County currently 

spends $54 million per year on services for the homeless.   

 

“Creating more affordable housing is a much better use of resources,” said Don Gage, 

Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors.  

 

The County’s action is a comprehensive effort to develop a more coherent, efficient 

strategy to address housing-related needs. By consolidating housing activities into a 

single office, the County expects to better direct these efforts. The new Office of 

Affordable Housing will combine staff activities to seek grant funds and find housing for 

county clients.  

 

“This is our version of Homeland Security,” said Supervisor Pete McHugh, District 3. 

“The high cost of housing here causes many families to forego basic necessities.”  

 

One of the activities of the Office of Affordable Housing will be to identify surplus, 

vacant and underutilized County property that could be used for housing. Supervisor Liz 

Kniss, District 5, called for the development of specific criteria for evaluating affordable 

housing projects. Kniss recommended that priority be given to: projects that have local 

government support; projects where County funds can leverage other funding sources; 

public-private partnerships; and projects that would not be viable without County 

support.  

 

 “I'm proud of our efforts today.  Now we can begin to make a real difference to those in 

need, especially to those in the North County,” said Kniss. 

-more- 
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“The County of Santa Clara provides a safety net,” said Supervisor Blanca Alvarado, 

District 2.  “Many of our most vulnerable clients have been hit hard by the lack of 

affordable housing.  One of our first priorities will have to be to address those with 

special needs.” 

 

The Board’s action is the culmination of a two-year process involving hundreds of 

community members from Palo Alto to Gilroy. The final report can be accessed via the 

Internet at http://www.housingtrustscc.org/chtf.  
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