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VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT PUTS NEIGHBORHOOD ON 

WEST NILE VIRUS ALERT 
COUTY ASKS RESIDENTS TO HELP SPREAD THE WORD 

 
 
San Jose, CALIF. - In an effort to minimize the effects of West Nile virus (WNV) on the 

human population, the County of Santa Clara Vector Control District (“the District”) will be 

mailing out over 4,400 5 ½” x 8 ½” cards today to residents in the Cambrian Park area, 

alerting them of increased WNV activity in their neighborhood.  4 WNV positive birds have 

been found from this area within the past two weeks.  

 

The area of concern encompasses residents within a 1 mile radius of where these WNV 

positive birds were found.  The cards will inform residents what precautions they should take 

to protect themselves, their families and neighbors.  The cards will also ask them to alert the 

District if they know of any possible mosquito sources in their neighborhood.  

 

“It is very important that the residents in these areas know how to protect themselves and 

their families,” said Tim Mulligan, District Manager.  “Even though the virus could be 

anywhere in the County, all signs are pointing to the fact that this area may have the greatest  
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potential for infected mosquitoes at this time.”  The area includes parts of San Jose in the 

95124 zip code area, as well as a small section of northern Los Gatos.  An aerial survey of 

this area to detect un-maintained swimming pools, which can be a major source of 

mosquitoes, will occur on Friday, July 13.  

 

The District is also asking residents to help spread the word about WNV.  The District has 

door knob hangers available to homeowner groups, neighborhood associations, civic groups 

and concerned citizens for distribution.   

 

“Residents can play a big part in this fight,” said Kriss Costa, District Spokesperson.  “In 

addition to reporting possible mosquito breeding locations, residents can help by reminding 

their neighbors that something as simple as dumping out a bucket of water or running their 

swimming pool or spa filter everyday could eliminate thousands of mosquitoes.” 

 

Residents throughout the county are asked to report any dead crows, jays, or raptors such as 

hawks, falcons, or owls, or tree squirrels that are dead less than 24 hours and show no signs 

of trauma from other animals or vehicles, to the State’s WNV Hot Line at  877-968-2473. 

 

Since people 50 years of age and older are at a higher risk of contracting WNV, the District 

will also be contacting Senior Centers and Senior Housing, as well as Child Day Care 

Centers located in the area of concern.  

 

The District, along with the County of Santa Clara Public Health Department, encourages 

residents to avoid outdoor activities in the early morning and evening hours when mosquitoes 

are most active.  The use of mosquito repellent is strongly recommended for any outdoor 

activities.  

 

“We knew WNV was coming and we’re focusing our resources on tracking and suppressing  
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developing mosquito populations,” said Mulligan.  “However, using insect repellent, such as 

DEET, is one of the simplest and most effective ways for residents to protect themselves and 

their families from West Nile virus.” 

 

Other steps residents can take against WNV and the mosquitoes that carry the virus are: 

• Check yards weekly for any standing water in gutters, barrels, buckets, etc. 

• Maintain swimming pools & spas with chlorine and filtration 

• Make sure window screens and screen doors are in good condition 

• Apply residual pesticides* to the outside of homes, screens, and shrubbery 

(*A list of suggested pesticides for mosquito control is available from the Vector Control 

District website at www.sccvector.org.) 

 

For more information on WNV, residents can call the County WNV Hot Line at 800-314-

2427 or District office at 408-918-4770 or Public Health Department at 408-885-3980. 

Residents may also sign up for e-mail notification of WNV activities, such as fogging events 

to suppress adult mosquitoes, on the Vector Control District website.   
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