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Board of Supervisors Vote for Further 
Deliberation on Electronic Voting System  

 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF. – Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors decided to 

delay the decision to select a Direct Recording Electronic (DRE) voting system vendor, 

until later this month.  The Board has scheduled a workshop on Feb. 11 at 2:00 p.m., to 

review issues pertaining to accessibility by the disabled, security and costs.  The Board 

anticipates making a final vendor decision on Feb. 25, to allow adequate time to comply 

with the Federal Court Order which requires nine counties, including Santa Clara County, 

to have electronic voting in place by the March 2004 Election.  

 

“This gives us more time to thoroughly understand what is being recommended and 

determine what will be in the best interest of the county and the electorate of this 

county,” said Supervisor Blanca Alvarado, Chairperson. 

 

“It’s very important that the voters feel a great sense of security, knowing that their vote 

will be recorded and that it will be accurate,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, District 5. 

-more- 
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Background 

Following an extensive competitive process that included a six-month pilot program and 

extensive community input, the County of Santa Clara Registrar of Voters recommended 

Sequoia Voting Systems as the preferred vendor to implement its new Direct Recording 

Electronic (DRE) Voting System.  The County’s Finance and Government Operations 

Committee reviewed the selection on January 31, and forwarded it to the full Board. 

 

Today, the Board heard a presentation by staff on the six-month pilot project and the 

vendor evaluation process.  It also heard brief presentations from the three firms who 

responded to the RFP - Diebold, ES&S and Sequoia.  The Board also heard concerns 

from members of the computer science community.  A fuller discussion of all issues will 

take place on February 11, 2003.   
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