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Board of Supervisors Announces U.S. 
Department of Justice Investigation of Juvenile 

Hall 
 
SAN JOSE, CA – Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors announced that the 

U.S. Department of Justice will undertake an investigation of Santa Clara County Juvenile 

Hall operated by the County’s Probation Department.  The investigation will focus on 

conditions of confinement, pursuant to the Civil Rights of Institutionalized Persons Act, 42 

U.S.C., Section 1997 and the pattern or practice provision of the Violent Crime Control and 

Law Enforcement Act of 1994, 42 U.S.C., Section 14141.  It is the County’s understanding 

that the investigation will focus on issues of excessive force.   

 

“The Board is committed to ensuring that youth in the County’s custody are safe and 

protected from harm. We pledge our full support to the investigation,” said Supervisor 

Blanca Alvarado, Board Chairperson.  “If there is a problem, we want to know about it, so 

corrective action can be taken.” 

 

In October 2002, the Youth Law Center conducted an inspection of the County’s Juvenile Hall 

facility, in conjunction with the Juvenile Detention Reform Initiative launched by the County last 

year.  The Youth Law Center inspection team concluded the following: 

-more- 
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“The inspection team found this to be a well-operated facility.  The facility staff are 

highly professional in their dealings with youth, their exercise of judgment, and their 

documentation of daily occurrences.  The ‘social climate’ in the facility is relaxed, even 

though the facility houses many children involved in serious offenses, more than a few 

gang members, and quite a few young people facing lengthy periods in custody.  We 

were impressed that safety and security in the facility appear well maintained without 

resort to chemical restraints, lengthy lockdowns or more than minimal use of mechanical 

restraints.”  

 

Last February, the County launched a comprehensive Juvenile Detention Reform Initiative in 

partnership with the Annie E. Casey Foundation aimed at reducing unnecessary and 

inappropriate detention of youth, and addressing the disproportionately high rate of incarceration 

of minority youth.   The Juvenile Detention Reform Initiative has resulted in a new policy 

adopted by local Police Chiefs and the County Sheriff that diverts non-violent juvenile offenders 

away from incarceration.   The County has seen a reduction in the average daily population of 

incarcerated youth since Juvenile Detention Reform began.  

 

The County has an extensive training program for group counselors at Juvenile Hall covering 

crisis intervention, proper restraint procedures and behavioral control policies.  Its program is 

viewed as a model by other counties. 
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