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County Collects $262,476 in Child Support 

377 Drivers’ Licenses Reinstated 
 
SAN, JOSE, CALIF. –  The Santa Clara County Department of Child Support Services 

Buyback program, a first of its kind in California, collected $262,476 in child support 

back payments in just three months. Nearly 380 parents made these payments as part of 

the Child Support Buyback Program that offers parents delinquent in their payments an 

opportunity to buy back (reinstate) their drivers’ licenses at a reduced rate.  

 

Although the Buyback offer has ended, delinquent parents are still encouraged to contact 

DCSS.  Typically, reinstatement costs three months in child support, and three months in 

arrears installment payments, in addition to an income withholding or a payment plan.  

Another $15.00 is payable to the Department of Motor Vehicles upon obtaining a release 

from DCSS.   

 

-more- 



Child Support Offer - Page 2 
 

“As a result of this program, $262,000 will now go to both custodial parents and the state 

to reimburse CalWORKS costs,” said Supervisor Jim Beall, District 4, Chairperson of the 

Committee on Children, Seniors and Families.  

 

“The Drivers’ License Buyback Promotion was a first of its kind in California and it is 

being copied by many other counties across the state,” said DCSS Director Pete Dever.  

“With delinquent child support obligors coming to us, we saved thousands of staff hours 

chasing them, and beyond the initial payments, we expect to obtain thousands more in 

residual collections.” 

 

  “Despite the $2.5 million in Department budget cuts this past December, the success of 

this program is an outstanding example of what county employees can do when money 

gets tight,” Dever continued. “It is also a positive reflection on the 377 parents who want 

to operate within the law.” 

 

For the parents in Santa Clara County whose drivers’ licenses remain suspended due to 

the nonpayment of child support, time is running out because the Department is stepping 

up its contempt of court filings which could result in delinquent parents serving up to five 

days in the County Jail for every month of missed payments. 

 
New Office Location and Phone Number 

The Department of Child Support Services relocated its offices to 2851 Junction Avenue, 

San Jose, on December 9, 2002.  The new DCSS phone number is 408-503-5200.  Walk-

ins at the new Junction Avenue office are welcome. 

# # # 
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