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County of Santa Clara Opposes Racial Privacy Initiative 
 
SAN JOSE, CA. – Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors voted to 

oppose the Racial Privacy Initiative (RPI), sponsored by Ward Connerly, University of 

California Regent.  The initiative will be on the March 2004 ballot.   

 

The Racial Privacy Initiative has significant implications for county government.  “It 

would amend the State Constitution to prohibit the State and other public agencies 

from classifying “…any individual by race, ethnicity, color, or national origin in the 

operation of public education, public contracting or public employment.”  Exemptions 

from the prohibition include the Department of Fair Employment and Housing, medical 

research subjects and patients, assignments of prisoners and undercover law 

enforcement officers.  The Department of Fair Employment and Housing exemption 

would expire in 10 years, making it impossible for state and local agencies to test for 

discrimination in rental housing.  

 

“This initiative would undermine the County’s efforts to collect information that can 

help us better respond to the needs of the community and ensure that public services 

are sufficient and relevant to our diverse populace,” said Board Chairperson Supervisor 

Blanca Alvarado.  “It also would inhibit the County’s ability to provide adequate 

preventive health care and social programs, which is a less costly way of providing 

services.”   
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Racial and ethnic classification allows county agencies to focus services on the 

populations and communities that most need them.   Collecting data from these 

classifications is also critical to determining the most effective means of service delivery.  

For example, it enables the development of informational materials, community safety 

warnings, health services and other products in ways that are culturally and 

linguistically appropriate for the residents of Santa Clara County. 

 

Racial and ethnic groups experience differences in treatment, have different rates of risk 

behavior, and respond to different prevention methods and messages.  The County of 

Santa Clara has a multicultural population.  Under RPI, essential information on those 

health conditions that affect individuals differently based on race or ethnicity (e.g., 

breast cancer, heart disease, osteoporosis, AIDS, tuberculosis, prostate cancer, sickle cell 

anemia) could no longer be collected.   

 
The measure also could undermine community efforts to address racial profiling and 

disparate treatment.  The genesis of the County’s Juvenile Detention Reform (JDR) was 

based on data that showed minority youth were disproportionately represented in the 

juvenile justice system.  Without such data, it would have been more difficult to 

spotlight the need for reform.  The Racial Privacy Initiative exempts law enforcement 

agencies from its provisions; however, at the same time it does not mandate that those 

agencies maintain records related to racial classifications. 

 

”This is a very dangerous initiative,” continued Alvarado.  “It is being promoted as a 

means of creating a color-blind society.  However, it simply makes the job of providing 

public services more difficult and may, in fact, place a legal veil over discriminatory 

practices.”  

#  #  # 
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