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County of Santa Clara To Ask Governor to Increase 

Arson Reward by $100,000 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF. -- Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors 

authorized the Board Chairperson, Supervisor Blanca Alvarado, to seek funds from 

the Governor’s Office to increase the Arson Reward for information leading to the 

arrest and conviction of the person(s) responsible for last year’s fire at the Church of 

the Redeemer in Los Altos Hills, CA. 

 

Yesterday marked the one-year anniversary since fire destroyed the sanctuary of the 

church.  The Church of the Redeemer is an Orthodox Church that serves a largely 

Palestinian and Middle Eastern population from throughout the Peninsula and 

South Bay Area.  

 

“We are hopeful that a sizeable reward will help shed some light on this issue,” said 

Supervisor Liz Kniss, who brought the proposal forward.  “We want to send a 

strong message that the County abhors such destructive actions.”  
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The County Board of Supervisors contributed $10,000 to the existing reward fund, 

which now totals $41,000.  Among other contributors are the Santa Clara County 

Fire Department - $10,000, County Sheriff’s Office - $5,000, U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) - $5,000, U.S. Representative Anna Eshoo’s office -  

$5000, Los Altos Hills County Fire District - $5,000 and CrimeStoppers - $1,000.  

 

The Arson is under investigation by Santa Clara County Fire Department and ATF.  

Once the perpetrators have been arrested, the investigators and the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation will determine whether or not the incident qualifies as a hate crime. 

 

“County staff has worked very closely with the church members over the past year 

to assist them with permit and other County requirements for rebuilding,” 

continued Kniss.  “As the church engages its rebuilding efforts, we are anxious to 

see that justice is served.”    

 

“The investigative team is looking for new leads in the case,” said Marti McKee, 

ATF Inspector.  “We believe that a substantially increased reward might bring in 

the missing information.”   

 

Under the California Penal Code 1547 (c), the Governor has the power to allocate 

funds from the State General Fund to the Arson Reward Fund.   Anyone with 

information in the case should contact the Santa Clara County Fire Department’s 

Anonymous Tip Line at (408) 341-4401. 
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