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County Hosts Holocaust Remembrance Ceremony on April 29 
Holocaust Survivors Tell Their Stories of Resistance 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Holocaust survivor Michael Novice lived in an area of Warsaw that 

eventually became part of the ghetto. Novice and his family spent two years living through the 

horrors before his parents finally realized that if any member of their family wanted to survive 

they would have to escape. His mother bribed German guards to let Novice and his cousin board 

a streetcar that routinely made its turn from outside the ghetto through a very small area inside 

the ghetto. She knew the risks were horrendous because discovery would mean death. 

 

Once outside the ghetto, Novice and his cousin were still at great risk for fear of being recognized 

as Jews. Although they didn’t have papers, they managed to escape and travel to their relatives 

who lived in the country, 200 kilometers south of Warsaw.  “The fear during that period is hard to 

describe, and those feelings were mixed with the painful realization that I would never see my 

parents again,” Novice said. 

 

Novice was one of six men and women to share stories of resistance at the Holocaust 

Remembrance Ceremony, “The Many Faces of Resistance: In Honor of the 60th Anniversary of 

the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising,” on April 29, at the County of Santa Clara Government Center. 

The ceremony, held from 3:45 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., featured Keynote Speaker Bart Charlow, 

Executive Director of the National Conference for Community and Justice. 
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“From the ashes of the Holocaust, the Warsaw Ghetto uprising is the best known example of 

‘resistance’ because of its scale and combative form,” Charlow said.  

 

Charlow reported that some 60 years ago, fewer than 800 of 60,000 remaining Jews imprisoned 

in a tiny quarter of Warsaw, Poland, said “No More!” They organized and armed themselves, 

and held off the Nazi army and air assault for 27 days in one of the bitterest and most impressive 

revolts ever mounted in modern times.    

 

Many stories of resistance are told about the men, women and children who suffered or perished 

during the Holocaust. Resistance occurred in many forms such as a simple prayer or smuggling 

food and people in and out of ghettos. 

 

“As surely as a number tattooed on a forearm, the Holocaust remains an indelible lesson for us 

about the dangers of prejudice and how institutions can twist ordinary people into willing or 

passive instruments of extreme hatred,” Charlow said. 

 

The event commemorated YOM HASHOAH, the day established in remembrance of over six 

million Jewish people who perished during the 1940s European Holocaust. After the ceremony, 

Holocaust survivors, their children and grandchildren each lit candles to honor survivors and 

those who perished. 

 

Supervisor Blanca Alvarado, Chairpersons of the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors 

said, “The Holocaust is a watershed event in human history.  Its lessons are ones that we must 

never forget.”  

 

The event is co-sponsored by County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors, County of Santa 

Clara Human Relations Commission, Anti-Defamation League (ADL), Jewish Federation of 

Greater San Jose, San Jose Mercury News, Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater San 

Jose (JCRC), JCRC of San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin, Sonoma, Alameda and Contra Costa 

Counties, National Conference for Community and Justice (NCCJ), Peninsula Rabbinic 

Association, Santa Clara County Rabbinic Association, and Jewish Family Service of Silicon 

Valley. 
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