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County to Blanket Area in Fight Against West Nile 
Virus: Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts Join Effort 

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF. — The Streets of Santa Clara County will be dotted with youth in uniforms 

during West Nile Virus Awareness Week, April 28- May 3, and the days that follow. As a part of an 

extensive public outreach effort, more than 6,000 Boy Scouts and Brownie Girl Scouts will go door-to-

door delivering information to 120,000 households to inform the public about West Nile Virus (WNV).  

 

WNV is a mosquito-borne virus transmitted to people and animals. Officials are concerned because the 

virus is expected to reach California this year.  West Nile Virus is hitting East Coast states earlier than 

normal as infected mosquitoes and birds are already turning up.  The County of Santa Clara is 

implementing new public outreach efforts to educate the community about precautions to take in the 

coming months. 

 

“Our major weapon in combating the West Nile Virus is an informed public and I am pleased that the 

Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts have agreed to help the County inform residents about how to protect 

themselves and their environments,” said Liz Kniss, Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors.  

 

As a new partner in the fight against WNV, the Santa Clara County Council of Boy Scouts of America 

(BSA) and Girl Scouts of Santa Clara County are incorporating this project into their community 
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service programs. Scouts will distribute to residents 120,000 WNV brochures about how to look for 

mosquito habitats, such as in flowerpots, buckets and birdbaths, as well as information on personal 

protection.   The City of San Jose is aiding in the distribution as well, sending information in garbage 

bills to 190,000 households and 3,200 owners/property managers of multi-family complexes. WNV 

information will be distributed through “Inside San Jose” which is mailed to 294,000 residents and 

31,500 businesses. Also, the City is posting information on its Cable Network.  

 

 

The WNV project will earn scouts community service hours and a special merit badge that reads 

“Santa Clara County Vector Control District West Nile Virus Strike Team.”  Additionally, many 

scouts will receive training to learn about mosquitoes, West Nile Virus and what to look for in their 

own backyards regarding mosquito habitats. The training will help to dispel misconceptions and fears 

about the virus. 

 

“More than 6,000 Scout volunteers in Santa Clara County are excited about the opportunity to assist 

the County with such an important project educating the public about West Nile Virus,” said Scout 

Executive Frank Erickson, Santa Clara County Council, Boy Scouts of America. “Through the 

collaboration with the County, our Scouts and Scout leaders are able to inform themselves, their 

families and their neighbors about the disease, how it is transmitted, and how best to prevent the spread 

of the virus.” 

 

“We view this as a ‘win/win’ for Santa Clara County and the Girl Scouts. The County receives 

valuable help in disseminating information to the public, and this program provides an opportunity for 

our girls to learn how community service can make an impact in our area,” said Girl Scout Leader Sue 

Goldberg, Brownie Troop 615 of Los Altos, Girl Scouts of Santa Clara County.  “Our Girl Scouts are 

excited to help distribute brochures to the public that will help inform neighborhoods about how to 

control the threat of West Nile Virus.” 

 

Vector Control is already implementing its campaign against WNV with the placement of sentinel 

chicken flocks (for early WNV detection) in four cities - Mountain View, Milpitas, San Jose, and 

Gilroy- one more than last year.  Chickens are tested every two weeks. Additionally, 17 mosquito light 

traps have been placed throughout the County to capture adult mosquitoes, which will be tested for 

WNV and other mosquito-borne diseases. 
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"This spring and summer promises to be a challenge for mosquito control agencies all over California.  

The mosquito-borne virus is at the State's doorstep.  Residents need to know that Santa Clara County 

Vector Control is well prepared for this challenge,” said Tim Mulligan, Vector Control District 

Manager. “One of the cornerstones of any successful mosquito control program is the help we receive 

from the community.”   

 

For additional information, contact the County's West Nile Virus Hotline number at 800-314-2427. To 

report dead birds, contact Vector Control District at 408-792-5010.   

 

BACKGROUND 

In September 2002, the County implemented a heightened response to West Nile Virus through a 

unique partnership between Environmental Health, Vector Control and Public Health.  The County 

implemented level two of its response plan that included alerting the public and physicians, briefing 

operations staff and increasing surveillance of mosquito source locations.  Because of the County's 

zero tolerance for mosquito positive sites, low toxicity larvicides were applied to mosquito breeding 

sources.  Mosquito-eating fish were also introduced. 

 

In October 2002, The County and the Santa Clara Valley Water District teamed up for a public 

outreach campaign and a series of training workshops to teach residents how to prevent an outbreak of 

West Nile Virus. The training workshops are for public agencies, outdoor groups, and interested and 

concerned homeowners. The workshops cover WNV background and facts, the county approach to 

mosquito control, and training for district field crews on what they can do to prevent the spread of the 

West Nile virus.  

 

Other outreach partners that joined the fight against West Nile Virus in 2002, included: City of San 

Jose, Cupertino Chamber of Commerce, Cupertino-Sunnyvale League of Women Voters, Gilroy 

Chamber of Commerce, Milpitas Chamber of Commerce, Mountain View Chamber of Commerce, 

Mountain View-Los Altos League of Women Voters, Morgan Hill Chamber of Commerce, People 

Acting in Community Together (P.A.C.T.), Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission of Santa 

Clara County, San Jose Silicon Valley NAACP, Santa Clara County Audubon Society, Santa Clara 

County Chapter/Farm Bureau Federation, Santa Clara County Cattlemen’s Association, Santa Clara 

County Emergency Managers Association, Silicon Valley Manufacturing Group, United 

Neighborhoods of Santa Clara County and Water Pollution Advisory Board. 
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