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VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT EXPANDS ITS AERIAL 
SEARCH TO FIND MORE MOSQUITO SOURCES 

 

San Jose, CALIF. - Weather permitting, between noon and 4pm on Friday, July 

13, a plane will again fly over parts of Santa Clara county in search of neglected 

pools and other backyard sources that could be developing mosquitoes that carry 

West Nile virus. 

 

Declaring the first aerial survey a success, the County of Santa Clara Vector 

Control District (“the District”) has contracted with Aerial Services again to take 

aerial photographs of poorly maintained swimming pools in two additional 

areas.  The target areas are adjacent to the area photographed in June.  These 

photographs will help the District locate and eradicate more backyard mosquito 

sources. 

  

“The first aerial survey was both very successful and informational,” said  
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Tim Mulligan, District Manager.  “In a matter of a couple of hours of flight time,  

we were able to identify 90 potential mosquito sources that would have taken us 

weeks to find on foot.” 

 

“You know an outreach campaign is successful when residents are calling in to 

report on themselves before you get out to their house,” said Kriss Costa, 

Community Resource specialist for the District.  “What we’ve found throughout 

the years is that most people are shocked to find out that their neglected pool is a 

public health threat.”  

 

The two areas to be surveyed will cover a total of approximately 28 square miles. 

The first area includes the Cambrian Park area.  It is bordered on the north by 

Campbell Avenue; on the south by Blossom Hill Road; on the west by Los Gatos 

Boulevard/Bascom Avenue; and on the east by Almaden Expressway.  The 

second area is bordered on the north by El Camino Real; on the south by 

Homestead Road; on the west by San Antonio Road; and on the east by Wolfe 

Road.  Maps of the survey areas can be found on the District website at 

www.sccvector.org. 

 

The plane will be flying 1000 ft above ground at 80 to 90 miles per hour.  The 

pilot will fly over the selected area while a “spotter” searches for “suspect” pools 

and sources and takes photos of them.  These photos are then merged with a 

computerized map of the area to determine the address of the source.  The 

suspect pools will be categorized into three groups based on visual assessment. 
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The District should receive the results of the aerial survey by Tuesday morning, 

July 17, to determine which pools need immediate attention.  District technicians 

will then begin the process of contacting the pool owners to arrange for the pools 

to be checked and treated for.  

 

All of the pools discovered in the June survey have been visited by District 

technicians.  Over 90% of the pools have been cleaned up and are operating 

normally.  The other pool issues are in the process of being resolved and the 

District is working closely with the owners to avoid any mosquito development 

while the problems are being corrected.  Although formal enforcement doesn’t 

appear necessary with any of the current homeowners, individuals who choose 

not to cooperate with the District may be subject to a formal abatement process 

and fines of up to $1000 per day may be levied.  

 

Aerial surveys will continue throughout the summer to help the District 

eliminate any backyard pool sources that could enhance the spread of West Nile 

virus in the community.  Twenty seven West Nile virus positive birds and one 

WNV positive squirrel have been detected so far this year in the areas of 

Cupertino, Santa Clara, Campbell, San Jose, Morgan Hill, Palo Alto, Sunnyvale, 

Saratoga, Los Gatos, Los Altos and Stanford.  

 

In 2006, Santa Clara County reported 5 humans, 1 horse, 224 birds, and 16 groups 

of mosquitoes infected with West Nile virus. 
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