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County Supports Legislation against Hazardous Waste 
Residents Encouraged to Recycle Household Hazardous Waste to 

Protect the Future 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF. – This week, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors voted 

unanimously to support three Senate and Assembly Bills aimed to mitigate the negative 

impact of hazardous waste on the health of the community.  The three bills are: Senate 

Bill 966, relating to proper management for pharmaceuticals; Assembly Bill 501, relating 

to extended producer responsibility for pharmaceutical devices; and Assembly Bill 1109, 

relating to energy efficiency and end of life recycling planning.  All three bills will help 

to put the spotlight on producer responsibility for hazardous products at end of life. 

 

“SB 966, AB 501 and AB 1109 give incentives for the redesign of products to make them 

less toxic and easier to recycle,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, District 5.  “They recommend 

cost effective and convenient collection systems that will hopefully increase 

responsibility for recycling and proper disposal of hazardous products by the producer, 

distributor and consumer of the products.” 

 

In May 2007, the Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution to support the Extended 

Producer Responsibility (EPR) and to urge state government to pursue legislation to 
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require producers to assume responsibility financially and physically for the management 

of post consumer products that are identified as environmentally hazardous items.   

 

At the same time, proper disposal of household hazardous waste has been reflected in 

recent state legislation.  In July 2006, a Senate Bill (SB 1305) passed into law and will be 

implemented in September 2008 to make it illegal for households to dispose of any 

sharps waste into the garbage or recycle bin.  Currently in Santa Clara County, diabetic 

residents dispose of 1.2 million sharps per month.      

 

"These three bills are a positive step toward reducing hazardous waste in our 

community," said Supervisor Don Gage, chair of the Board of Supervisors. "The next 

step is addressing the disposal of this waste, and we hope the state will lead the way." 

 

While supporting legislation to increase producer and consumer responsibility in 

management of post consumer products, the County has also taken initiatives to make 

recycling easier for the residents.  Since 2006, the County of Santa Clara has been 

working with local retail stores to take back household hazardous materials such as 

fluorescent lamps and batteries.  In the last half of 2006, the County Household 

Hazardous Waste Program collected 151,000 feet of fluorescents and 34,000 pounds of 

batteries.   

 

The County also provides household hazardous waste drop off locations for residents to 

dispose of various types of hazardous waste such as paints, acids, pesticides, solvents, pool 

chemicals, propane, and smoke detectors, just to name a few.  Such locations, as well as a 

list of the retail outlets where residents can recycle batteries and lights, can be found at: 

www.hhw.org. 

 

“Our ultimate goal is to keep hazardous waste out of the landfills, thus keeping mercury out  
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of groundwater,” said Greg Van Wassenhove, the County’s Agriculture and Environmental  

Management Director. “We strongly urge all residents to recycle - for our health, our  

environment and most importantly, our future.” 

 

What Residents Can Do to Help Protect the Future: 

• Read labels before buying a product to identify the potential hazards of product 

ingredients.  Store hazardous materials in original containers, away from food and 

children. 

• Reduce potential hazards by buying only the amount you need.  Use safer 

alternatives whenever possible. 

• Reuse hazardous materials by sharing unused portions with others or taking them to 

a local Household Hazardous Waste facility with a materials exchange program. 

• Recycle by taking recyclable hazardous wastes (antifreeze, batteries, used motor oil 

filters, and paints) to a hazardous waste recycling location.   
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