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County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors  
Approves $3 Million for Affordable Housing  

- - 
County Awards $500,000 to Housing Trust for First Time Homebuyers Program 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors approved 

allocating $3 million for affordable housing projects aimed to encourage the development of 

housing for special needs populations. Additionally, the Board approved contributing $500,000 to 

the First Time Homebuyers Program of the Housing Trust of Santa Clara County.  
 

The Board’s approval of “Round 2” of the Affordable Housing Fund (AHF) will enable the 

Office of Affordable Housing to proceed with the application process, scheduled for March 2004.  

The $3 million will act as seed money for the initiation of new projects and projects for 

individuals with special needs.   
 

“We created the Affordable Housing Fund to be a viable source of funding for community 

organizations needing financial support to build their projects,” said Supervisor Blanca Alvarado, 

chairperson of the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors.  “The second round of funding 

will focus on projects for the elderly, disabled and homeless.” 
 

The Affordable Housing Fund (AHF) was established in July 2002 when the Board of 

Supervisors created the Office of Affordable Housing and set aside $18.6 million to develop 

affordable housing in Santa Clara County. 
 

In September of this year, the Board of Supervisors approved the “Round 1” allocation of $7.7 

million from the AHF for five affordable housing projects. Three of the projects are receiving 30-

year loans at 3% deferred simple interest.  Two emergency shelter projects, which traditionally 

have a difficult time obtaining financing because they cannot charge rent, are receiving grants.  
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“We have made an investment in the very fabric of our community,” said Supervisor Don Gage, 

County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors. “Community organizations, such as the Housing 

Trust, provide desperately needed support to low-income residents in our Valley.”  

 

The $500,000 allocated to the Housing Trust of Santa Clara will provide access to affordable 

housing for low-income residents in Santa Clara County.  The Housing Trust will use the funds to 

offer loans to first-time homebuyers throughout the County. The Housing Trust has made a total 

of 822 loans for single-family homes in eleven cities since the beginning of its homebuyers 

program in 2001.  

 

“We are dedicated to helping County residents—often teachers, firefighters and nurses—in their 

pursuit of homeownership,” said Supervisor Jim Beall, County of Santa Clara Board of 

Supervisors.  

 

"The Housing Trust is grateful for the County's ongoing support of our work,” said Roccie Hill, 

Executive Director of the Housing Trust of Santa Clara County. “These funds will be invested in 

affordable housing options throughout the County, giving hundreds of workers the option of 

living affordably near their jobs." 

 

BACKGROUND  

First Round of Funding: 

 $1.7 million - Sobrato Apartments/South County Housing in Gilroy/9345 Monterey 
Road. 
60 family housing units will be directly adjacent to the Sobrato Homeless Shelter for 
families who are transitioning to permanent housing. 

 $1.5 million - Mountain View Efficiency Studio/Charities Housing/San Antonio 
Circle, Mountain View. 
120 units of efficiency studio apartments.  

 $2 million - Opportunity Center of the Midpeninsula/SCC Housing Authority on 
Encina Way in Palo Alto. 
A five-story building that includes a ground floor drop-in service for center and 89 units 
of transitional and permanent housing. 

 $1 million Grant - Our House Shelter and Transitional Housing/Emergency 
Housing Consortium/Corner of East William and South 3rd Streets, San Jose. 
A multi-use project to replace and enhance the current Our House. A multi-service 
center, 10 beds of emergency shelter and 12 transitional beds. 

 $1.48 million Grant - Sobrato Transitional Center/Emergency Housing Consortium. 
A new 140-bed multipurpose facility, providing 75 emergency shelter beds and 65 
transitional beds for single adults. 
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