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County of Santa Clara receives $8.7 Million for Homeless 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF. – In one of the more affluent counties in the United States, 

homelessness is still a significant problem.  Each year the County of Santa Clara and 

community based organizations make available over 3,000 beds to provide temporary 

shelter for the homeless.   During the winter months, cold weather shelters are opened 

adding 350 more beds to accommodate those who shy away from shelters until it is 

absolutely necessary. 

 

The County coordinates a collaborative comprised of over 100 organizations that provide 

shelter and/or services to the homeless population.  This year 27 of these organizations 

will share a federal grant of $8.7 million to provide transitional housing and permanent 

supportive housing and services.   

 

According to a survey by the U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) of 25 major cities, 

more people are homeless this year and people remain homeless for an average of five 

long months.  In addition, requests for shelter by homeless families alone increased by 

15%.   More survey details are contained on the USCM homepage: 

http://www.mayors.org/uscm/news/press_releases/documents/hunger_121803.asp 
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“Reports show that the face of homelessness is changing,” said Supervisor Don Gage, 

Chair of the County of Santa Clara Board’s Committee on Housing, Land Use and 

Transportation.  “While there will be some differences in factors in large cities and more 

suburban and rural areas, contributing factors for many individuals and families are low 

wages and the lack of affordable housing.”  

 

“This is the second largest federal grant the County has received, since we began the 

collaborative application process in 1991,” said Margaret Gregg, Coordinator of 

Homeless Concerns.  “The size of the grant is good news and bad news.” 

 

The good news according to Gregg is that the $8.7 million will enable the County to 

provide assistance to more homeless individuals and families.  The bad news is that more 

individuals and families need that shelter and those services. 

 

“A place to call home is one of the things that many of us take for granted,” said Gage.  

“Many others don’t have this basic necessity.  Fortunately, we will be able to start the 

New Year offering hope to some of those families.”   

 

#     #      #   
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