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Local Director Selected to Represent United States in the 
International Fight Against Elder Abuse 

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF. – Betty F. Malks, Director of Aging and Adult Services for the County of 

Santa Clara, has been appointed as the U.S representative to the International Network for the 

Prevention of Elder Abuse (INPEA), an NGO with consultative status to the United Nations on 

elder abuse issues.  

 

“Elder abuse is a worldwide problem, and is on the rise,” Malks said. “INPEA aims to increase 

society’s ability, through international collaboration, to recognize and respond to the 

mistreatment of older people. We are creating awareness about elder abuse and neglect and 

giving other countries the opportunity to see and utilize successful programs.” 

 

Through INPEA, Malks is able to share programs she created on a national and international 

level, including the County of Santa Clara Financial Abuse Specialist Team (FAST). FAST, 

touted as a model for the nation by the Justice Department’s Office for Victims of Crime 

(OVC), is an innovative multi-disciplinary collaboration of County agencies that together are 

often able to freeze assets before the elder or dependent adult becomes financially destitute, 

and improve living arrangements and medical care.  FAST has recovered and/or prevented the 

loss of more than $106.1 million in assets for the elderly in Santa Clara County since its 

inception in 1999.  
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“As we see the increase in the aging population worldwide, we are seeing a trend of rising 

incidents of financial fraud both nationwide and internationally,” Malks said. “And it is 

becoming clearer that people don’t know what to do about this problem. INPEA enables us to 

share successful programs and spread the message about protecting human rights.” 

 

During her tenure with the Social Services Agency, Malks spearheaded the creation of the 

County’s Department of Aging and Adult Services, bringing together all adult programs under 

one umbrella, including Adult Protective Services, Public Administrator/Guardian/Conservator, 

In-Home Supportive Services, and Senior Nutrition. 

 

Malks is a founding member and executive committee member of the San Jose Mayor’s Aging 

Leadership Council since 1994. She has held committee positions with the City of San Jose 

Family/Domestic Violence Council, County Welfare Directors Association for Adult Services, 

Bay Area Social Services Consortium for Adult Services and served as Chairperson for the 

Elder and Dependent Adult Law Enforcement Task Force. Malks received her Master of Social 

Work from Adelphi University School of Social Work. 

 

#     #      #   

 


	County of Santa Clara
	Office of the County Executive
	70 West Hedding Street, East Wing 11th Floor
	San Jose, CA  95110
	(408) 299-5119
	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
	Elder Abuse – Page 2




