
 

County of Santa Clara 
Office of the County Executive 

70 West Hedding Street, East Wing 11th Floor 
San Jose, CA  95110 

(408) 299-5119
www.sccgov.org  

                                  

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
February 10, 2004 
 
Contact:   Gwendolyn Mitchell 
    Director, Public Communication 
  (408) 299-5119 
 
County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors Supports 

Propositions 57 and 58 
 
 
SAN, JOSE, CALIF.— Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors voted to 

support both Proposition 57 and Proposition 58.  These statewide ballot measures address 

current fiscal issues facing the State of California – the massive structural deficit in the 

State budget and the failure of the State to balance budgets annually.  Both will be on the 

March 2, 2004, ballot for voter approval. 

 

“The County is supporting these propositions out of shear necessity,” said Supervisor 

Pete McHugh, Chair of the Board of Supervisors.  “A failure to pass this legislation will 

leave California in peril.” 

 

Proposition 57, the Economic Recovery Bond Act, would replace the $10.7 billion 

deficit-financing bond approved by the Legislature (currently under a court challenge) 

with a $15 billion bond.  The $15 billion bond has a lower payment rate spread over a 

longer period of time.  In order for Proposition 57 to take effect, the voters also must 

approve Proposition 58.  
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“Prop. 57 is a bitter pill to swallow; but not supporting this means even more drastic cuts 

than are already in place,” said District 5 Supervisor Liz Kniss.   

 

Proposition 58, The California Balanced Budget Act, would add requirements to the State 

Constitution related to balancing the State’s budget, including a balanced budget 

requirement, requirement to make mid-year budget adjustments, a reserve requirement, 

and a prohibition against future deficit borrowing.  

 

Last October, the Board also voted to approve Proposition 56, The Budget Accountability 

Act.  The measure lowers the approval threshold for the State budget from two-thirds to 

55 percent. 

 

“Lowering the approval threshold to 55 percent should enable the legislature to move 

past gridlock and get the State budget approved,” said District 4 Supervisor Jim Beall.  

“As every school board, city or county knows, this budget uncertainty is killing us.” 

 

For the past several years, the County of Santa Clara has had to adopt budgets without 

knowing what the State’s contributions or reductions would be.   

 

#   #   # 
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