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County Affordable Housing Strategy Wins State Funding 
 County Housing Projects to Receive State Funds 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF. – Last September, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors took the 

bold step of awarding five affordable housing projects loans and grants totaling $7.7 million.  

That move has paid off.  Three of the five projects were in the running for State Proposition 46 

funds, the housing bond that voters approved last November.  The $5.2 million the County put up 

for those projects, gave the three the “perfect” or “near perfect” scores they needed to draw 

$16,355,000 in matching State funds.   

 

“The Board’s approval of matching funds gave these projects a critical competitive advantage for 

State funding,” said Supervisor Pete McHugh, Chair of the Board of Supervisors.  “During these 

difficult economic times, local governments must be innovative in creating viable economic 

partnerships.”  

 

The three selected projects, which will provide an additional 180 units of affordable 

housing, also had received support from various cities and private sources. 

 

State and County matches are as follows: 

Project/Developer      County Share State Match 
Mountain View Studio Apartments, Charities Housing   $1,500,000 $  4,900,000 

Sobrato Apartments of Gilroy, South County Housing  $1,700,000 $  3,955,000 

Opportunity Center of the Mid-Peninsula, Opportunity Center $2,000,000 $  7,500,000 

     Totals   $5,200,000 $16,355,000 

 

-more- 
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“This is exactly the kind of partnership the State has been looking for to match State funding with 

local funding,” said Sunne Wright McPeak, Secretary of California’s Business, Transportation 

and Housing Agency.  “The Santa Clara County projects are ready to go, and expediting the 

award of funds will result in significant economic stimulus at the local level.” 

 

In addition to construction jobs created by these projects, there are other economic benefits to 

affordable housing.  A recent study commissioned by the Silicon Valley Citizens for Affordable 

Housing, entitled the “Economic and Fiscal Impacts of Affordable Housing” found that the 

availability of such housing can lower the demand and costs for other public services in the areas 

of health care, mental health services, foster care, and homelessness.  According to the study, the 

lack of affordable housing increases the need for more costly emergency housing and health 

services.   

 

Chris Block, Executive Director of Charities Housing, said, “Support from the County’s Office of 

Affordable Housing was the leverage necessary for our Mountain View project to be successful in 

an extremely competitive environment in Sacramento.” 

 

In addition, three other area housing related projects will be funded by the state, bringing the total 

Santa Clara County awards from this round of State housing funding to $21,886,775: 

  

Plaza de las Flores in Sunnyvale, Christian Church Homes   $3,531,775  

Owner Occupied Rehabilitation, City of San Jose    $1,000,000 

Mortgage Assistance, Neighborhood Housing Services Silicon Valley  $1,000,000 

 

Background 

Office of Affordable Housing  
The Board of Supervisors created the Office of Affordable Housing in July 2003 and established 
a set-aside of $18.6 million for projects. It is a priority of the Board of Supervisors to use its local 
affordable housing set-aside funds to leverage viable affordable housing projects.    
 
Proposition 46 - The Housing and Emergency Shelter Trust Fund Act of 2002, is a $2.1 billion 
bond measure that was passed by the voters in California in November 2002. The bond provides 
funding to help with the construction, rehabilitation, and preservation of affordable rental 
housing, emergency shelters and homeless facilities, as well as funds that can be used for down 
payment assistance to low and moderate-income first-time homebuyers. 

#   #   # 
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