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Local Residents Honored for Leadership, Community Service 
at Santa Clara County Human Relations Awards Ceremony 
 
SAN JOSE,  CALIF.—Today, local residents were honored for their contributions to 
education, immigrant rights, leadership and community service at the Human Relations 
Commission Awards Ceremony “Building Unity in the Diversity of Santa Clara County.”  
 
Also sponsored by the Santa Clara County Office of Human Relations, the awards are 
presented to individuals who demonstrate a strong commitment to building peace, justice 
and unity in Santa Clara County. 
 
“We are honoring extraordinary individuals who demonstrate in their everyday lives a 
tremendous tolerance and respect for others, and who have made a difference in the lives 
of the residents of Santa Clara County,” said Supervisor Pete McHugh, Chairperson for 
the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors.   
 
Residents and organizations from Gilroy, Palo Alto and San Jose attended the event held 
at the County Government Center. 
 
The award recipients include: 
Lifetime Achievement Award  
Rigo Chacon has served as a news reporter and South Bay Bureau Chief for KGO-TV, 
Channel 7 for over 29 years. Born and raised in San Jose, Chacon has been instrumental 
in pursuing stories of interest to the people of the South Bay and has become a leader, not 
only through his award winning reporting but also through this considerable community 
involvement. Community service includes: Founding the Abrazaos and Books Program, 
which has provided scholarships to more than 230 students; member of the Board of 
Directors of the National Hispanic University; and past President of the Community 
Services Organization (CSO). He has also served as master of ceremonies for more than 
300 charitable events locally. 
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A three-time Emmy Award winner and recipient of the Governor’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award, Chacon always made it a point to encourage and mentor young 
people, particularly Latino youth, who are aspiring to a career in television broadcasting. 
He has made, through his professional work and his commitment to community, a 
positive difference in the lives of so many in Santa Clara County. 
 
Human and Civil Rights Award 
Karen Seiden and Kristen Hatanaka, immigration attorneys specializing in 
naturalization law, have co-organized and led the legal section of Free Annual 
Citizenship Days for the past five years, and have invested significant pro-bono hours in 
assisting poor immigrants with complex legal issues. They have helped hundreds of low-
income immigrants—Asian, Latino, disabled and semi-literate— to achieve their dream 
of U.S. citizenship. Citizenship puts immigrants on the path to voter empowerment, 
enhances family reunification, provides a better safety net of social services, improves 
employment opportunities and opens up opportunities for civic involvement. Their 
professional services and personal commitment have made tremendous contributions to 
improving the lives of many in the local immigrant community and the community at 
large.  
 
Bridging Communities Award 
Kenzo Kimura is a long-time community activist and volunteer committed to protecting 
human and civil rights for all people.  Since September 11th Kenzo has taken a lead in 
establishing working relationships and collaborations with Muslim, Middle Eastern, and 
immigrant rights groups to promote human rights and to eliminate civil rights violations. 
Some examples of his involvement include: the presentation of seminars at the Resources 
for Families and Communities Multicultural Conference, the presentation of Civil 
Liberties Workshop at De Anza College, participation in Palestinian Friendship Day, and 
active support of the efforts of the Coalition for Justice and Accountability.  Kenzo is also 
the current president of the San Jose chapter of the Japanese-American Citizen’s League 
(JACL) whose core mission is the protection of civil and human rights. By working with 
local groups from diverse communities, Kenzo has become a role model for global 
consciousness where empathy and advocacy build a better place for all of us. 
 
Feminist Leadership Award  
Judy Kramer, a Palo Alto resident, is a longtime advocate for women and girls through 
her leadership in community organizations such as the American Association of 
University Women, the League of Women Voters, and the YWCA of the Mid-Peninsula.  
She assisted in creating the Women’s Action network, a coalition of mid-peninsula 
women’s organizations that advocates for and acts on issues of importance to women. 
Kramer served as the “Nonprofits Liaison” in State Assemblymember Joe Simitian’s 
office. She played a lead role in several major regional projects, including the creation of 
a countywide social services information and referral database, and establishment of a 
day services center for homeless women and children at Clara-Mateo Alliance. Judy 
demonstrates excellence in all of her work, bringing a remarkable blend of integrity, 
compassion, humor, and ability to deliver results for our community and for the women 
and girls of Santa Clara County. 
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Diversity Visionary Award 
Josie T. Romero, a Gilroy resident, is a dedicated advocate and considered a national 
expert in the field of cultural competency in behavioral health.  Through her work and 
leadership she has dramatically improved the services of the County’s mental health, 
health, social service, and child welfare. Now retired, Romero continues her advocacy on 
a local and statewide level by serving on the County Mental Health Board and various 
non-profits such as the Board of Directors for the Gardner Health Center and the Mexican 
American Community Services Agency. She is also president of the National Latino 
Behavior Health Association. Romero’s personal vision and commitment to building 
culturally competent services continues to benefit our county tremendously and places 
Santa Clara County at the forefront of this national movement. 
 
Advocacy for Youth 
Lily Tenes is one of the founders of People Acting in Community Together (PACT), a 
grassroots community organization that seeks to improve the health, education, safety, 
and general well being of people in San Jose. For over 20 years, she has been an active 
board member and a strong advocate for the needs of children in the community. Her 
community projects include: advocating to have a streetlight installed on Alum Rock 
Avenue where hundreds of children cross every day to get to school; helping to establish 
homework centers in schools; and working to build a new Pala Youth Center on White 
Road. She is Regional Director for Rainbows, an international non-profit organization 
that offers training and curriculum for local peer support groups for at-risk children. 
Tenes volunteers her time through Saint John Vianney Parish to ensure that over 500 
youth per year receive a religious education.   Lily is self-motivated and able to motivate 
others to give of their time and energy to help the community. Her compassion, 
generosity and perseverance have had a true impact on our community and particularly 
on the lives of children and their families.  
  
Youth Leadership Award  
Marina Machado, a member of the Santa Clara County Youth Task Force for past two 
years, has helped organize youth projects and lobbying events to educate lawmakers 
about the needs and ideas of youth. She has interned with senators and assembly 
members. She believes in the power of youth and serves as a voice for youth in Santa 
Clara County. Machado also helps to provide crisis telephone counseling for troubled 
teens and adults with the 24/7 Crisis Hotline. She volunteers regularly with Sacred Heart 
Community Services where she has organized food and clothing drives for children and 
has provided outreach to youth to involve them in community service activities. Machado 
excellent young leader and community advocate for youth and her volunteer 
contributions have benefited the lives of many in Santa Clara County. 
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Partner in Health Award  
Dr. Susan MacLean, a Program Director of the Internal Medicine Residency for Kaiser 
Santa Clara, has developed two community service projects to provide medical care for 
vulnerable populations in Santa Clara County. She established a clinic in collaboration 
with InnVision to serve the homeless at Montgomery Street Clinic in San Jose. The 
clinic, supported by a grant from Kaiser Foundation Hospital and the Health Trust, is 
staffed by resident physicians and teaching attendees from Kaiser Santa Clara. The clinic 
site provides resident physicians and attendees with the opportunity to learn about 
providing health care to indigent populations. Dr. MacLean volunteers her medical 
expertise at the clinic on a regular basis and coordinates the scheduling of all its 
volunteers.  
 
Her second community service project is a collaboration with School Health Clinics of 
Santa Clara County to staff a school-based clinic at Andrew Hill High School where 
resident physicians learn about adolescent medicine while providing care to youth, many 
of who would not otherwise receive care. Dr. MacLean’s volunteer efforts have gone a 
long way in providing heath services to some of our most vulnerable populations and has 
helped to build a healthier community. 
 
Community Partnership Award  
Timothy L. Silva has been instrumental in securing financial support for several 
community based organizations in Santa Clara County.  Working with Wells Fargo for 
nearly 30 years, Silva is now market president for community banking in Santa Clara 
County. Through Silva's efforts and influence, Wells Fargo contributed well over $1 
million in 2003 to organizations in the Education, Arts, Community Development and 
Human Services in Santa Clara County alone. He is a firm believer in helping maintain 
healthy communities and his commitment is reflected in his personal participation as a 
Board member of several organizations including San Jose Museum of Art, Franklin 
McKinley Educational Foundation and the San Jose Chamber of Commerce. Silva's 
community involvement is an excellent example of how "Corporate America" can make a 
difference in helping make our communities a better place. 
 
GROUP AWARDS 
 
Civic Engagement Award  
South Bay Freedom Riders is a group made up of janitors, hotel and restaurant 
employees, construction workers, electronic assembly workers, other services workers, 
and a commercial fisherman. These people, at great personal risk and sacrifice, joined 
together with immigrants from 10 U.S. cities on a journey to improve the lives of 
immigrants in this country. In hopes of changing the way America views and treats 
immigrants they called themselves the Freedom Riders, a tribute to civil rights activists 
who went on a similar journey in the 1960s. They made 93 stops in 42 states to talk to 
legislators and communities about the contributions of immigrants and their need for a 
life with dignity in the U.S.  
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The original Freedom Riders of the 1960s never made it to their final destination – They 
were physically beaten and their bus was firebombed. The Freedom Riders of 2003 risked 
being stopped and detained by authorities. Some even risked the possibility of 
deportation and harassment by anti-immigrant groups along the way. Although at one 
point they were confronted by members of the Klu Klux Klan, throughout their journey 
the Freedom Riders were greeted by far more supporters than adversaries drawing huge 
crowds of support from many cities and universities. 
 
Their journey for dignity and the protection of human and civil rights continues as the 
discussion regarding immigration reform comes under a national spotlight. Their 
commitment and actions serve as a beautiful and inspirational example of civic 
engagement for all U.S. citizens. 
 
Human and Civil Rights Award 
The Coalition for Justice and Accountability (CJA) is a group of community leaders 
who came together in 2003 to address community concerns following the tragic killing of 
Cau Tran, a young Vietnamese mother of two, by a San Jose Police Officer.  CJA is made 
up of organizations such at the Vietnamese Bar Association of Northern California, Asian 
Americans for Community Involvement, Asian Law Alliance, the Vietnamese 
Community of N. California, the American Muslim Voice and the Nihonmachi Outreach 
Committee.  Through hundreds of volunteer hours spent in advocacy work, CJA has 
effectively raised the issue of police accountability and the need for strong independent 
oversight in police shooting cases.  
  
The work of CJA has benefited County residents by raising awareness regarding 
excessive police force, the Grand Jury process, police training protocols and the 
dynamics of the San Jose City Council as they relate to the Police Department.  In 
addition many immigrants and refugees who were active members of CJA have a better 
understanding of the legal system and it is through their efforts to achieve social justice 
that the victim's family and the community can begin to heal.  
 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AWARDS 
 
Community Homeless Alliance Ministry (CHAM), District II 
Community Homeless Alliance Ministry has been a consistent and effective advocate 
for housing for the poor in Santa Clara County since 1991. By mobilizing community and 
focusing public attention on the plight of the homeless CHAM has been instrumental in 
creating the political will to build affordable housing and increase shelter beds as needed 
in Santa Clara County. For example: In 2001 and 2002, CHAM led a successful 
movement to urge the City of San Jose to allocate 30 percent of its housing funds for 
extremely low-income families which increased the construction of affordable and 
extremely low-income housing developments in San Jose. CHAM was also instrumental 
in the establishment of the PROGRESS rental subsidy program in San Jose. 
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In 1997 CHAM, in collaboration with First Christian Church, opened a badly needed 
shelter for the homeless where they have provided shelter for hundreds of homeless 
families, administered largely by the homeless themselves, without receiving government 
funds.  
 
The work of CHAM is to be noted as a wonderful example of how people working 
together in compassion can move mountains and change the lives of so many in need.  
 
Advocacy for Youth Award, District III 
Van Le is a tremendous organizing force in the local Vietnamese community where her 
volunteer activities include: organizer for the TET Festival; an annual awards dinner; and 
community forums to help Vietnamese-Americans understand the importance of political 
involvement and voting. She is a member of the Board of Directors of the Vietnamese 
Cultural Garden and is past president of the Viet-American Foundation where she has 
been instrumental in helping to provide leadership training for Vietnamese youth.  
 She has been the chief organizer of Children’s Moon Festival since its inception in 1992. 
This full-day event focuses on children and Vietnamese culture, featuring hundreds of 
activities and cultural performances that help bring awareness and understanding of 
Vietnamese culture to Santa Clara County.  
 
Youth Leadership Award, District V
Michelle Park is an enthusiastic youth advocate and has been very involved in 
community service since she was very young. Michelle is a current member of the Youth 
Task Force where she has assumed a leadership position in several YTF projects and 
events and has helped to write a grant that successfully secured funds for YTF. Michelle 
is a volunteer for the 24/7 crisis hotline-Contact Cares and provides telephone counseling 
and suicide prevention information and referrals to youth and adults in Santa Clara 
County. 
Michelle led ‘YTF Essentials’ Project, which provided over 200 displaced youth with 
toiletries, food certificates, and stationary. She is also a camp volunteer with the YMCA, 
helping to provide under privileged youth with the opportunity to experience an 
educational camp. Michelle is an inspiration to youth and a young leader with a 
compassionate heart who is willing to help others to attain their goals and aspirations. 
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