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County Prepares for Transition of Probation 
Department and Juvenile Hall 

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.— On Tuesday, March 2, Santa Clara County voters overwhelmingly 

approved Measure A which moves oversight responsibility for the Probation Department 

from the Courts to the County Executive and allows him to appoint, supervise, and 

remove the Chief Probation Officer.  The measure also authorizes the Santa Clara County 

Board of Supervisors to establish an Advisory Board of Juvenile Hall to include: a 

Juvenile Court judge, the District Attorney, Public Defender, Sheriff, education and 

health professionals, community-based provider, Probation employee organization 

members, previous Hall residents, and parents of persons incarcerated at Juvenile Hall.  

 

Today, County Executive Pete Kutras named Dennis Handis to head the transition team 

and to conduct an assessment of the department’s operations.  Handis retired as Chief 

Probation Officer/Chief of Correction in Santa Clara County in 1996.  He has over 35 

years of experience in probation and corrections and was at the helm, when the 

department was recognized as a model agency throughout the nation.  Handis will bring 

an understanding of the departmental operations and the challenges that confront the 

probation officers and counselors.  He served as the Executive Director for the Chief 

Probation Officers of California from 1998 to 2001.  He also brings a broad 

understanding of the need for accountability.  Handis has served on California’s Little 

Hoover Commission, the U.C. Chancellors Advisory Committee on Community Affairs, 

Roosevelt Center for American Policy Studies, and has been a member of the Family and 

Juvenile Law Advisory Committee to the Judicial Council of California.    
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Deputy County Executive Sandra Nathan and Special Assistant to the County Executive 

Kathy Maniaci also will serve on the transition team.  The team will work closely with 

Acting Chief Probation Officer Ann Clarke, who came out of retirement when the 

position became vacant last December, and her staff.  Clarke has agreed to stay on at least 

through June.  

 

“The Probation Department is an important part of our public safety system and includes 

both adult and juvenile services and institutions,” Kutras said. “Collectively, we have a 

big job ahead.  We have to improve conditions, provide training and needed resources as 

well as restore community confidence while struggling with a massive budget deficit. I 

know that working together we can meet the challenge before us.”  

 

The transition team will issue immediate recommendations and an action plan within the 

first 30 days.  High on the priority list will be the assessment of the status of 

recommendations that remain to be implemented from the report commissioned last fall 

by the Board of Supervisors and prepared by leading authorities on juvenile detention 

practices under the guidance of David W. Roush, Ph.D.   

 

“We will also be moving forward with the process to conduct a statewide search for a 

new Chief Probation Officer,” said Kutras, noting that California experience will be 

important.  “We will meet with members of the community, employees and the Judges to 

discuss the characteristics and essential leadership qualities that the new Chief Probation 

Officer should possess.  It is important that we select a Chief that will share our vision for 

the future of the department.” 

  

Working with the County Counsel, Kutras plans to bring forth recommendations to a 

public meeting of the Board of Supervisors in April or May regarding the creation of and 

discussion of appointments to the Juvenile Hall Advisory Board. 
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