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Local Residents and Community Organizations Receive 
Unity in Diversity Achievement Awards  

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— Local residents and organizations will receive the Unity in Diversity 
Achievement Awards from the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors at the County Unity in 
Diversity Day Celebration “Building Unity in Diversity, ” today. The awards ceremony will be 
held at 12 noon in Front Plaza at the County Government Center, 70 W. Hedding St., San Jose. 
The Unity in Diversity awards are presented to individuals and organizations in Santa Clara 
County who excel in building the bridges of trust between diverse communities. 
 
“We are honoring individuals and organizations who make significant contributions to the 
diverse community we live in,” said Supervisor Pete McHugh, Chairperson of the Board of 
Supervisors.   “They serve as an inspiration for their peers and other community organizations.” 
 
The recipients of the Unity in Diversity Achievement Award include: 
 
South County Dayworkers Center Committee 
District 1 Supervisor Don Gage will present the Unity in Diversity Award to the founding 
committee for the South County Day-Workers Center.  The center, expected to be operational 
this summer, will provide an average of 75-80 dayworkers with a location to register for work, 
receive job skill training classes, access health and legal advice, and be tutored in math and 
English as a Second Language classes. Located on the corner of Main and Depot Streets in 
Morgan Hill, the center will be a place for dayworkers to register each morning and be selected 
by employers either by order of the registration list or by skill needed such as bricklayer or 
cement worker.    
 
Mexican Heritage Plaza  
District 2 Supervisor Blanca Alvarado will present the Unity in Diversity Achievement Award to 
the Mexican Heritage Plaza for the diversity of the programs and classes offered to all residents 
in the county. The Mexican Heritage Plaza (MHP) celebrates the rich cultural heritage of the 
Mexican community and showcases multicultural arts.  MHP provides a vital link between 
cultural heritage arts and community-based development in Eastside San Jose’s diverse 
communities.  
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The Mexican Heritage Plaza is one of the largest Latino cultural arts facilities in the nation. 
Programming is multi-disciplinary, presented at the Plaza, in schools and at outreach sites in 
order to provide educational and arts opportunities for people of all ages that enrich the local 
community.  MHP showcases artistic talent from throughout the region and around the world 
presenting arts programs, educational classes and exhibits that offer an in-depth exploration of 
culture.   
 
Jean Lu 
District 3 Supervisor Pete McHugh will present the Unity in Diversity Achievement Award to 
San Jose resident Jean Lu. Lu is a businesswoman committed to the education of local youth, 
volunteering with many local organizations including the YMCA, Tzu Chi Foundation, Special 
Olympics, San Jose Red Cross, Santa Clara County Child Care Local Planning Councils, and the 
Local Investment in Child Care project.  She is currently a Commissioner on the Santa Clara 
County/Hsinchu County, Taiwan, Republic of China Sister County Commission and since 
joining the commission she has organized several fundraising events.   
 
Susan Marsland  
District 4 Supervisor Jim Beall will present the Unity in Diversity Achievement Award to Susan 
Marsland.  A former employee of the Office of Human Relations and Network for a Hate-free 
Committee, she a strong advocate for teaching children art and music as well as for helping the 
homeless through her role as a board member for six years with the Emergency Housing 
Consortium. She has been a representative on the arts commission for the City of San Jose, 
working with others to promote and support multicultural arts in San Jose.  
 
Mountain View Chamber of Commerce Diversity Forum 
District 5 Supervisor Liz Kniss will present the Unity in Diversity Achievement Award to the 
Mountain View Chamber of Commerce Diversity Forum for working to raise understanding and 
respect for racial, cultural, physical and religious differences. The forum, often working in 
cooperation with the City of Mountain View’s Human Relations Commission, provides residents 
with an opportunity to discuss sensitive issues such as prejudice, race and stereotypes with their 
peers.  
 
Refugee and Child Health Clinic    
County Executive Pete Kutras will present the Unity in Diversity Achievement Award to staff of 
the Refugee and Child Health Clinic. The clinic staff, from Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, China, 
Russia, Former Yugoslavia, Iran and Latin America, assist newly arrived refugees and 
immigrants to adapt to the American health care system.  Established in the 1970s, the clinic 
helps the patients navigate the health care system. The clinic’s staff have created programs to 
address mental health needs, produced a Health Guide in five languages, and facilitated a 
community-based promoters model program to promote health in the African refugee 
community. 
 
End of Life Care Committee, Valley Medical Center 
County Executive Pete Kutras will present the Unity in Diversity Achievement Award to the End 
of Life Care Committee of Valley Medical Center for creating a program and resources to make 
the death experience as supportive as possible for patients and families at Valley Medical Center. 
The program guidelines promote specialized care for patients with irreversible conditions. It 
focuses on quality of life and relief of symptoms with attention to emotional, psychological and 
spiritual issues of both the patients and their loved ones.  
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