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Board of Supervisors Approves Hush Kit Pilot Program 
for Aircraft at Reid-Hillview Airport 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors approved the 

Reid-Hillview Airport Hush Kit Pilot Program and $25,000 in funding. The pilot program 

provides financial assistance to aircraft owners who voluntarily retrofit their aircraft with a 

system designed to reduce the level of aircraft engine exhaust noise. 

 

“We are pleased to support the installation of Hush Kits,” said District 2 Supervisor Blanca 

Alvarado, County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors. “This pilot project is the first step in a 

more comprehensive plan to address aircraft noise on behalf of the surrounding 

neighborhoods.” 

 

The County will provide up to $2,500 or half the total cost including equipment and labor to 

retrofit aircrafts based at Reid-Hillview Airport. Priority will go to aircraft that spend the most 

amount of documented time in the airport’s traffic pattern. 

 

“Imagine the sound a car’s engine makes without a muffler. When you add the muffler it 

greatly reduces the engine noise,” said Michael Murdter, Director, Roads & Airports 

Department. “The Reid-Hillview Hush Kit Program is similar to fitting a muffler on an 

aircraft in that it dramatically reduces the engine noise for the surrounding community.”  
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To reduce the noise impact on the community, the County has developed other noise 

mitigating measures including: seeking an FAA grant for an Aircraft Noise and Flight Track 

Monitoring System to allow a more accurate identification of when and what type of aircraft 

cause the noise; implementing voluntary restrictions on types of flights during certain hours; 

and provision of FAA funding for home insulation to mitigate noise. 

 

For more information, call 408-929-1060 or go to www.countyairports.org
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