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WEST NILE INFECTED BIRDS CONFIRMED IN SUNNY
CAMPBELL, GILROY & NEW AREAS OF S

 
 
San Jose, August 6, 2004 
 
The Santa Clara County Vector Control District (SCCVCD) received confirmation toda
found in Sunnyvale, one in the City of Santa Clara, and two in San Jose, and two Hous
and one in Gilroy, tested positive for West Nile Virus (WNV). Although these are not t
Santa Clara County, this is the first confirmation of the presence of WNV in Sunnyvale
Gilroy.  A crow, found in the same area of East San Jose where the first positive crow w
confirmed positive for WNV. This brings the total number of infected birds found in S
have been no human cases or mosquitoes found with the virus in Santa Clara County 
 
The infected Cooper’s Hawks were found in the Arlene and Fremont area of Sunnyval
and Hamilton and Willow St., in San Jose, and on Lawrence Ave in Santa Clara. The h
to the Wild Life Center of Silicon Valley in San Jose and then picked up by the Vector C
from Campbell was found in the area of Silacci Dr. and Harriet Ave. and the House Fi
Princevalle and 8th St., was taken, by a resident, to the Wildlife Education and Rehabili
delivered to the Vector Control District. The birds were shipped to the California Anim
Laboratory for testing and confirmatory testing was conducted by the Center for Vecto
 
West Nile Virus is one of a group of disease-causing viruses spread by mosquitoes.  W
United States in 1999. WNV is transmitted to humans and animals through the bite of 
spread person to person. Currently there is no evidence that the West Nile Virus can b
contact with an infected bird.  The SCCVCD does recommend that if residents do pick
gloves or a plastic bag and not bare hands. 
 
 
The Vector Control District is asking Santa Clara County residents to call if they find c
birds of prey, that have been dead for less than 48 hours and do not appear to have die
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dogs, cars, etc.  Residents can call the State’s Dead Bird Hot Line number at 877-968-2473 or the Vector Control District at 
408-792-5010. 
 
Mosquitoes become infected with WNV when they feed on infected birds. Most people who are bitten by a mosquito with 
WNV will not get sick. People who do become ill may experience mild to moderate flu-like symptoms like fever, 
headache and body ache. It is estimated that less than 1% of the people who are infected with WNV become severely ill 
and require hospitalization. The elderly and immunocompromised are particularly susceptible to illness caused by WNV.  
 
The Vector Control District collects adult mosquitoes weekly throughout the County and sends them to the State for 
testing. No infected mosquitoes have been found in Santa Clara County or in surrounding Counties to date. 
 
To reduce the risk of being bitten by mosquitoes or contracting WNV, Santa Clara County residents are urged to take the 
following precautions: 
 

• Eliminate all sources of standing water that can support mosquito breeding 
• Avoid spending time outside when mosquitoes are most active, especially at dawn an the first two hours after 

sunset 
• When outdoors, wear long pants and long-sleeved shirts 
• Apply insect repellant, such as DEET, according to label instructions 
• s. Make sure that doors and windows have tight-fitting screens. Repair or replace screens that have tears or hole

Contact the Vector Control District if you are being bothered by mosquitoes or know of a potential mosquito • 
breeding source. 

accine for 

kyards for any standing water and then dumping or draining it will help reduce 

one in San Bernardino County and one in Orange County. 

 
Horses are very susceptible to WNV. In Southern California, 44 cases of WNV in horses have been reported. A v

orses is available and horse owners are advised to contact their veterinarians to have their horses vaccinated. h
 
“Residents can help us fight the battle against West Nile Virus” said Vector Control’s Community Resource Specialist 
Kriss Costa”.  “By checking their own bac

e transmitter of WNV, the mosquito.” th
 
To date, there have been 103 human cases of WNV reported in California. Two fatalities have been reported in California, 


