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BREAKING NEWS 

Los Gatos Post Office Closed Due to Suspicious 
Employee Symptoms 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Today, at 11:00 a.m., the County of Santa Clara Fire Department 

Hazardous Materials Response Team (HAZMAT) responded to a call from a postal 

employee reporting five employees complaining of a metallic taste, throat dryness, and 

sore throats. All victims were physically located in the mailroom.   The Post Office was 

being evacuated at the time of the call.  

 

County HAZMAT closed the Los Gatos Post Office located at 101 S. Santa Cruz 

Avenue, following reports by employees of suspicious symptoms.  Several employees 

experienced a metallic taste in the mouth, sore throats and white blotches on the skin.  

County HAZMAT officials are on site and are currently trying to locate the source of the 

problem.   

 

At this point all postal workers are recovering.  None of the employees are critical. 

Initially 15 employees experienced various symptoms.  Five employees with more severe 

symptoms were fully decontaminated and have been transported to local hospitals for 

further evaluation.  Ten other employees who experienced mild or no symptoms were 

partially decontaminated on site. 
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“We are working with local hospitals to ensure that the employees are evaluated,” said 

Marty Fenstersheib, County Public Health Officer.  “Once it is determined what the 

substance may have been, we will work with the medical community and public to 

provide that information. ” 

 

Following the initial decontamination efforts, symptoms decreased for several 

employees.  These suspicious symptoms have been limited to Postal employees at the Los 

Gatos site.  The investigation is ongoing. 

 

#  #  # 
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