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Green Business is Booming in Santa Clara County 
County Recognizes Local Business Leadership for Meeting Environmental Standards  

 
San Jose, Calif. - Business owners, elected officials and local governments came together today 

for an awards ceremony to recognize 37 businesses that were certified as “Green Businesses” in 

fiscal year 2004. Supervisor Pete McHugh, Chair of the County of Santa Clara Board of 

Supervisors, presented certificates to representatives of the newly certified Santa Clara County 

businesses to honor the achievements they have made.   

 

“We are proud of the efforts these businesses have made to become certified,” said McHugh.  

“They all are contributing to a cleaner, healthier environment in Santa Clara County.”  

 

The Santa Clara County Integrated Waste Management Division oversees the County’s Green 

Business Program..  The Green Business Program encourages and assists local businesses to 

implement sustainable practices to prevent pollution, protect water quality, conserve water and 

energy, reduce generation of waste, and increase recycling.  These practices can save businesses 

money while also protecting the environment.   

 
David Matuszak from the Regional Occupation Program in Gilroy says, "The Santa Clara 

County Green Business Program provided us with the opportunity to look at our daily activities 

in a way that would be good for the environment, good for the future, and good for our budget.” 
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The County’s Green Business Program staff, in concert with Santa Clara Valley Water District 

and Pacific Gas and Electric Company,  works with businesses of all types to improve 

environmental performance and achieve green certification in Santa Clara County. 

 

 “As an environmental firm, we felt green certification was an important step to take as an 

example to our clients and to the community,” said Kate Streams of Raines, Melton and 

Carella. “Green certification has helped our employees become more aware of simple day-to-day 

tasks that help make a difference.” 

 

Currently five cities in Santa Clara County are participating in the Green Business program: 

Gilroy, Morgan Hill, Palo Alto, San Jose and Sunnyvale.   

 

“The Green Business Program proves that businesses can prosper AND show their concern for 

the environment,” says Anthony Eulo, Program Administrator, City of Morgan Hill.  Green 

business makes good business sense, and our local companies are helping us prove that.” 

 

One company, Alterra,  is saving almost $70,000 a year through their new recycling program and 

another $70,000 through energy conservation measures. Switching to recycled content paper is a 

move that other businesses are making. The difference in processing saves 7,000 kilowatt hours 

of electricity, 10,500 gallons of water, and 105 pounds of air pollution annually.  

 

“Even small steps - multiplied by thousands of small businesses that are the economic drivers of 

this area - add up remarkably," says Carl Mosher, Director of Environmental Services, City of 

San Jose.  

 

For more information about the Green Business Program in Santa Clara County call Lisa Rose at 

408-441-1198 or go to www.greenbiz.sccgov.org.  

#    #    # 


	County of Santa Clara
	Office of the County Executive
	70 West Hedding Street, East Wing 11th Floor
	San Jose, CA  95110
	(408) 299-5119
	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	Green Business is Booming in Santa Clara County
	County Recognizes Local Business Leadership for Meeting Envi


