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County Conservation Measures Pay Off 

Reduces Energy Usage by 20% 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF—During the height of the California energy crisis in 2001, the County 

of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors created the Emergency Energy Task Force (EETF) to 

reduce the County's consumption of energy. Measures were implemented to conserve 

energy usage in County facilities and to alleviate the need for rotating power outages. As a 

result of the measures, the County has reduced electrical consumption by 20 percent, from 

101,701,934 kilowatt-hours in fiscal year 2001 to 81,577,581 kilowatt-hours in fiscal year 

2004. 

 

“Reducing energy usage in County facilities by 20 percent is a phenomenal 

achievement,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, Co-Chair of the Emergency Energy Task 

Force. “It has a cost saving impact and a positive impact on the environment by 

reducing CO2 emissions.” 

 

Since 2001, the County has completed more than 500 energy conservation projects 

including: installation of 6,800 task lighting motion sensors; installation of 1,459 room 

lighting motion sensors; installation of new lighting controls systems in eight buildings; 

optimization of HVAC air intake economizers to take advantage of cool outside air to 

reduce the need for mechanically cooled air; installation of 116 HVAC system time clocks 

and programmable thermostats; and installation of 23 cool roof systems. 

-more- 
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“We call on everyone in the community to do their part to reduce energy consumption,” 

said Supervisor Pete McHugh, Board Chair and Co-Chair of the task force. “We are 

leading by example.” 

 

Encouraged by the County’s conservation success, Supervisor Kniss proposed a referral 

to Finance and Government Operations Committee to consider how the County can build 

upon its current success by joining the Sustainable Silicon Valley Initiative. The 

initiative, established in 2001, was created to improve regional environmental 

performance with goal of reducing CO2 emissions throughout the Valley by 20 percent in 

2010.  

 
# # # 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	County of Santa Clara
	Office of the County Executive
	70 West Hedding Street, East Wing 11th Floor
	San Jose, CA  95110
	(408) 299-5119
	October 6, 2004
	County Conservation Measures Pay Off
	Reduces Energy Usage by 20%

	County Energy Consumption Reduced - Page 2




