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Board Appoints Flores as New Chief of Correction  
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—The County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors announced today that 

Edward Flores, Assistant Chief of the Department of Correction, will take the helm as Chief 

of Correction.  Flores had served as interim chief since last March, following the retirement 

of his predecessor. 

Flores is a law enforcement veteran with 29 years of service.  He began his career in 

Santa Clara County with the Sheriff’s Office, where he worked both in patrol and jail 

facilities.  As a Deputy Sheriff, among Flores’ assignments were Patrol, Parks Unit, 

Warrants and Fugitives, Civil Division, Custody, Personnel Academy Training Officer 

and the Sheriff’s Emergency Response Team. 

Flores was assigned to the Department of Correction in 1987 and hired there in 1993.  He 

began serving in the role of Assistant Chief in November of 2000.   During his years at 

the department he has held many posts, including Deputy Chief of Operations, Captain 

for the Programs Division, Assistant Division Commander for the Main Jail, Elmwood 

and the Correctional Center for Women Complex, as well as Transportation Unit 

Commander, Special Operations Commander and a supervisor in the Investigation Unit. 
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Flores holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Administration of Justice from San Jose 

State University and is active in the community.    

“Chief Flores has demonstrated his knowledge of corrections and his leadership over the 

past several years,” said Supervisor Pete McHugh, Chair of the County of Santa Clara 

Board of Supervisors.  “As interim Chief, he won over the Board of Supervisors by 

providing thoughtful and stable leadership to the department.”  

Accepting the appointment, Flores said that he considers it an honor to have the 

opportunity to lead the Department and serve the residents of Santa Clara County.  Flores 

recognizes the most immediate challenge will be to develop a budget plan that addresses 

ongoing fiscal constraints, while maintaining current services in the department. 

“As a part of the county’s public safety team, our job is to provide a secure environment 

for those charged to our custody,” he remarked.  “The Department of Correction has long 

been recognized as a leader in county corrections. Despite ongoing budget difficulties, I 

will ensure that we stay at the forefront.”  

 

The County of Santa Clara Department of Correction is the 5th largest county jail system 

in California, with an average daily inmate population of 4,142 and 1,100 employees.  

 

“Chief Flores’ years of experience in law enforcement and within the County’s 

Department of Correction provide him with a wealth of operational knowledge. As we 

deal with program innovations and the current fiscal constraints, we are confident that 

Chief Flores’ experience and knowledge will serve the County well,” said Supervisor 

Blanca Alvarado, Chair of the Board Public Safety and Justice Committee.   
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