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County Approves Recommendations of Safe Baby Task Force 

Mothers Can Call 9-1-1 for Safe Surrender of Newborns 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Today,  the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors heard 

recommendations from the Safe Haven Task Force, a broad-based group of representatives 

from throughout the County, to eliminate the abandonment of newborn infants.  The task 

force was assembled at the request of Supervisor Jim Beall, Chair of the Board’s Committee 

on Children, Seniors and Families, following a spate of abandonment of four infants in the 

area during the summer – one in Salinas and three in Santa Clara County.    

 

The focus of the Task Force is to bring awareness to the public about the California Safely 

Surrendered Baby Law, which permits the surrender of a newborn infant within 72 hours of 

birth, without fear of penalties or legal consequences.  

 

On August 3rd, the Board approved creation of the Task Force and the designation of County 

Fire Stations as Safe Surrender Sites, including those in Saratoga, Cupertino, Monte Sereno, 

Morgan Hill, and the unincorporated areas of the County.  The Board also called on cities 

within the county to designate local fire stations as Safe Surrender Sites.  Many of the cities 

now have designated local fire stations, including San Jose, Milpitas, Mountain View, Palo 

Alto, Los Altos and Los Altos Hills.  The City Councils of several other cities will soon be 

designating Fire Stations as Safe Surrender sites.  
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More than 60 organizations were represented on the 120-member Safe Haven Task Force.  

The group was charged with developing a comprehensive strategy to address the 

abandonment of newborns. 

 

“Our goal is to eliminate the death of newborn infants due to abandonment,” said Beall.  

“The Task Force has done a phenomenal job in developing a blueprint to address this issue.”  

 

In today’s action, the Board of Supervisors approved the Task Force recommendations (full 

list attached), directing staff to involve the community in partnerships to implement 

procedures to receive infants at hospitals, fire stations and during the day at community 

clinics; assembling a training team and training personnel who will receive infants and those 

involved in public education about the Safely Surrendered Baby Law; developing a process 

for reclaiming the infant – as provided for in the state law; build on the state’s public 

awareness campaign and develop multi-lingual, culturally sensitive public information 

materials; and working to extend or lift the sunset on the Safely Surrendered Baby Law.  One 

of the innovative recommendations is that a mother be allowed to call 9-1-1 to arrange a safe 

surrender of a newborn infant who might otherwise be abandoned. 

 

“Prevention through education is the best method of avoiding these tragic cases,” said Consul 

General Bruno Figueroa commenting on the cases of two young immigrant mothers currently 

jailed for child abandonment and first-degree murder.  “The Consulate endorses the work of 

the Task Force and will partner with the County to see that public information materials and 

those who will be distributing information know how to reach the Mexican community.” 

   

First Five Commission Chair Frederick Ferrer said,  “First Five was pleased to participate in 

the Safe Haven Task Force.  The recommendations will serve some of the County’s most 

vulnerable children – newborn infants.  We are please with the recommendations and the 

results so far and look forward to continuing this valuable work with the partners in this 

communitywide effort.” 

(See Attachment) 
#    #    # 
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Safe Haven Task Force 
Recommendations 

 
Short-term recommendations not requiring additional resources for immediate 
implementation. 

1. The Office of the County Executive is to designate a County department to 
coordinate the implementation of the Task Force’s recommendations and convene 
its Steering Committee. 

 
2. Encourage all jurisdictions to pass Safe Haven resolutions. 

 
3. The Fire Department is to implement the Safe Haven protocol and procedure, and 

provide “Newborn Safe Surrender Kit” and signs to all county departments and 
other jurisdictions that are designated as safe surrender baby sites.  There are 
approximately 95 fire stations within the County of Santa Clara.  The County Fire 
Department will provide a state approved Safe Surrender Baby sign and two kits 
each to the designated fire stations and 30 kits to the American Medical Response 
who will transport the baby to the hospital.  Each kit will include a pair of 
identifying wrist bands for the surrendering party and an anklet for the baby, 
medical questionnaire and instructions.  The Valley Medical Center will provide the 
wrist bands and anklets to the County Fire Department.  The Safe Surrender Baby 
signs will cost $20 each for 95 fire stations totaling $1,900.   The County Fire 
Department has agreed to absorb the cost of Safely Surrender Baby signs. 

 
4. Consider allowing all Santa Clara County jurisdictions’ fire departments to respond 

to 911 calls as an option for surrendering a newborn. 
 

5. Build on the State’s $1 million investment in the Safely Surrendered Baby Law 
Public Awareness campaign. 

 
6. Establish partnerships to advance public information campaign. 

 
7. On an interim basis, continue to disseminate existing materials developed by the 

State. 
 

8. Develop a flow chart of safe surrender process for all affected county agencies and 
relevant non-county entities who may be involved in the act of surrender.  For 
example, an employee of a community based organization may act as a good 
samaritan.  The safe surrender process must be accessible and sensitive to the 
surrendering party. 

 
9. Assemble a training team to train and educate those distributing Safely Surrendered 

Baby Law information. 
 

10. Train personnel and staff likely to receive infant using the county-provided kits and 
signs. 



 4

 
11. Develop a process for reclaiming a baby within the guidelines set forth by 

California Department of Social Services and Safely Surrendered Baby Law.  This 
may include information on parental reunification process, information and 
resources on medical and mental health services and a mechanism to involve Child 
Protective Services. 

12. Inform Child Protective Services, hospitals and law enforcement of the first 
responder’s protocols. 

 
13. Develop a communication mechanism within and across sites on procedures and 

provide feedback after an incident. 
 

14. Collaborate with the community clinics in their role and function as secondary safe 
surrender baby sites to ensure consistency and seamless process. 

 
15. Formalize agreement with the community clinics in the development of countywide 

protocols and staff training. 
 

16. Conduct a safe surrender drill at the Valley Medical Center involving all necessary 
key players, and hold a debriefing after the drill to share information with other 
hospitals and key players. 

 
17. Convene all hospitals in Santa Clara County to review and share information on 

policies and procedures in order to develop, revise and update them as needed. 
 

18. Provide and mail postage-paid packets of medical questionnaire to the hospitals for 
their anonymous completion. 

 
19. Support or sponsor a legislative action to extend the sunset date of Safe Surrender 

Baby Law.  The Law will sunset January 2006. 
 

20. Include in legislation extending or lifting the sunset on Safely Surrendered Baby 
Law, funding for a university- based statewide data analysis of risk factors 
associated with women who relinquish their babies, a population profile, and 
inventory of what other counties are implementing. 

 
21. Provide semi-annual report back to the Board of Supervisors on the implementation 

progress of the Safe Haven resolution. 
 
Moderate-term recommendations requiring strategic and budget planning or 
additional resources that ensure successful public awareness of the Safely 
Surrendered Baby Law.  
 

22. Create a Steering Committee to oversee development of public awareness 
campaign. 

 
23. Create a fundraising committee to explore and secure funding for information 

campaign. 
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24. Obtain technical assistance to develop protocols. 

 
25. Retain a public relations agency to develop a culturally sensitive media campaign. 

 
26. Work with a public relations agency to develop and implement a public awareness 

campaign for SSB Law. 
 

27. Create standard logo, images and name to be used in the campaign and at SSB 
websites. 

 
28. Create a website providing information on SSB Law, Safe Surrender sites, help line 

and download-able training materials. 
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