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County Officials Honored by State Association 
Supervisor Jim Beall, County Counsel Ann Ravel and Controller-Treasurer Dave Elledge 

Commended for Statewide Efforts 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— Three County Officials were honored by the California State 

Association of Counties for their work on issues that will have widespread effect on 

behalf of residents and taxpayers of the State of California.   

 

Circle of Service Awards were presented to Supervisor Jim Beall, District 4, and Chair of 

the Board Committee on Children, Seniors and Families, County Counsel Ann Ravel and 

Controller-Treasurer Dave Elledge.  Supervisor Beall was honored for his work as 

Chairperson of the statewide Health and Human Services Medi-Cal Committee.  Beall’s 

leadership was critical in helping to develop new policies and working with the new State 

administration on proposals to reform the Medi-Cal system.  This is the third time that 

Beall has been awarded the Circle of Service Award.  In 2002, the organization 

commended Beall’s work as Chairperson of a statewide budget taskforce to preserve 

county programs while offering $5 billion in solutions to the state budget deficit.  And in 

1999, he put in countless hours of work again as Chairperson of statewide welfare 

reform. 
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“I am pleased to receive this Circle of Service Award,” said Beall.  “As local elected 

officials, we need to fight for a voice at the table in Sacramento when decisions are made 

effecting the services we deliver.   

 

“The real reward is seeing the positive effects on the lives of the people we serve,” Beall 

continued. 

 

Another major issue confronting county governments this past year was the effect of 

State budget decisions on local revenues.  County Counsel Ann Ravel and County 

Controller-Treasurer Dave Elledge both received Circle of Service Awards for their work 

to shape the financial policies to protect local government revenues. 

 

Ann Ravel, County Counsel was honored for her work to with the County Counsels Cost 

Shift Committee.  The group was responsible for crafting the legislative proposals to 

restore the Vehicle License Fee backfill for local governments and crafting the language 

for the Constitutional Amendment to protect local government property taxes from raids 

by the State - Proposition 1A.  The Constitutional Amendment passed with more than 80 

percent voter approval statewide, and in Santa Clara County with nearly 85 percent voter 

approval.  

 

County Controller Dave Elledge was recognized for his work with the Statewide Auditor-

Controllers Working Group. This fiscal team addressed the technical provisions of 

formulating and implementing Proposition 1A. 

 

 

-more- 
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Proposition 1A grants local governments long-term fiscal protection and stability by 

preventing the state from continuing its practice of raiding local government property 

taxes for revenues during times of state fiscal crisis.  While the state will be able to 

borrow revenues from local governments during fiscal emergencies, it can only do so 

with a two-thirds vote of the Legislature and the Governor's signature. Borrowing can 

only take place twice during a 10-year period, and only after the prior loan has been 

repaid. 

 

Other key elements of Proposition 1A include authorizing the Legislature to approve 

voluntary exchanges of property tax for existing sales taxes; preventing the state from 

reducing the local Bradley-Burns sales and use tax rate of 1% or reallocating those 

revenues; and requiring the state, with limited exceptions, to either fund or suspend 

mandated programs. 

 

"It was rewarding to be a part of this historic fiscal reform,” said County Counsel Ann 

Ravel.   “The constitutional amendment provides counties with a measure of protection 

from State budget actions.” 

 

County Controller-Treasurer Dave Elledge agreed.  “We still have to be concerned about 

the decisions the legislature makes when considering budgets for programs that the 

counties operate,” he said.  “The voters overwhelming approval of the Constitutional 

Amendment affirms that the efforts of everyone involved to secure the change is an 

important step in the right direction.”  

 

California State Association of Counties (CSAC) is a nonprofit corporation that promotes 

the interests of California's 58 counties at the state and federal level. One of the 

association's primary goals is to educate the public about the value and necessity for 

county programs and services. Founded in 1895, CSAC is based in Sacramento. 
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