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County Takes Position on Valley Transportation Plan 2030 

Supervisors Call For Study of Plan to Phase BART 
  

SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Late yesterday afternoon,  the County of Santa Clara Board of 

Supervisors voted unanimously to recommend that the Valley Transportation Authority 

(VTA) study phasing the BART to Silicon Valley Project, ensure that future projects 

equitably serve the transportation needs in all areas of Santa Clara County, address the long-

term mobility needs of the elderly and the disabled, address the affordability of transit for 

clients who rely on County services, and delay adoption of the Valley Transportation Plan 

(VTP) 2030 until further community discussion.   

 
The action by the Board of Supervisors follows a public forum on long-term transportation 

needs it convened on November 23, 2004.  VTP 2030 is the Valley Transportation 

Authority’s long-term transportation needs for the region.  The Plan is submitted to the 

Metropolitan Transportation Commission every three years, serves as a blue print for the 

planning and development of transportation projects for the next 25 years, and identifies 

sources of funding for these projects. 

 
The Board also discussed the current Transit Expenditure Plan, which programs when transit 

projects identified in the 2000 Measure A half-cent sales tax can be delivered, including the 

expansion of BART to San Jose.  The Plan identifies a funding shortfall of at least $2 billion.  

VTA is now considering a new permanent half-cent sales tax proposal.  Under VTA’s 

proposal, 75% of the revenues from the new sales tax would supplement the 2000 Measure to  
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address the $2 billion shortfall.  The remaining 25% of the new half-cent sales tax would be 

distributed to local jurisdictions to meet their pavement management and other transportation 

needs. 

 
“Before VTA starts to promote a new sales tax to extend BART, we need to have a serious 

dialogue in this County about exploring transportation options,” said Supervisor Blanca 

Alvarado, District Two.  “Voters for Measure A expected more than the extension of 

BART.” 

 
While expressing support for the BART project, Supervisor Liz Kniss cited the diminished 

likelihood that VTA would receive State Traffic Congestion Relief Program (TCRP) funding 

of $648 million, due to ongoing State budget deficits.  In addition, earlier this year the 

Federal Transit Administration (FTA), which must approve the project prior to any 

possibility of federal funding, recommended that VTA consider alternatives to the current 

proposed scope of the BART project.  FTA approval is essential to qualify the project for an 

$973 million federal Full Funding Agreement. 

 
The Board of Supervisors recommends that VTA develop an alternative scenario that 

minimizes financial risk by phasing the BART to Santa Clara project.   

 
“Voters approved a wide range of projects in 2000,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss.  “The 

proposed Transit Expenditure Plan does not deliver projects in a manner that is 

geographically equitable.  The Plan going forward has to reflect parity and regional equity.” 

 
Some of the projects that would not receive adequate funding for 10-15 years under the 

current scenario are certain Caltrain improvements, Palo Alto Inter-modal Transit Center, 

further light rail extensions and Highway 17 express bus service.   
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“The Transit Expenditure Plan assumes continued annual increases in fares,” Alvarado 

continued.  “While there is a need to improve fare box recovery, VTA has to balance that 

need with the danger of making transit unaffordable to those who depend on it every day as 

their primary means of transportation.” 

 
Supervisor Jim Beall expressed concerns that the VTP 2030 did not adequately address the 

mobility needs of the elderly and disabled. “Seniors and the disabled are growing segments 

of our county population, and this plan shortchanges their needs now and for the next 25 

years,” he said. 

 
“I support bringing BART to Santa Clara, but given financial realities of budget shortfalls, 

the VTA needs to keep faith with the voters and see how the entire package of Measure A 

projects can be financed and built,” Beall continued.  “We can’t rob Peter to pay Paul.  We 

need a contingency plan in the event that federal or state funds don’t come through.” 

 

VTA’s governing Board is comprised of officials from around the County; Supervisors Don 

Gage and Pete McHugh represent the County of Santa Clara on the VTA Board.  Supervisor 

Gage now serves as Chair of VTA.  VTA’s governing Board is scheduled to vote on the 

Valley Transportation Plan 2030 on Thursday, December 9. 
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