
 

County of Santa Clara 
Office of the County Executive 

70 West Hedding Street, East Wing 11th Floor 
San Jose, CA  95110 

(408) 299-5119
www.sccgov.org  

                                  

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
May 23, 2005 
 
Contact:   Gwendolyn Mitchell/Laurel Anderson  Jamie Buckmaster, Program Mgr 
    Office of Public Affairs   Adult Protective Services 
  (408) 299-5119    (408) 928-3860 
 

Raising Elder Abuse Awareness:  Is Someone You Know at Risk? 
Supervisors to Proclaim May “Older Americans Month” 

 
San Jose, CA. – The County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors will do its part to raise 

elder abuse awareness at its May 24th meeting, by officially proclaiming May “Older 

Americans Month.”   

 

Due to the aging of “Baby Boomers” and people living longer, seniors are the most 

rapidly growing segment of our population.  By 2010, people age 55 and older are 

projected to make up 23 percent of Santa Clara County’s total population.  This translates 

to almost double the population of older adults in 1990.  With more people living longer, 

an increasing number of elders may develop conditions that make them dependent on 

others for assistance, care, or companionship, making them particularly vulnerable to 

potential abuse.     

 
“Elder abuse is a crime that can have devastating physical, psychological, and financial 

results for a very vulnerable segment of our population,” says Board Chairperson, 

Supervisor Liz Kniss.  “It is critical that we do all we can to stop this vastly 

underreported crime.”   

 
Supervisor Jim Beall concurs.  “Elder abuse is a crime that we will not tolerate here in 

Santa Clara County,” Beall said.  “Our posse of bankers and attorneys will seek out and 

prosecute those who prey on seniors.” 
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In addition, two identical bills, which would help combat elder financial abuse, are 

winding their way through the state legislature.  SB 1018, sponsored by Senator Joe 

Simitian, and its Assembly companion measure, AB 1605 (Wolk and Berg), would make 

it easier to report instances of financial abuse by adding employees of banks, credit 

unions, and savings and loans to the list of mandated reporters of elder financial abuse.   

 
 “This bill is a common sense solution to a pervasive problem,” said Simitian.  “Elder 

financial abuse requires early notice and a timely response.  Bank employees are in the 

best position to report financial abuse as soon as it happens.  It’s just that simple.”  

County of Santa Clara officials support both measures. 

 
Most elder abuse is perpetrated by someone close to the elder—either a relative or a close 

friend—and is defined as physical or financial abuse, neglect, abandonment, abduction, 

isolation, deprivation of goods and services by a care custodian, as well as any actions 

resulting in pain and suffering to an elder.  Over the past 5 years, Santa Clara County 

Adult Protective Services (APS) has received approximately 10,000 reports of suspected 

physical abuse and 2500 reports of suspected financial abuse.  Yet studies show that only 

1 in 14 cases of abuse are ever reported and experts believe that only 1 in 100 cases of 

financial abuse is ever reported.  Some incidents of physical abuse lead to an elder’s 

death while financial abuse can lead to the loss of an elder’s home and life savings. 

 
A free Senior Forum on Elder Financial Abuse will also be held on Monday, August 1, 

2005 from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Santa Clara Convention Center located at 5001 

Great America Parkway in Santa Clara.  The forum is sponsored by the County’s 

Department of Aging and Adult Services and the Financial Institutions Project.  No 

registration is required and continental breakfast and lunch will be provided. 

 
To report an instance of abuse or suspected abuse, contact APS at (800) 414-2002.  

Reports are confidential, including the identity of the reporting party, and are taken 24 

hours a day.  APS responds to crisis situations, investigates abuse and provides services 

and referrals to ensure the safety of vulnerable elders.  In addition, the County’s multi-

disciplinary Financial Abuse Specialist Team (FAST) provides rapid response to preserve 

an elder’s assets from loss and to prosecute elder abuse. 
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