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SAN JOSE, CALIF. – The County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors has appointed 

Mary J. Greenwood as its new County Public Defender.  Greenwood, a 23-year veteran 

with the Office of the Public Defender will assume the post on July 1, following the 

retirement of the current Public Defender Jose Villarreal.   

 
Greenwood began her stint with the County as a Deputy Public Defender in July 1982.  

In that post she represented clients in criminal prosecutions at all stages of proceedings in 

cases ranging from driving under the influence to serious felonies, sexual assault matters, 

juvenile adjudications and capital murder.  While she was deputy public defender, she 

also served for six years on the Special Trials Unit, representing adults and juveniles in 

homicide prosecutions including capital murder.   

 
In 1994, Greenwood began what would become 10 years of service as Assistant Public 

Defender.  In that capacity, she managed legal operations for a 100-attorney public law 

office, supervised felony and homicide trial teams, research division and probation 

violation and mental health calendars.  She established policy for the Public Defender on 

legal issues, represented the Public Defender with the Courts, County Counsel, Mental 

Health Department and other agencies.  She also participated in budget preparation and 

managing personnel issues.   Since 2004, Greenwood has served as Supervising Attorney 

of the Alternate Defender Office, overseeing a 36-person division that handled ethically 

separated cases in instances where the Public Defender’s Office would have conflicts of 

interest.   
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“The Board decided that the position of Public Defender is too important to leave open,” 

said Supervisor Liz Kniss, Chair of the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors.  

“Mary has already demonstrated leadership skills over the span of her career.” 

 

The Board of Supervisors decided to forego a national search and appoint Greenwood to 

the post.  They were comfortable with the breadth and depth of her experience in the 

courtroom, her knowledge of legal and administrative issues, and the support of her 

colleagues. 

 

“We are pleased that Mary will not have the steep learning curve of a candidate 

unfamiliar with the Office of Public Defender,” said Supervisor Blanca Alvarado, Chair 

of the Board’s Committee on Public Safety and Justice.  “She is a very capable 

professional and has the support of many of the people with whom she will be working 

most closely.”  

 

Greenwood is a San Francisco native.  She graduated from Grinnell College with honors 

in 1978 with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science.  She obtained her Juris 

Doctor Degree from Hastings College of Law in 1981.  She is married to Santa Clara 

County Superior Court Judge Edward Davila.  Her annual salary will be $199,047. 

 

“My style in the courtroom is to do everything I can to present my client’s case, and 

always do that in a completely open and ethical way,” said Greenwood.  “I’ve been doing 

this for a long time… I am acquainted with all different parts of the justice system and I 

am ready to meet the challenges head on.” 
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