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San Martin Animal Shelter Open For Business on Mondays 
Alternate Funding Found, Services Continue Six Days Per Week 

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF. – This week, the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors prevented the proposed 

closure of the San Martin Animal Shelter on Mondays, approving alternate funding from State 

reimbursement (Senate Bill 90) of shelter costs. The shelter would have been closed on Mondays 

beginning September 1.  

 

“We took a hard look at alternatives to closing the San Martin Animal Shelter another day a week and 

found enough funding to prevent the closure,” said District 1 Supervisor Don Gage, Board of Supervisors. 

“The Shelter provides important animal care services that we didn’t want to cut.” 

 

Offering Monday service is a balancing act.  The Animal Advisory Commission estimates that the 

Monday closure of the shelter would have resulted in an estimated annual revenue loss of $236,418, 

animals for extra days and an estimated $78,520 to contract with another organization to take in strays on 

Mondays.   In addition, the County would have lost an estimated $15,600 in adoption revenue based on an 

average of three adoptions each Monday. 

 

“Keeping the animal shelter open six days a week proved to be important to the community,” said Greg 

Van Wassenhove, Director of Agriculture and Environmental Management.  “We considered several 

options to keeping the shelter open and were fortunate to find a solution.” 

-more- 



San Martin Animal Shelter – Page 2 

The San Martin Animal Shelter, located in South Santa Clara County, provides a variety of essential 

animal care and control services to the unincorporated areas of Santa Clara County, including: accepting 

lost, stray or owner surrendered animals; offering low cost rabies vaccination clinics; providing referrals 

for low cost spay/neuter, testing and vaccinations for stray or feral cats; maintaining animal lost and found 

records; rescuing and caring for injured stray dogs, cats and other domestic animals from County 

unincorporated areas; providing an adoption program to place unwanted pets in new homes; participating 

in school education programs and with local organizations to educate the public about pet ownership; and 

providing safety and licensing requirements.  

 

Senate Bill 90 

SB 90 revenues, recently approved in the State budget subsequent to the County budget hearings in June, 

are sufficient to allow repeal of the Monday closure plan. In FY 2005, the Department received $121,108 

from a SB 90 State Mandates Claim for prior fiscal year expenditures to implement SB 1785 (Hayden) 

requirements at the County Animal Shelter. The State had initially refused to reimburse counties for costs 

of additional animal holding periods, but the Governor decided to allow reimbursements beginning with 

FY 2004 expenses. The State has informed local animal control agencies that the reimbursement is 

included in the FY 2006 State budget, and instructed counties to file a SB 90 claim for state 

reimbursement of certain shelter costs incurred last year. The state revenue is not expected to be available 

before April 2006. This funding was not included in the Department's FY 2006 revenue estimates as the 

information from the State was not known at the time. 
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