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Graves Appoints Knopf as New Asset and Economic Development Director 

Knopf will be responsible for expanding the County’s Economic Development Portfolio 
 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF.—Today, Acting County Executive Gary Graves announced the 

appointment of Bruce J. M. Knopf (pronounced kuh-nop-f) to lead the County’s Asset and 

Economic Development program.  A seasoned professional, Knopf is a strategist with more than 

30 years experience managing complex projects, including economic development, 

redevelopment, downtown revitalization, housing, planning and public works. 

 

“Bruce has a wealth of public and private sector experience which will be valuable as we look to 

expand the county’s involvement in economic and asset development,” said Graves.  

 
Knopf currently serves as principal of BJMK Advisors providing consulting services to public 

agencies, businesses and developers in the areas of economic development, redevelopment, 

commercial transactions and land use entitlement.  He is coming to Santa Clara County from the 

City of Concord where he serves as Project Manager for reuse planning for the 5,028 acre former 

Concord Naval Weapons Station. 

  
Prior to Concord, Knopf held the position of Vice President for Development with Catellus 

Development Group where he was responsible for all aspects of the entitlement process for large 

scale, mixed-use projects.  
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For more than sixteen years, Knopf functioned as the Redevelopment and Economic Development 

Manager for the City of Alameda’s Redevelopment Agency, as well as having worked in a variety 

of levels of government including municipalities, counties, regional planning agencies and the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

 
“I am very excited about joining the County of Santa Clara, one of the pre-eminent counties in 

California,” said Knopf. “The County is rich in entrepreneurship and creativity, cultural and 

intellectual resources, as well as public and private partnerships. I can’t imagine a more exciting 

environment in which to build relationships and practice the craft of economic development.” 

 
Knopf earned a Master of Regional Planning Degree from the University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill, and he has a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from the University of California 

at Berkeley, with a specialty in structural engineering.  The 59 year old Knopf’s appointment is 

effective June 22, 2009.  His salary will be $159,802.  
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