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County Considers Respite Care Facility,  
Multi-Service Center for Homeless 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF. – As part of his final act as Chair of the Board of Supervisors for 2007, Don 

Gage asked county staff today to research the possibility of setting up a respite care facility and a 

one-stop multi-service center to help serve the needs of the homeless. 

 

The request for further investigation of these two programs follows their unanimous approval by 

the Blue Ribbon Commission on Ending Homelessness and Solving the Affordable Housing 

Crisis, at their final meeting on December 6, 2007.  Supervisor Gage is chair of the Commission. 

 

Homelessness has proven to be a daunting problem for the county, one that Supervisor Gage 

decided to tackle in his year as chair of the board. On a given night, more than 7,000 people are 

homeless in the county, and last year alone, 71 people died on the streets. 

 

While government may not be able to prevent all the deaths, a respite care facility would offer 

homeless patients a chance to continue recuperation in a safe, clean environment, while freeing 

up hospital beds for acute-care patients. 

 

A one-stop multi-service center would give the homeless a place to receive a full complement of 

services – including housing services – in one location.  Not only does it benefit the consumer, 

but it also helps public and private agencies coordinate their services and avoid duplication. 
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These two recommendations came out of the Blue Ribbon Commission, which Gage set up to 

address the issues of homelessness in our county. 

 

“Local government needs to work together on a regional solution to this very complex problem,” 

Gage said.  

 

As part of that solution, Gage convened community leaders, elected officials, County department 

staff, and service providers for the Blue Ribbon Commission.  The Commissioners served for 

one year, and through extensive investigation and debate have come up with a short list of 

recommendations, which the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors accepted in a report 

today.  Supervisor Gage is committed to finding a way to implement these solutions. 
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