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County Will Not Seek Repeal of Prop 90 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors decided (5-0) 

not to seek repeal of Proposition 90, which gives the senior homeowners from seven 

California counties the same assessed value of their former home if they buy a house of equal 

or lesser value in the South Bay.  County Executive Pete Kutras had made the 

recommendation last spring as one of several potential revenue-generating proposals to help 

balance the County’s budget.  

 
The Board concluded that repealing the benefit would result in a modest revenue gain but it 

would eliminate a benefit that gives greater flexibility to seniors who decide to move to Santa 

Clara County. 

 
Supervisor Liz Kniss, District 5, said that repealing the Proposition would have a ripple 

effect and would limit the options of both seniors and the disabled.  She read an e-mail 

from a 70 year-old resident who outlined how Prop 90, allowed her to return to the area 

from southern California to care for her aging parents.  “This is especially critical for 

north County residents,” Kniss said.  “My vote supports continuing this valuable benefit 

for our most vulnerable citizens—the elderly, the handicapped, and the disabled.” 

 
Supervisor Ken Yeager, District 4 agreed. “Most of the people I have heard from want to 

return home to be close to family and friends.  Many would not be able to do that without 

this benefit,” he said. 
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“The benefit to older and disabled individuals outweighs the modest revenue gain,” said 

Supervisor Pete McHugh, District 3. 

 

“We have heard a lot of anecdotes, but I don’t think there has been sufficient analysis to 

really understand the full impact,” said Supervisor Blanca Alvarado.   

 

Board Chair, Supervisor Don Gage said that this is a very difficult issue.  “It is a matter 

of fairness.  Now, only seven counties offer this tax break.  All of the state’s 58 counties 

should be required to offer the benefit so the practice doesn’t disadvantage participating 

counties.”  

 

County Executive Kutras indicated that the recommendation had been made in his 2008 

budget recommendations because staff was looking under every stone for savings and 

revenue.  The repeal of the measure would have generated $200,000 this year and $1 

million over five years. 
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