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County to Retrofit Last Two Bridges for Seismic Safety, 
Bringing Program Closer to Completion 

 
San Jose, CALIF. – This week, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors approved the 

advertising for bids for a construction contract to seismically retrofit the final two bridges in 

the County’s Bridge Seismic Safety Program, bringing the Program closer to completion.   

 

These final two retrofit projects under the Bridge Seismic Safety Program will improve the 

structures at the interchanges of Central Expressway and Lawrence Expressway, and Central 

Expressway and Shoreline Boulevard.  The work involves bridge abutment and column 

strengthening.  Upon completion of these projects, the County will have finished retrofitting 

all 21 bridges comprising the Bridge Seismic Safety Program.   

 

“I am very glad to see that the seismic safety of these two last bridges will be improved,” 

said Supervisor Don Gage, Chair of the Board of Supervisors.  “It’s always the County’s 

priority to make sure that our residents are driving on the safest roads possible.”      

 

Following the Loma Prieta earthquake in 1989, the State enacted legislation to create the 

Seismic Safety Retrofit Program.  Project priorities were established by Caltrans using a 
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rating algorithm.  Based on these rating factors and seismic analysis, the County identified 21 

of the 168 bridges under its jurisdiction for seismic retrofit.  The County’s Bridge Seismic 

Retrofit Program started in December 1990, when the Board of Supervisors recognized the 

necessity of improving the seismic safety of bridges and approved the program.  The County 

program does not include bridges under the jurisdiction of other agencies such as Caltrans or 

cities. 

 

The County has retrofitted one to two bridges annually since the inception of the Program 

based on the availability of federal and state funding.  To date, 18 of the 21 bridges have 

been retrofitted to meet the state’s seismic standard.  The Los Gatos Creek Bridge at 

Aldercrofts Heights Road is currently underway.   

 

“Many County employees, consultants and contractors work together to make this long-term 

program successful,” said Gamini Rajapakse, a senior civil engineer at the County Roads and 

Airports Department who experienced the 1989 quake.  “It’s a good feeling of 

accomplishment to have the project specifications ready for these last two bridges.” 

 

The two projects will open bids on September 20, 2007. 
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