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County Approves Funding for Child Abuse 
Prevention and Early Intervention Program 

Funding Priority for Child Abuse Council Includes Community Outreach, Bilingual 
Parenting Education and Interactive Parent-Child Therapy 

 

SAN JOSE-CALIF.— Every day, The County of Santa Clara Department of Family and Children’s Services 
(DFCS) receives an average of 50 reports of abuse. This equates to over 17,000 reports a year. Committed to 
reduce the troublesome statistics, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors approved $1,463,636 this 
week to fund the Child Abuse Prevention Program, the Child Abuse Council’s operations and administrative 
costs of the State Child Abuse Prevention, Intervention and Treatment Program (CAPIT). 
 
“Too often, children in crisis are invisible to the child welfare system,” said Supervisor Ken Yeager, Chair of the 
Children, Seniors and Families Committee.  “The Child Abuse Prevention and Early Intervention Program 
further extends the reach of the County into the community, so that more abused and neglected children can 
receive the attention and services that they deserve.” 
 
A workshop was held at the Social Services Agency last January to review 16 projects proposed by 15 
agencies. It was followed by a March 19 meeting of the Child Council’s allocation committee to evaluate the 
proposals and recommend the funding. Funding priorities for the Child Abuse Program reflect both the State’s 
and Council’s requirements, which limit services to child abuse prevention and early intervention. 
 
“Children rely on the adults in their lives to ensure their safety and security,” said Supervisor Don Gage, Vice 
Chair of the Children, Seniors and Families Committee. “The services we will provide through the Child Abuse 
Prevention and Early Intervention Program are an example of the County’s commitment to protect children and 
families.” 
      -more- 
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Types of child abuse range from physical and sexual, to mental, emotional and neglect. As the Social 
Services Agency’s Department of Family and Children Services has advised through public awareness 
efforts: child abuse is everybody’s business. The County is targeting early intervention to promote community 
education, identify families at risk, assist them to prevent abuse or neglect, and improve family function to 
avoid involvement by the Department of Families and Children Services.   
 

“Our primary goal is to ensure the wellbeing of every child in our county,” said Norma Doctor Sparks, Director 
of the Department of Family and Children Services. “When it comes to the prevention of child abuse, we 
embrace partnerships with the community that enables us to work together toward the same goal.”   
 

Recommended services that will be available with the funding approved today include: 
 

• Community outreach and bi-lingual parenting education in East San Jose. 

• Parenting education, case management, in-home parenting coaching, family counseling services and 
support services for transitional age parenting youth. 

• Parent child interactive therapy. 

• Parenting education, case management and ancillary home visits for Vietnamese parents in the 
Franklin-McKinley School District. 

• Bi-lingual parenting education in North County. 

• Weekly children's groups for children of battered women, children's workshops and parent prevention 
workshops in low-income, subsidized, transitional housing projects in English and Spanish in South County. 

• Outreach and Nurturing Parenting workshops; parenting education and support services to families 
dealing with incarceration. 

• Prevention services to migrant families and children in South County. 

•  Parenting education, child abuse prevention awareness weekly radio programs and train-the-trainers 
for Vietnamese parents and caregivers. 

• Support Services to families of children with special needs and self-advocacy skills training to youth 
with special needs. 

• Family Wellness education to parents in substance abuse treatment programs and domestic violence 
shelters and low-income parents at an elementary school. 

-more- 
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• Healthy Families Positive Parenting education in South County. 

• Parenting education, support groups and child care for low-income Hispanic parents in downtown San 
Jose areas. 

• Parenting education and child enrichment activities for low-income Hispanic families in East San Jose; 
and supervised visitation for Family Court. 

 
Background 
 
Child Abuse Prevention, Intervention and Treatment Program (CAPIT) funding is authorized by AB 1733 
through a three year plan that requires approval by the Board of Supervisors and the California Department of 
Social Services (CDSS). 
 
County funding for child abuse and neglect prevention services is authorized by AB 2994 through revenue 
accumulated in the County Children's Trust Fund, generated from fees for certified copies of birth certificates. 
CTF allocations are budgeted at $982,711 for FY 2009: $884,440 for child abuse contracts and $98,271 for 
Council Set-Aside. In 1987, the Board of Supervisors approved the ten percent set-aside for Council's annual 
administrative operations. 
 
The recommended amount of $1,463,636 is included in the Social Services Agency's budget as approved by 
the Board of Supervisors for FY 2009 as approved by the Board of Supervisors for FY 2009 and made available 
by the Child Abuse Prevention, Intervention and Treatment Program (CAPIT) through the State Office of Child 
Abuse Prevention (OCAP) and County's Children's Trust Fund (CTF). Funding allocation may be revised to 
maximize state funding.   
 
The California Department of Social Services (CDSS) will release guidelines for the new Three-Year Plan in the 
summer and a new Request-for-Proposals may be required for the Fiscal Year 2009-2010. Funding is 
contingent upon the availability of state funds as stipulated Request for Proposal and funding announcements. 
 
The combined Council Set-Aside of CAPIT and the County’s Children Fund will be used to pay for the 
Administrative Assistant, an independent program monitor, training and other activities e.g., Council Retreat, 
Child Abuse Symposium, Children's Faire, Special Student Needs brochures and parenting guides in three 
languages, English, Spanish and Vietnamese. 
 
 
      #     #    #. 
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