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County Receives $1.85 Million Donation  

for Valley Specialty Center 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— At the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors meeting today, the County 

acknowledged the contributions to the VMC Foundation from donors who contributed $1.85 million in 

funds to the Sobrato Cancer Center. The Center is expected to treat approximately 1,000 cancer patients 

in its first year. The Sobrato Cancer Center will be housed at Valley Specialty Center, a 244,000 square-

foot facility currently under construction. The $1.85 million donation will offset the $4.2 million 

advanced by the County to fund the linear accelerator project.  

 

“We would like to express our appreciation to VMC Foundation and the many donors that contributed.  

The generosity of community donors is vital to the County,” said Supervisor Pete McHugh, Chair of the 

Board of Supervisors.  

 

The funding was provided for the linear accelerator device that delivers radiation treatment for a growing 

number of cancers. The accelerator will enable more specific targeting of the beam on malignant tissue 

without affecting normal tissue. The accelerator beam is more intense on the center of the tumor. 

 

“Opening a state of the art cancer treatment center at Valley Specialty Center could greatly improve 

outcomes for cancer patients for whom radiation therapy is an option,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, Chair 

of the Board’s Health and Hospital Committee.  

 

 

-more- 
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The VMC Foundation’s campaign to raise $1.85 million generated donations from nearly a dozen donors, 

including $1 million from John Sobrato of the Sobrato Family Foundation, $250,000 from the Avon 

Foundation, $50,000 from Bill Marr and Carol Bartz, $238,000 from TJ Rodgers/Cypress Semiconductor, 

and $150,000 from Dr. Richard Levy and Mrs. Susan Levy. 

 

“This shows the power of a public/private partnership, and brings us closer to providing world-class cancer 

treatment to anyone in our community who needs it,” said E. Chris Wilder, Executive Director, VMC 

Foundation. “We are so grateful to our supporters who understand that Santa Clara Valley Medical Center 

is the most crucial of resources."  

 

“Our family believes that everyone, regardless of race or financial capacity, should have access to the best 

health care available,” said John A. Sobrato, Chairman, Sobrato Family Foundation. “With this linear 

accelerator, Valley Medical Center will be able to offer care that is comparable to the finest care offered by 

private hospitals in Northern California.” 
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