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County to Make Available $4 Million in Affordable Housing Funds 
Third Round of Funding Aimed at Eliminating Homelessness 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors approved 

the third round of funding to assist in the development of new affordable housing.  The 

Board’s action will make $4 million available for projects that prevent homelessness or 

provide housing to formerly homeless people. 

 

The focus of anticipated projects for this round is consistent with the recommendations of 

the Task Force to End Chronic Homelessness in “Keys to Housing:  A 10-year Plan to 

End Homelessness in Santa Clara County.” One of the strategies in the plan – Housing 

First -- calls for finding permanent housing with supportive services for homeless 

individuals rather than building more emergency shelters. 

 

The release of these funds at this time will position successful applicants to leverage 

additional funding from the State’s Multi-Family Housing Program in October.   

 

“We’ve learned that strategically leveraging affordable housing funds can have a big 

payoff for our community,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, Chair of the County of Santa 

Clara Board of Supervisors.  “We expect to have the same success with this new round of 

funding.” 

-more- 
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During the last two years, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors awarded 14 

affordable housing projects loans and grants totaling $10.5 million.  Those actions have 

paid off.  Three of the projects received “perfect” or “near perfect” scores they needed to 

draw $16,355,000 in matching State Proposition 46 funds.   

 

“The task of ending chronic homelessness is daunting,” said Supervisor Don Gage, Chair 

of the Board’s Committee on Housing, Land Use and Transportation.  “But we’re off to a 

good start.  By backing the Task Force recommendations with dollars as they become 

available, we can begin to tackle the issues that prevent people from having affordable, 

permanent housing -- one of the most basic human needs.”   

 

Last December, in an effort to determine how many families and individuals are 

homeless in Santa Clara County, the County of Santa Clara government and 12 

participating cities conducted a count of people living on the streets and in temporary 

shelters.   The count revealed that on December 14 and 15, there were 7,646 homeless 

men, women and children in the County. 

 

During the next two months, applications for funding will be accepted and evaluated.  In 

September, the recommended funding allocations will be presented to the Board of 

Supervisors for approval.  

 

Background 

Office of Affordable Housing - The Board of Supervisors created the Office of Affordable 
Housing in July 2003 and established a set-aside of $18.6 million for projects. It is a priority of 
the Board of Supervisors to use its local affordable housing set-aside funds to leverage affordable 
housing projects.    
 
Proposition 46 - The Housing and Emergency Shelter Trust Fund Act of 2002, is a $2.1 billion 
bond measure that was passed by the voters in California in November 2002. The bond provides 
funding to help with the construction, rehabilitation, and preservation of affordable rental 
housing, emergency shelters and homeless facilities, as well as funds that can be used for down 
payment assistance to low and moderate-income first-time homebuyers. 
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