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Santa Clara County Archives Opens 
County Photographers’ Collection 

Over 50,000 Images Help Illustrate the County’s Physical Transformation 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.— A County photographers’ collection that provides a substantial visual 

record of Santa Clara County history is now open at the County of Santa Clara Archives.  

Residents can use the images available for research, either independently or in conjunction with 

the text materials at the Archives, to learn about the dramatic changes the County experienced 

during the last 50 years. 

 

Over 57,000 black and white and color photographs—approximately 50,000 negatives, 2,500 

slides, and 4,500 prints are part of the recently organized collection.  The images taken by County 

photographers chronicle the County activities and development between 1950 and 1993, especially 

from 1960 to 1980.  Most of the photographs were taken during the period Charles A. Taddo was 

director of the County’s Photographer’s Office. 

 

“This collection documents the activities of forty years of County government, during a significant 

period of growth in Santa Clara County,” said Supervisor Don Gage, Chairman of the County of 

Santa Clara Board of Supervisors. “There is no need to imagine the changes our County has 

experienced when these photographs help us witness this dynamic transformation during the 

second half of the Twentieth Century.” 

 

      -more- 
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Examples of subjects in the collection include aerial photographs of urban and rural areas 

downtown photos, portraits, swearing- in ceremonies for judges, award celebrations and retirement 

functions of County officials and employees. There are images that record progress in construction 

stages, from ground breaking to dedication ceremonies of County buildings.   The pictures display 

construction of a full range of County facilities, including airports, schools, courts, various County 

parks and today’s County Government Center at 70 West Hedding St.  

 

“This collection captures a wide array of relevant moments in the county’s history,” said County 

Archivist Michael Griffith. “Graphic documents are of particular interest to historians or authors 

tracing Santa Clara County’s past. Now that the collection is cataloged, locating images will be 

easier.” 

 

 The collection may complement research for historical books and documents that need 

corresponding photographs. It has been re-housed into appropriate archival sleeves and storage 

containers to ensure its preservation for the future and entirely cataloged into a searchable database 

by Project Archivist Kevin Fleming, with processing funded by an $8,500 grant from the 

California Historic Records Advisory Board. The in house database will be eventually available 

online. 

 

    Since all materials in the collection have been catalogued, residents in search for county images 

can call the Archives office to make an appointment, come in and search the database by keyword, 

date or format (negative, slide, or print). A fee may be charged for copies of photographs made by 

the Archives Office. 

 

 For further information on the collection or to schedule a research appointment, please call the 

Archives Office at 408-792-1895 or e-mail the County Archivist at 

Michael.griffith@rec.sccgov.org. 
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