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County Spearheads Successful Effort 
to Reopen Armory Shelters for the Homeless 

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Approximately 250 homeless individuals in Santa Clara County will be sheltered 

from the cold weather for two more weeks. Concerned about how the homeless are handling the cold 

temperatures, the County of Santa Clara successfully spearheaded the effort to reopen the National 

Guard Armories in Sunnyvale and Gilroy, providing the funds needed to reopen the shelters.  

 

“We were in a position to pull resources together and make this happen,” said Supervisor Jim Beall, 

Chairperson for the Board of Supervisors. “With the cooperation of Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, 

Assemblywoman Sally Lieber, and the National Guard, we are able to provide shelter to the homeless 

during the next two weeks.” 

 

“The County has sheltered the homeless during the coldest months of the year for nearly 20 years,” said 

Pete Kutras, County Executive.  Since 1987, the County has operated the Cold Weather Shelter 

Program to protect the homeless from inclement weather. The armories are usually open from late 

November to March 31. 

 

On a nightly basis, each armory can house approximately 125 homeless who come from all around 

Santa Clara County to find a warm and dry place to sleep. Individuals are provided with sleeping pads, 

bedding and towels, shower facilities, and dinner and breakfast.   

 

-more- 
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Keeping two armories open as shelters is expected to cost $48,000. The County is providing $38,000 of 

which $5,000 is unspent from the previous contract with Emergency Housing Consortium (EHC). The 

City of Gilroy is contributing $10,000. Due to the cold weather, EHC had already extended the original 

closing date from March 31 to April 15. 

 

“It's difficult to imagine what those without a home are experiencing in the cold and rain,” said 

Marjorie Matthews, Director of the Office of Affordable Housing, which oversees the County’s Cold 

Weather Shelter Program. “I'm glad the County, the City of Gilroy, and the State were able to move 

quickly to reopen the armories until this long wet winter ends.”  

 

# # # 

 


	County of Santa Clara
	Office of the County Executive
	70 West Hedding Street, East Wing 11th Floor
	San Jose, CA  95110
	(408) 299-5119
	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
	County Spearheads Successful Effort
	to Reopen Armory Shelters for the Homeless
	County Extends Shelter for Homeless – Page 2



