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County Supervisors to Hold Special Meeting to 

Discuss Proposed Sales Tax Increase 
Meeting will be on February 28th at 6:30 p.m.  

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF. – Today, the County Board of Supervisors scheduled an evening session 

of its Board meeting to allow maximum participation of County residents in a discussion of a 

potential sales tax ballot measure in June.  The meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 

28, 2006, at 6:30 p.m., in the Board Chambers at County Government Center, 70 West 

Hedding Street, San Jose. 

 

The action by the Board of Supervisors followed a consultant report on the results of a survey 

of County voters that revealed broad support for County services.  Last May, the County of 

Santa Clara Board of Supervisors authorized the survey after determining that the County is 

facing a continuing structural budget deficit due to State impacts and the local economy.  

Simply stated, a structural budget deficit means that the current methods used to finance 

county government are inadequate to cover the cost to maintain the current level of services. 

The purpose of the survey was to “test the waters” to determine if voters would consider 

supporting an increase to the sales tax, if needed, and what services and programs were 

deemed important to warrant such a measure. 

-more- 
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The County has cut nearly $640 million from its budget during the past three years using 

a number of strategies such as eliminating vacant positions, freezing hiring, offering early 

retirement to eligible employees and reducing services.   This year the County 

Executive’s initial budget proposal recognizes the impacts of these recent reductions and 

once again relies on the use of one-time funds to bring the budget into balance. 

One question interviewers asked County voters was: If the election were held today, 

would you vote yes to approve or no to oppose a measure that reads:   

 
Shall the County of Santa Clara enact a (“one quarter cent”/ “one half cent”) sales 

tax for general county purposes including but not limited to operations such as: 

providing trauma and emergency services; keeping County hospital and clinics 

open; providing prevention programs for at-risk youth, families and seniors; and 

improving County Expressways? 

 
One-half of the respondents in the survey of 800 voters was asked about an increase of ¼ 

cent in the sales tax, the other half was asked about an increase of ½ cent in the sales tax.   

The survey results reveal broad support for either a ¼ cent increase (64% strong yes and 

lean yes) or ½ cent increase (63% strong yes and lean yes) in the sales tax to avoid 

further cuts in County services.  A ¼ cent sales tax would generate up to approximately 

$82 million annually in Santa Clara County beginning in 2008, and a ½ cent tax would 

generate up to $164 million. 

 

On February 28, the Board will decide whether to place the measure on the ballot and if 

so, whether it will be for ¼ cent or ½ cent.  The Board of Supervisors has directed staff to 

prepare ballot measure language for both options.  February 28th is a key date because 

March 10 is the final date for jurisdictions to file a measure resolution for the June 6th 

Election.  Residents are encouraged to attend the meeting.   

 

Survey results are available on the www.sccgov.org under Hot Items. 
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